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Hi, everyone. My name is Larry Adams, and I wanted to take just a moment to thank you for 
downloading the podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus 
and preaching the word. Your downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us as 
we know that our ministry is going out to spread God’s word all over the world. 

We want you to know too that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for 
your involvement in a good local church where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other 
teachers, you can learn to worship, grow, and serve and be engaged with a body of believers 
where you can grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

We realize also that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we’re hoping that these messages you’re using, as you gather with your family or 
other believers or people from the community, that it will be a great encouragement to you as 
you hear God speak into your life and help you to become disciples who are true reproducing 
followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

Dave Parsons:  Before we open up God's word, would you just bow with me and let's pray this 
morning: 

Lord, I was so blessed to be here this morning to hear my brothers and sisters singing to you, to 
hear Ji’s beautiful song of the cross, to hear the choir. Lord, we’re here today for you. We’re 
here to worship you. For a few minutes we want to open up your Word. I pray that everyone will 
receive a message from God through the power of the Holy Spirit. This is your Word. It’s not the 
word of a man, it's your Word, and I pray that you will open it up for each one of us today in 
Jesus’ name, Amen.  

You know, if you're anything like me, you’d probably find it quite difficult just to get through the 
day sometimes. Life is difficult. We’re faced with innumerable challenges, and often we feel 
overwhelmed. Some days the temptation to lose heart or to just give up seems very real. 
Perhaps you're feeling the financial pressure that comes from too much month and not enough 
income, or maybe you're being hounded by your creditors. Maybe you're dealing with a serious 
illness that doesn't seem to be getting any better. For some it’s the daily stress of dealing with 
difficult family relationships. I know some of you are having a tough time at work and you prefer 
another job, but those are hard to come by these days. A few of you are very sad because you 
recently lost a very special person, and the grief is intense. Maybe you tried to share your faith 
recently only to experience rejection and mockery. Some of you are trying to find your niche, a 
place to serve, but you just can't seem to find anything. I could go on and on with examples of 
how life can wear us down. 

My good friends, I can't explain why God in his sovereignty allows these things to happen, but I 
can give you some counsel this morning from the greatest book ever written, the Bible, that will 
give you inspiration for the present and a hope for the future.  You see, the apostle Paul was a 
person just like us.  Although he was greatly used by God, he too was prone to discouragement. 
So what kept him going? What gave him encouragement in those trying times? He tells us in 
2 Corinthians Chapter 4 beginning with verse 16. If you have your Bible you can read with me or 
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look up at the screen, but I’m gonna read to you three verses here. 2 Corinthians 4 beginning 
with verse 16: 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we 
are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for 
us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

What kept Paul going was that he had an eternal perspective. He states three ways in these 
verses that an eternal perspective can help us through the tough times: First, an eternal 
perspective gives hope to the discouraged; an eternal perspective gives encouragement to the 
distress; and an eternal perspective gets faith to the doubting. 

Randy Alcorn quotes the great A.W. Tozer who said this: 

The church is constantly being tempted to accept this world as her home . . . but if she is 
wise she will consider that she stands in the valley between the mountain peaks of 
eternity past and eternity to come. The past is gone forever, and the present is passing 
as swift as a shadow on the sundial of Ahaz. Even if the earth should continue a million 
years, not one of us could stay to enjoy it. We would do well to think of the long 
tomorrow. 

Amen? So, first of all, Paul points out that an eternal perspective gives hope to the discouraged. 
Listen to what he says in verse 16 again. He says: 

We do not lose heart.  

Because Paul had an eternal perspective, he didn't lose heart or give up no matter how tough 
things got. The word literally means here “to give in to evil, to lose courage.” If anyone had a 
right to give up or lose courage it was Paul. Earlier in the chapter in verses 8 and 9, listen to 
what he went through. He said: 

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 
9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 

What kept Paul going through such difficult circumstances? He focused on the spiritual rather 
than the physical. You see, he points out here that the physical is deteriorating. He says: 

Though outwardly we are wasting away,  

You see, the Bible tells us that the wages of sin is death and sin is taking its toll on our physical 
bodies. After sin entered the world through Adam and Eve, God pronounced this curse upon 
them in Genesis 3:19. He said: 

By the sweat of your brow 
    you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, 
    since from it you were taken; 
for dust you are 
    and to dust you will return. 

People, we’re all getting older. There's nothing we can do about it. I know there's some younger 
ones here that are saying, “Well, Pastor Dave, you’re an old guy, but I'm not getting older.” Just 
wait, you’re getting older.  

