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November 1, 2015 
John 10:1-10 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Remember I AM (The Gate) 
 
Hi Everyone.  My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for 
downloading the podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus 
and preaching the Word. Your downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us, as 
we know that our ministry is going out to spread God’s Word all over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for 
your involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other 
teachers, you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be engaged with a body of believers 
where you can grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or other believers, 
or people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to you, as you hear God 
speak into your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, reproducing followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

If you have your Bible today, I’d like you to turn with me to John 10.  We are going to one of the 
more well-known passages today, about the Good Shepherd, which is introducing us to the 
introduction of Jesus as the Gate.  It doesn’t matter if you believe in Jesus, what matters is that 
you have the right Jesus. There are a lot of people who believe in Jesus, but their Jesus isn’t 
the Jesus of the Bible, nor the Jesus of the truth. That’s why Jesus spent so much time asking 
people, “Who do you say I am?” And it is why we’re doing this series, called Knowing the True 
Jesus. 

In John 9, Jesus heals a blind man, not just of his physical blindness, but of his spiritual 
blindness.  He helped him to see who Jesus is.  

And He confronts the Pharisees in Chapter 10 because their spiritual blindness is causing them 
to think they know God, but they don’t. He reminds them that there is only one gate through 
whom we can come to find life. He is that gate. The very gate we are remembering today in 
Communion.  

I want to say a very special greeting to all of you who are studying this with us on-line, watching 
us live. Some of you are recovering from illness, some of you are shut in. We pray for you each 
week. Some of you are in various places across the country where there is no strong local 
church. Some of you are visiting with us from around the world. It’s nighttime where you are. We 
thank you for being here and we hope your day and your time with us, with Jesus, is blessed.  

Here is the way John recorded that confrontation with the Pharisees in John 10:1–10  

 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, 
but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run 
away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this 
figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 
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7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who 
have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 
9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, 
and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full. 

Jesus, these are powerful words and life-giving words. They shatter the darkness and help us to 
see the light of truth. There are not many ways to God, there is only one. Jesus, You are that 
way, the gate for the sheep. I pray today, as we come to this table of Communion, as we 
remember the sacrifice that opened that way for us, that we will know today who You are and 
we will have the assurance that we have come to God through the gate who is the Great I AM. 
We thank you, in your precious name, Amen. 

Each year, (because of the generosity of my friend, Sherman, who is a coach for the Seattle 
Seahawks) my son Tyler and I get to go up there and see a game. After the game, we come 
down to a special player area, where we meet Sherman and we leave together to have dinner 
and get caught up. It’s a great, special time for me.  

There is a special entrance to this player area, in the basement of the stadium up there. Unless 
you are wearing a wristband and have gone through a security check, there is no way you are 
going to get in there. In fact, there is only one way in – and with the police presence and the 
security there, I can assure you, if you try to get in there other than by that gate, there is no way, 
and you’re going to be kindly escorted out.  

It’s really no different when it comes to God and eternal life. Sin has created an impenetrable 
barrier between God and man. A barrier we cannot cross on our own. But there is a door. There 
is a gate. We come through that gate into eternal life, or we do not come to it. That gate to life is 
Jesus, who is the great I AM. You see, we are engaged in a series of messages together, 
entitled, Who Do You Say I AM? Knowing the True Jesus. This is vitally important. There are 
many ideas and many versions of who Jesus is, flying around out there. There always have 
been, and there always will be, and all those Jesuses that are not the Jesus of the Bible, not the 
great I AM, God in human flesh, those Jesuses cannot save you. Can you think of a better 
strategy of the evil one, to keep the most people out of heaven and eternal life, than to cause 
them to think they have believed in Jesus when in reality they haven’t. Because the one they 
follow is a false Christ. The true Jesus is the great I AM. Yahweh. Jehovah. The God in human 
flesh who gave His life on the cross, to die in our place, for our sin. Having made that payment, 
was buried in the tomb and three days later, rose again victoriously.  He is alive today and King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords. All of us have sinned.  That sin separated us from God. God is life. 
To be separated from God is the very definition of death.  

Jesus is the great I AM, the gate through whom we must come to find life. It is so essential to 
know the true Jesus, that Christ was asking people, “Who do you think I am?” It was an identity 
question. Do you remember Matthew 16: 13-14 --  

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?” 
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14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.” 

 

Today it would sound like this: “They say you are a good man, or a good moral teacher, or one 
of the ‘ways’, or you are a religious leader, or a great prophet.” 

But then Jesus asked life’s most important question, the question every human being on this 
planet will one day have to answer. Get it wrong, and you’ll be lost for eternity in eternal death. 
But get it right, and you’ll come through the gate into eternal life. The question was this: 

Matthew 16:15 
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

In the end, it’s not going to matter what I say about Him, or what others say about Him. It’s 
going to matter what you say about Him. Who is He? How would you answer that question? 

Peter got it right in Matthew 16:16 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.” 

