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Hi Everyone.  My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for downloading the 
podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus and preaching the Word. 
Your downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us, as we know that our ministry is 
going out to spread God’s Word all over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for your 
involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other teachers, 
you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be engaged with a body of believers where you can grow 
in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or other believers, or 
people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to you, as you hear God speak into 
your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, reproducing followers of Jesus Christ. 

If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would - we’re going to be looking at 
John 14 and primarily we’ll be looking at John chapter 8 as we continue on in our series, Who Do You 
Say I AM? Knowing the True Jesus. We’re looking at the I AMs of Christ, and today, Jesus reveals 
Himself as The Truth. You remember, in John 14 in the upper room, Jesus is with His disciples the 
night before He goes to the cross. In that passage we looked at last week, about Him being the Way, 
He also introduces Himself as the Truth. Here’s the way John recorded Jesus’ words in John 14:1-7: 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s 
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you 
to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.  

Prior to that, in John 8:31-47, Jesus, speaking to a crowd said this: 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. 
How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way 
to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen in the 
Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.” 
39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. 
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did. 40 As it is, 



you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. 
Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the works of your own father.” 
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from 
God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? 
Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want 
to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the 
truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar 
and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you 
prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to 
God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 

Let’s pray together: Lord these were powerful words then and they are today. Slaves to sin – thinking 
we know God when we don’t. Yet You meant these words to set people free. So I’m praying today, 
God, that You who are the truth will set us free today as we hear the truth. We thank you in Your 
precious name, Amen. 

There was a time in every American courtroom when you were about to give testimony, when you 
would put your left hand on a Bible, you’d raise your right hand, and you took an oath. “Do you 
solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?” The truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth. There was a time when most Americans knew what that 
meant. That they were swearing to state information that was factual reality. In fact both the dictionary 
definition and biblical meaning of “truth” are the same: objective, absolute, manifested fact, consistent 
with reality.  

Truth is under attack. That’s no surprise to you. The very characteristics of truth are not understood 
today by most people. Five characteristics of truth: 

• It is universal and trans-cultural, meaning it’s true for everyone, everywhere, every time, every 
culture. It doesn’t change. Truth is truth. 

• It is objective, meaning it exists outside of us. You don’t have to know truth to make it real. It 
isn’t just true for you, it is true for everyone because truth exists objectively outside of us. It’s 
true because it’s truth.  

• Truth is consistent. It doesn’t change. 
• Truth brings freedom, as we’ll talk about in a little bit. 
• Truth demands a response. You can either accept it or reject it, to your own peril.  

But truth doesn’t mean those things to most people any more. Now, we’re told that there are no 
absolutes. Truth can be different for each of us, so there’s her truth, and his truth, and my truth and 
your truth. I even heard a guy on the radio reporting how he was helping his daughter with her 
homework, and there was a problem in there trying to get the girl to believe that 8 + 2 =12, if you can 
explain effectively why this is true for you. Even the absolutes of math are under attack. If this takes 
hold in our country, you don’t want to ever let them handle your taxes, or fly in a plane they’ve 
designed, I can assure you! 

Truth is even being divorced from reality in the Christian community. People used to believe in Jesus 
and the gospel because it was objectively true. It was factually true. It was historically true. But not any 
more. Christians are beginning to separate more and more faith from truth. In fact, there are some who 
would say, I would believe it even if it wasn’t true. 



Vishal Mangalwadi is a biblical scholar from India. He came to America a few years ago in November to 
visit Christian universities. He said he went into Christian university classrooms and asked the question, 
“How many of you would still believe in Christianity if you found out tomorrow that Christianity was not 
true, that is, that God never became a man, Jesus did not die for our sin, and that He did not rise from 
the dead.” He said there were about 25 students in each of the classes that he surveyed. Twelve of the 
students in each class raised their hand, saying, I would still believe in Christianity even if it wasn’t true. 
He went on to say, these sincere, devout students had grown up in Christian homes, gone to church all 
their lives, studied in Christian schools, some had been in that Christian university for three years. They 
respected their elders who taught them that Christianity was all about faith, with little concern for truth. 
Mangalwadi went on to say that Christianity lost America because 20th century evangelicalism branded 
itself as the party of faith. They allowed secularism to allow science, the universities and the media to 
become the party of truth. So now, you hear people say, “Well, if you want to know what’s true, it’s this, 
but if you want to believe faith, it’s religion.” This is one reason he said why 70% of Christian youth give 
up meaningful involvement with church when they grow up. Secularism acquired the truth brand by 
default, because evangelicalism began defining the church’s mission as cultivating faith, not promoting 
knowledge of truth. So you have Christian kids in Christian universities saying, Christianity doesn’t have 
to be true, I just believe it. We’re wondering why we’re losing a generation!  

See, it’s not one or the other, it’s both. We have faith because our faith is rooted in objective truth. That 
truth is a person. Jesus said, that truth, I AM.  

We’ve been studying together the great I AM statements of Jesus.  Jesus’ self-disclosure of His true 
identity. Because there are many false Jesuses about, and only the true Jesus can save you. 