You know, the New American Standard Bible says, “Though our outer man is decaying.” In my 
ministry I spend a lot of time in convalescent hospitals. I love the older people. I love to minister 
to them, but as I walk through those hospitals my heart goes out to them. I see the bodies 
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wasting away. I know I feel the effects of the aging process every time I play golf. When I was a 
teenager I could play 27 holes, carry my bag, no problem. Now, I need to taken an Aleve before 
the round, an Aleve after the round, and I still feel the effects the next day. In fact, I get winded 
even walking to the cart.  

Every year at staff retreat we play as a softball game. It’s so much fun, but a couple years ago I 
caught a high ball that was coming at me. I caught it, and it ruptured the tendon in my left arm -- 
but I did make the catch though. A couple years later I hit a base hit, and I was trying to run to 
first to make it. I was thrown out, but I was really running hard. Pastor Rick Moe was in 
centerfield. He comes running in and he goes, “Dave, are you alright? Are you alright?” 

I go, “What are you talking about?” 

He goes, “I thought you were going to have a heart attack running into first base.” 

I said, “You need a wheelchair out in centerfield, bro.” 

We’re all aging. We’re all falling apart. The outer man is wasting away, but the spiritual is being 
renewed daily. He says: 

Although outwardly we are decaying and wasting away, inwardly we are being renewed 
daily.  

The inner part, the spiritual nature, is being renewed. The word here is “anakainao.” It’s in the 
present tense. It suggests a continual renewal. Paul talked about this transformation of the inner 
nature in Ephesians 4:20 to 24. Listen to what he said: 

You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of him and were 
taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard 
to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

How are we renewed daily in our inner being? Although at times it can be very discouraging, we 
are assured here that God is doing a spiritual work every day in our inner spiritual nature. His 
goal is to make us more like Christ. That's why Paul gave us this promise in Romans 8:28 and 
29. He said: 

We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers. 

In 2 Corinthians 3:18 Paul wrote this: 

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into 
his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

If you are a believer here this morning, God is doing is supernatural work in your inner being, 
continually renewing you, and making you more like Jesus. There is the story about the great 
artist, Michelangelo. He was working on one of his famous sculptures when a bystander 
commented on the amount of stone he was chipping away. He replied, “The more the marble 
wastes, the more the statute grows.” 

Do you feel like God is chipping away at you sometimes? The more the old life wastes, the 
more you become like Christ. People, I hope you are encouraged by what God is doing 
spiritually in your inner being. Paul assured the Philippians of God's ongoing work with these 



Page 4 of 10 

words in Philippians 1:6. He said, “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

Don't lose heart. Don't give up because we are outwardly wasting away, but remember the inner 
man is being renewed day by day, and God finishes what he begins. Amen? Amen. Paul goes 
on to tell us here that an eternal perspective also gives encouragement to the distress. Look at 
verse 17 again. He says: 

For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. 

The troubles are temporary. He says, “For our light and momentary troubles.” What did Paul 
considered to be light troubles? If you were to look at his life and ministry from an earthly 
perspective, it would seem quite severe. Later in his epistle he describes the severity of his 
troubles. We see it in 2 Corinthians Chapter 11 beginning with verse 23. Listen to what he says: 

Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have 
worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and 
been exposed to death again and again. Five times I received from the Jews the forty 
lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I 
was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, I have been constantly on 
the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my 
own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, 
in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. I have labored and toiled and have 
often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without 
food; I have been cold and naked. Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of 
my concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into 
sin, and I do not inwardly burn? 

Paul considered these light troubles: being beaten, shipwrecked, hungry, in danger of bandits. 
Light troubles. What are you going through right now in your life? Do you feel like your troubles 
are more than you can bear? People, our troubles are light, they’re light compared to eternity. 
The word means “light in weight, easy to bear.” It's the same word that Jesus used in His 
wonderful invitation in Matthew 11:28 to 32. That’s when He said: 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

His affliction for Jesus’ sake, however crushing it may seem, is in fact light, a weightless trifle. 
You know the keyword also here is “momentary.” People, the troubles you're experiencing may 
last for hours, days, weeks, months, years, or even a lifetime; but compared to eternity, it’s a 
very brief time. I remember back when I was in college and I was preparing for a final exam. I 
was consumed by it. Nothing else mattered. I’d go without food. I would study. I would be 
worried, Am I gonna pass this course? Am I gonna get my degree? Everything was focused on 
that. Now, over 30 years later, I look back. What was I studying? What was the class? What 
was the degree I got?  