It is this Jesus, God in human flesh, the great I AM, the Messiah, the Son of the Living God, who 
is the gate for the sheep. We are remembering it today in Communion that through His sacrifice, 
that door is open. Communion reminds us that there is only one gate that leads to Life. Who is 
that gate? Jesus said, “That gate, I AM.” 

That’s why John wrote in John 10:7-10 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who 
have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 
9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, 
and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full. 

There is only one gate, the great I AM, and that is Jesus.  But you would not know that, listening 
to what people are saying.  And the preferences we have in our culture, wanting to have many 
ways to God.  

I was reading an excerpt from a sermon by Stuart Ruch, he is the Bishop of the Anglican 
Church of North America. What caught my attention was, in this excerpt from a couple years 
ago, the subtitle that said, “The spiritual quest sometimes resembles a burrito bar.” It caught my 
interest. Here is what he said, 

There is a pervasive approach to the spiritual life in our culture that I would simply call 
the “Religion of Chipotle”. Now if you love Chipotle, that’s a good thing. Chipotle offers a 
simple and fun way to eat lunch or dinner. You come up to the burrito bar, look over the 
food options, then you decide how to concoct your own burrito. The ingredients are laid 
out behind the glass, but you design the meal to suit your personal tastes.  

Unfortunately, some people take that same approach in their spiritual quest to find God. 
In our culture, it’s tempting to think that we can saunter up to the great burrito bar of the 
religious world, and say something like this: “I’ll have some of that evangelicalism. I like 
their energy and their cultural adaptability. I like that regal nature of Roman Catholicism. 
It seems kind of ancient. I also need a dab of mystery in my life, but not too much, 
please, because I also want to figure out things for myself. And give me a dash of 
Hinduism because I sure like that open-endedness, and if I’m a good person, I’ll be 
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reincarnated in a higher life form. And I like the calmness and detachment of Buddhism, 
but just give me a small portion, because I don’t want to quench all my earthly desires.  
And wow! Islam - there is some serious discipline. That would sure help me stay on 
track. I’ll have some of that. But that judgment of God stuff?  That’s a little too spicy.  
And that ‘Jesus is the only way to God’ salsa? Nah, I don’t want to limit myself to that 
option. You can leave that out.  

We literally, often without research, often very subjectively, pick the things we think to be 
true. As a result, we make our own religion, life a self-made burrito. 

That’s what the Pharisees and religious leaders were doing with Jesus and their Judaism. They 
were taking the teaching of Moses in the Old Testament, and they were combining it with their 
own smattering of traditions and preferences, and they were creating a religion that had nothing 
to do with the Bible. All the while, they were claiming to know God.  

In fact, Jesus said, by leading other people and teaching them your ideas, you are robbing them 
of life. Remember Mark 7:6-8? 

6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites 
[powerful word, “hypocrite” – it means to speak from behind a mask – to 
say that you are one thing, but in reality you are something else. In this 
case they were people who claimed to know God, but they didn’t]; as it is 
written:  

“‘These people honor me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me. 
7 They worship me in vain; 
    their teachings are merely human rules.’ 
8 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human 
traditions.” 

So there’s God. The Great I AM, the Creator of the universe, who met Moses on Sinai, led the 
people in the Promised Land and in the wilderness, whose glory filled Solomon’s Temple. There 
He stands right now in front of them, God in human flesh. He is offering them life and they 
refuse it. Because they want their religion their own way. They don’t want to accept that Jesus is 
God in human flesh, the only way to God. They thought they were already in the sheep pen, and 
that Jesus was an imposter. But they were more blind, Jesus said, than the blind man He just 
healed. They thought they were on the inside but they are really on the outside, cut off from life. 
And Jesus said, you are like thieves and robbers, stealing life from others.  

Jesus told them, I am the gate. If you try to come to God through any other means, you are only 
trying to climb the wall like a thief or robber. You don’t hear my voice because you don’t belong 
to me. I call into the pen of Judaism, my voice goes out to all of you who claim to follow Moses. 
My sheep hear my voice, and they come to Me. They follow me because they know My voice 
and they are not going to listen to a stranger. They are not going to listen to you, because 
they’ve heard God speak to them.  

Jesus told them earlier (John 8:47) “Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason 
you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 
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Let me ask today, are you listening to God? Am I listening to Him? Do I hear His voice, or am I 
listening to the voice of the culture? Jesus said (John 10:7-8) Therefore Jesus said again, “Very 
truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them.” 

 
“All who have come before me are thieves and robbers.” He is not talking about all the prophets 
and priests who proclaimed the truth prior to His coming, He is talking about all the false 
prophets and false religionists who make up their own ideas and turn people away from the truth 
of Christ. They are thieves and robbers.  
 
Jesus is the Gate to the fullness of Life.  That’s why He said in John 10:9-10 “I am the gate; 
whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full.”  
 
That word ‘full’ means “abundant”, life the way God intended it to be. Life, the way God has life. 
And by the way, this life He is describing has little or nothing to do with your circumstances; how 
easy or hard things are. Our brothers and sisters today, who are laying down their lives amid  
horrendous persecution have a fullness of life that no circumstances can steal. In fact, many of 
them are experiencing life in Christ in a way more powerful than you and I could ever imagine. 
They have it to the full, that’s why they will not deny Him. Why would you give up what everyone 
else is looking for, when you know you have it?! 

Whoever enters through me will be saved, He said. Whoever! But you have to come through the 
gate. The gate is Jesus. Remember Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 7:7-8: 

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the 
one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

Then He went on to say (Matthew 7:13-15):  

 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it. 

15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ferocious wolves. 

People, one of the reasons I always being my messages saying, “turn in your Bibles”, (or turn 
on your ipad or phone or however you keep the scriptures) is because you have to know that 
what I’m telling you is coming from this (the Bible). Because if it isn’t, I’m a liar and a robber. 
Enter through the narrow gate. The road to destruction is wide, but the gate to life is narrow and 
few find it. Jesus said, “That gate, I AM.” 

You see, in the ancient Middle East, a sheep pen was often built out in the open. Sometimes it 
was a cave with an opening, but often built out in the open, a rock wall, or mud bricks piled up, 
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just high enough to keep stuff out. There would be an opening. Sometimes there was a literal 
gate, but many time there wasn’t, especially not out where the shepherds were. So, when they 
built this sheep pen, there would be one opening in the wall. The good shepherd would herd his 
sheep into the pen. At night, they shepherd would lay down in the opening, to keep the sheep 
out of harm, and to keep harm from coming in. Literally, the shepherd was the gate for the 
sheep. Jesus said, “I am the gate.”  

“I am the gate”. Lord willing, as we’ll see shortly, in another message coming up, He is also the 
Good Shepherd.  

A gate serves two functions. It provides access, and it provides protection. Jesus is the gate 
who offers both. Access through Him to eternal life with God, and protection  - the fact that 
nothing is going to touch His sheep unless it goes past the shepherd.  

People, I don’t know what you are going through right now. Some of the folks in this church are 
going through some pretty tough times and we’ve been praying for you, but I can assure you, 
whatever is touching your life, if you are one of His sheep, nothing is touching you, but the 
shepherd had first seen it and allowed it.  He won’t let it through unless it is for your good and 
His glory, with an eternal purpose that far outweighs them all.  

That’s why Jesus said (John 10:9) 

I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and 
go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

That’s why, a little later, in John 10:27-30 He said:  

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who 
has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s 
hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”  

If you come to Me, you’re coming to God. And no one is going to snatch you away from Us. 

 My mom was raised in the church. In fact, the church she attended was next door to what we 
would call our homestead in Kezar Falls, Maine. My mom went to church there as a little girl, 
went through the youth program. I heard she sang in the choir. She babysat the pastor’s kids. 
But my mom never knew that there was only one way to God. See, you can be religious, but a 
relationship with God is something else. For years I shared with my mom. Every time she would 
say, “I know about Jesus, but there are some things I have to get right before God will accept 
me.” 

I said, “No, mom. It doesn’t work that way. It doesn’t work that way! I know you have all these 
things you think you have to do to be saved. You’re trying to climb over the wall! You’ll never 
make it! There is only one way to God and you have to come through the gate. You have to 
come through Jesus. You have to believe in Him and confess your sin to Him and believe that 
He died on the cross. Otherwise, you’re trying to make it by human effort and you’ll never make 
it. I shared that with her for years. Just a couple of weeks before she passed away, I flew back 
to Maine to see her. It was a freezing December and I remember going upstairs in that little 
house where she lived. She was lying on the bed, looking like just a portion of what she used to 
look like. I remember sitting there. I took her by the hand and said, “Mom, I can handle you 
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dying, but I can’t handle the thought of you going to hell without Jesus. I need to know that you 
are saved.” 

She said, “Larry, a couple years ago I asked Jesus to save me. I came through the gate!” 

I said, “Great! You wait until now to tell me!?” (laughter) 

“I am the gate”, Jesus said. “Everyone who comes to Me will be saved.” 

Have you come through the gate, who is Jesus? Or are you still trying to climb over the wall 
somehow in your own strength? You’ll never make it. See, there is only one way to life, and we 
are remembering it right here in Communion. 

Jesus said, “This bread is My body; this cup is My blood, given for you. And as often as you eat 
this, I want you to remember Me. I want you to remember Me. Because there is only one gate 
that leads to life. That gate, I AM.” 

Thank You, God. Thank You, God. For making it so plain. I don’t know why it took me so many 
years to get it. By Your grace, I finally came through that gate, too. Lord, today, there are many 
of us who have heard Your voice and we’re listening to You. And we’ve come to You and been 
saved. I am praying today, as we come to this table of Communion, that our remembrance will 
honor You. We’ll remember the access we have to life, through You and the cross. And the 
protection that is ours, to know that nothing is going to touch us except for eternal good. And 
You are going to bring us safely home. Thank You for being the gate. We praise You today in 
Your precious name, Amen. 
 
 

 

 