You see, what Paul's pointing out here is they’re light compared to eternity, the troubles he says 
here produce an eternal weight of glory. He says the light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. There's a play on words here. The 
Greek word “weight” is “baros.” Bruce comments, he says, “Paul's choice of the expression ‘the 
weight of glory’ may be influenced around the fact that in Hebrew weight and glory come from 
the same root.” What he is saying is, although you’ve been maybe suffering now and it may 
seem extremely heavy to you, compared to the weight of the eternal glory you will receive it's 
really very light. 
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This is exactly what Paul meant in Romans 8:18 when he said this, “I consider that our present 
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  

The writer of the Hebrews supported this truth when he wrote about Moses in Hebrews 11:24 
and 25. He said: 

By faith, Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a short time.  

Because Moses knew those momentary troubles, that momentary pain, wasn't anything 
compared to the glory that he would receive.  

Peter said the same thing when he addressed suffering believers in 1 Peter 4:12 and 13. He 
said: 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  

Chip Ingram in his wonderful book, Good to Great in God’s Eyes, tells a story about a Chinese 
house church and the pastoral couple that led it. He said: 

Across the table, the pastor of an underground house church in China shared what was 
going on in his life and how his ministry had been going recently. He had come to Hong 
Kong for a “Walk Through the Bible” training seminar I was leading. After one of the 
sessions we went out for dinner. His congregation had to move frequently because 
government officials in his province were particularly hard on house churches. 

He told me about his evangelistic trips and how he missed his wife and children 
whenever he traveled. While he was away on a recent trip, the police came into his 
home and questioned his wife. She convinced them that she not her husband was the 
pastor, not an uncommon situation in China, and that the church had dispersed. She 
was the only one left she told them. So to make an example of her, they took her to the 
police station and beat her until she was bloody and bruised. 

As I listened to this pastor’s story, I tried to imagine how would I react if that happened to 
my wife. That's a high price to pay for being in ministry. Quite honestly, I'm not sure how 
I would respond. Frustration, anger, a desire for vengeance would be hard to contain. 
“How did you deal with it?” I asked. I’ll never forget his answer. 

As we talked about it later, my wife said, “Isn't it amazing that Jesus gave us the privilege to 
suffer for His sake and that we can make that kind of sacrifice to thank Him for suffering for us?”  

People, what these Chinese brethren understood and what Paul is communicating to the 
Corinthians is that no matter what we go through, no matter how hard it seems to be, it's only 
temporary. When we commit it to the Lord and seek to live for His glory, some day we will be 
richly rewarded by our wonderful Savior and Lord. Amen?  

Paul goes on and he tells us that an eternal perspective gives faith to the doubting. Verse 18 he 
says this: 

So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal 

First, he says, “We don't focus on what is seen.” He says, “So we fix our eyes not on what is 
seen.” This word is in the present tense, that is, “to continually focus or place one's attention 
upon what is seen.” So my question is, What are the things which are seen? The things of this 
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world. The things of this life. The things that we see that we put all of our attention on first are 
our possessions, and yet Paul said this to the young Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:17 to 19. He said: 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides 
us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life 
that is truly life.  

Another thing that we put our attention on or we fix our eyes on that is seen is our 
accomplishments and yet God, speaking through the prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 9:23 and 24 
said this: 

Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom 
or the strong man boast of his strength 
or the rich man boast of his riches,  
but let him who boasts boast about this: 
that he understands and knows me,  
that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness 
on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord.  

We focus on our relationships, but remember our relationships here on earth will be different in 
heaven. We focus on our pleasures and occupation, yet the richest man who ever lived gave 
this testimony, King Solomon in Ecclesiastes 2:10 and 11 he said: 

I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. My heart took 
delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor. Yet when I surveyed all 
that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, 
a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun. 

You know, I’ve shared this with you before, but when Elvis Presley was a young man he had 
three goals for his life. He wanted to be rich. He wanted to be famous. He wanted to be happy. 
He achieved the first two. He was extremely rich. He was very famous, but the third eluded him 
for Elvis Presley died a miserable and unfulfilled man.  

Listen to what the apostle John said in 1 John 2:15 to 17. He said, 

Do not love the world or anything in the world. (He’s talking about the world system.) If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world – 
the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does 
– comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, 
but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

D.A. Carson, in his wonderful devotional, The Love of God, says this: 

But Christians make their evaluations in the light of eternity. “The world and its desires 
pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever” (1 John 2:17). Pity the 
person whose self-identity and hope rest on transient things. Ten billion years into 
eternity, it will seem a little daft to puff yourself up over the car you now drive, the 
amount of money or education you have received, the number of books you owned, the 
number of times you had your name in the headlines. Whether or not you have won an 
Academy Award will then prove less important than whether or not you have been true 
to your spouse. Whether or not you were a basketball star will be less significant than 
how much of your wealth you generously gave away. The one “who does the will of God 
lives forever.”  



Page 7 of 10 

Paul says don't focus exclusively on the things that are seen and the things of this world 
because they’re passing away. But he says, “Focus on what is unseen.” He says: 

So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  

So what are the unseen things? The things of God. The things of faith. The eternal things. God 
wants us to have an eternal perspective as we go through this life.  

Randy Alcorn gives a thought-provoking illustration in his book The Treasure Principle. I want to 
share it with you here. I want you imagine, all of us, the Bible says we’re all gonna live 70, 80 
years, 90, some 60, but he said: 

How foolish it is as a believer (I'm talking as a believer here) to put all of your focus, all of 
your investment, all of your intention on those 70 years of life on earth. Because we’re 
gonna live the next life eternally in heaven, and there's gonna be no end to it. So to put 
all of your attention on the things of this world, the things that are seen, that's foolishness 
because we’re gonna live eternally. 

The question I’m asking here is, What are the unseen things? People, the things of this world 
are passing away. They are temporary. What are some of the things that have eternal 
significance? Let me give you a few here before we finish up. First of all, the Bible. Jesus said in 
Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” 
How much time do you spend every day getting to know this Word? It's eternal.  

Paul said in Romans 10:17, “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the word of Christ.” We get our faith through God's Word. One of my 
favorite things to do is to get up in the morning and to read God's Word. Sometimes I'm late to 
work because I just can’t get away. But more than reading the Word, I read it and when 
something impresses me, a verse or a passage, I write it down a 3 x 5 card. I have hundreds of 
these cards, both sides. I'll take five or six or ten of them and when I go for a walk, especially on 
my day off, I'll meditate. I’ll think about those Scriptures and let it steep into my soul again. 

People, there's a blessing that comes from meditating on God's Word. In fact, the psalmist 
wrote of the blessed man in Psalm 1:2. He says, “But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on 
his law he meditates day and night.” Do you delight in God's word? It's eternal.  

You know, our relationship with Jesus Christ has eternal significance. Paul wrote to the 
Philippians in Philippians 3:7-11. He said this: 

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I 
consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may 
gain Christ and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but that which is through faith in Christ – the righteousness that comes from 
God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, 
to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  

Paul knew his relationship with Christ was eternal, so he valued it more than anything.  

Another thing that has eternal significance is going through a period of suffering with grace and 
dignity. You know, Dan Owens, Larry mentioned him a couple weeks ago in a sermon. Dan 
Owens was a good friend of mine who lost his battle with cancer this year. He wrote these 
profound words on his caring blog shortly before he went home to be with the Lord. He said: 
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Yes, there are great mysteries in our world, and one of the greatest is the mystery of 
suffering. No one leaves this earth without suffering in some form. As I stated before, it 
can come in a variety of ways that touch us mentally, physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually. In a sermon that I have developed during my suffering, I give the positives 
said can come out of suffering. I think the Bible, and experience for that matter, shows 
us that there are some productive results of suffering. I can readily admit that my 
suffering has been a good thing for me even though the worst is yet to come. Yes, there 
are some reasonable aspects to suffering, but then again there are times when suffering 
is a complete and utter mystery. I can explain my suffering to some degree. I cannot 
explain the suffering of a little child who has to go through everything that I've gone 
through and worse. We often have to admit that there are no human answers to 
suffering. I confess that some suffering defies explanation. It's a mystery to me.  

Then he goes on to say: 

For some reason, maybe our pride, we had often balked at speaking of the mysteries of 
God. God is mysterious. There is no way around it. For me I say it firmly, God is the 
greatest mystery of all, and I am so looking forward to learning His ways on the other 
side of the grave. 

Talk about exciting. Our brother shortly after that went to be with the Lord. I want to tell you, I 
don't know what you're going through right now, but in suffering there is eternal significance 
because God is doing an eternal work in your life as you go through that suffering and as you 
give it to Him.  

Another thing that has eternal significance is making Christ known to an unbelieving world. 
Proverbs 11:30 says, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.” 
People, I believe that many of you here this morning when you get to heaven are gonna be 
completely astounded by how many lives you touched for eternity.  

Investing your life in God's service has eternal significance. When you serve the Lord and you 
do it for His glory, that has eternal implications. Chuck Swindoll said this, “Man honors the 
famous and soon forgets them.” 

Hebrews 6:10 says, “God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have 
shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.” Here on 
earth, we may never get to stand under the spotlight and receive the applause of man. Even if 
such an opportunity were to come, we would not be remembered by many for very long. God, 
on the other hand, sees everything we do. He sees everything we do, and He will one day 
abundantly reward us for our faithfulness to Him.  

As you serve the Lord, maybe you feel like, Is anybody even aware of it? Does anybody even 
care? Yes, there is somebody who cares. He sees what you're doing, and it will have eternal 
reward.  

Lastly, investing your resources and possessions in God's eternal kingdom has eternal 
significance. People, the things of this world are passing away. That's what Jesus said in 
Luke 16:9 when He said, “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that 
when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.” In other words, invest your 
material wealth in those things that have eternal significant.  

I like what Randy Alcorn said. He said, “You can't take it with you, but you can send it on 
ahead.”  
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You see, that's exactly what Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-24 when he said: 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

In the Upper Room, Jesus promised his disciples this promise in John 14:2-3. He said: 

In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am 
going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  

People, the home that Jesus is preparing for us as His children is beyond our wildest 
imagination. Let me ask you this morning, Is your treasure, your values with the things that are 
seen, the temporal things, those things that are passing away? Or is it with the things of God 
that are not seen, that have eternal value?  

David Jeremiah tells a story of Adoniram Judson, a famous missionary who served in Burma 
years ago. He and his wife, Ann, were two saints who lived for the long tomorrow. Judson was 
arrested and falsely accused of being an enemy agent. Imprisoned in a tiny cell, he was forced 
to stand so others could lie down and sleep. The sun was unbearably hot. Since they were not 
allowed to bathe, the stench was horrible. One day the officials decided prison was not enough 
punishment for this infidel, so they hoisted Judson into the air by his thumbs. Pain filled every 
fiber of his body. When he returned to his cell, his precious wife, Ann, would creep in after dark 
and whisper to him. “Hang on, Adoniram, God will give us the victory.” Week after tortuous 
week, Ann would come by every night to encourage him with the same words. “Hang on, 
Adoniram, God will give us the victory.”  

One night she didn't come, and another night passed without the sign of her returning. Weeks 
went by and his loneliness grew to an unbearable level. No one told him that Ann was dying.  

Months later he was released. His body was so broken it was a miracle he could walk. He 
began a search for his beloved wife returning to the place where they used to live. As he limped 
toward his home, he saw child sitting in the dirt, a little girl so covered with filth that he failed to 
recognize her as his own daughter. He picked her up and staggered into the tent, his eyes 
squinting through the darkness. It was then that he saw her, a bundle of bones and rags lying 
on a cot so weak and frail that she looked like a skeleton. It was his Ann. Her beautiful hair had 
fallen out, and her blue eyes staring blankly at nothing. Hugging his daughter to his chest, he 
knelt down and wept calling her name over and over, “Ann, Ann, oh my darling Ann.” His hot 
tears fell on her face and slowly her eyes began to move with recognition.  

She struggled to speak, and her last words were, “Hang on, Adoniram, God will give us the 
victory.” That day, Adoniram Judson lost his sweetheart but not his faith. He lost his loved one, 
but not his courage. He began to preach again and soon was building churches. When he died 
he left scores of churches and hundreds of Christian converts in that Muslim nation. He had 
fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith, and will receive a crown of righteousness 
on that day. 

What would the apostle Paul say to Adoniram Judson? The same thing he would say to us. 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 New American Standard Bible: 

We do not lose heart. Though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being 
renewed day by day. 17 For momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal 
weight of glory far beyond all comparison. 18 While we look not at the things which are 
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seen, for the things which are seen are temporary, but at the things which are unseen. 
For the things which are unseen are eternal.  

My friends, live for the long tomorrow and your life will have eternal significant today. Amen? 
Amen. Let’s pray. 

Lord, I want to thank you for your Word. Thank you for Paul, for Judson, and other examples for 
us, Dan Owens. Lord, if there's anyone here today that doesn't know you in a personal way, I 
pray before they leave they will come the prayer room or talk to one of us up here so we can 
share how they can know and have eternal life which is in you. Lord, I pray that all of us today 
will be encouraged and inspired to live for the long tomorrow, to realize that what we're doing 
now has eternal significance. So, Lord, we give our lives to you. We thank you that we know 
you, that we can worship you, and we love you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