So Jesus reveals Himself as the I AM, God in human flesh, the savior of the world. On the night before 
He went to the cross, in the upper room with His disciples, He revealed another aspect of His identity 
as the I AM, He told them in John 14:6, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me.” Jesus was declaring, I am the ultimate expression of objective reality. I am 
the ultimate absolute. He told a group of Jewish followers in John 8, that they could know the truth, 
prove to be His disciples, and the truth would set them free. John 8:31-32:  

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

When the Jewish leaders who had believed Him heard this, they were offended. They went on the 
offensive. John 8:33 “33 They answered him, ‘We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been 
slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?’” They’ve never been slaves of anyone? 
Really? Wow! What about 430 years of bondage in Egypt? What about all the oppression by the 
nations during the period of the Judges? What about 70 years in captivity in Babylon? And what about, 
even at that moment, the current oppression of the Roman masters?  

But even more telling was their inability to see their slavery to sin. Jesus said, only the truth about sin, 
only the truth about God, only the truth about us, only the truth about salvation, can ever set us free. 
And Jesus said, that truth, I AM.  

Jesus the Great I AM is the truth that sets us free. But what is this freedom He is talking about? Well, 
He went on to say, Jesus is the truth that sets us free from bondage to sin. Jesus is the truth who 
sets us free to know God.  

Jesus is the truth who sets us free from bondage to sin. In verse 31:  



31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. 
How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed. 

I think the Chicago Sun-Times were the first to report this horrific story. Police were shocked by what 
they found inside a house in the small town of Durham, Ontario, Canada. Responding to complaints 
from relatives, police entered the ramshackle house and discovered two teenage boys locked in cages. 
Their biological aunt had adopted the teens more than a decade before. Through the years, the boys, 
now 14 and 15 years old, suffered at the hands of their adoptive parents. Ontario officials learned that, 
though the boys did attend school during the day, they were sent to their cages at night. On weekends 
and holidays, they often were allowed downstairs for a bowl of cereal in the morning, then sent back to 
their cages wearing diapers where they would spend the rest of their day. The adoptive mother was 
described at the court as a domineering, controlling woman whose husband was an illiterate and 
dyslexic handyman who beat the boys at her command. Detective Kate Lang and Constable Tim Maw 
released the 15-year-old from his makeshift cage and they told him he would never be locked in there 
again. His response was, “Really?” You see, here are two teenage boys who have lived in a cage so 
long, they think cage life is normal. In fact, they have no capacity to understand that other people aren’t 
going to their cages at night. They had no awareness on their part of what true freedom can be, or even 
that it was available.  

Jesus said, that’s what sin does to people.  It holds them in bondage like those boys in a cage. You 
see, those boys were locked up so long, they thought cage life was normal. Sin will hold you in 
bondage so long, you’ll begin to think that bondage to sin is normal. Have you ever heard people say, 
“Everybody is doing it?” People have no idea of what true freedom is, or even that it is available.  

Jesus said, the truth will set you free and that truth, I AM. That’s why He said in vs 34:  

34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed. 

Very truly, I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. This is very important. Jesus spoke those 
words in the present tense, which means a continued slavery to habitual sinning. When you see 
yourself a continuous slave to habitual sinning and you cannot break that pattern, have no sense or 
awareness of wrong, no desire to confess and get it right, then you are in slavery or bondage to sin. 
Such people can’t escape or overcome its effects on their own, because they are enslaved by what sin 
does. 

I know this to be true because I was in it. I know what it is it be a sinner apart from Christ and how 
many times my own life got so disgusting I wanted to change it. So I would focus on one area of sin and 
get it cleaned up a bit, but ten more would break out over here, that I was guilty of. Ben Franklin in his 
autobiography wrote about his list of sins. He was brave enough to list them. He told what he was doing 
to fight and conquer each one. But he wasn’t doing it with Jesus. He said, “Every time I got a handle on 
one, my list would get longer with the other sins breaking out. I could not break the pattern of sin.”  



Jesus said, you can know the truth and that truth I AM. As God’s Son, I’ll set you free. John 8:36 “If the 
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” That’s what broke the pattern in my life, the truth came to 
live there.  

That’s why the same apostle John would later write that those who believe in Jesus will not continue in 
slavery to habitual sin. People, these words are terribly powerful and convicting. (1 John 3:4-9): 

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. [rebellion against God] 5 But you 
know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who 
lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known 
him.[when I read that, I thought, man! I am in trouble!] 7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead 
you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 The one who 
does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 9 No one who is born of God 
will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because 
they have been born of God.  

My head was spinning when I read that! I thought, Lord, I love You. I believe You. I know You live in my 
life, but I still sin! So what’s going on with this? “No one born of God will continue to sin!” It’s in the 
same tense and the same words that Jesus used.  It means “will not continue to live in the unbroken 
pattern of habitual sin.” People, this is not sinless perfection He’s talking about; there is nobody who 
has totally eliminated sin’s power in their life. Nobody. But it is being overcome by the power of Christ. 
People who are in Christ still sin. I do and you do, but our response is different. We are not in slavery to 
it, because now we repent and confess and find God’s forgiveness and help to overcome our sins. 
That’s why John was writing (1 John 1:5-2:2): 

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light, in him there is no 
darkness at all.” IF we claim to have fellowship with Him, and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not live by the truth. But if we walk by the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another and the blood of Jesus His Son purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be 
without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim that we 
have not sinned, we make Him out to be a liar and His word is not in us. My dear children, I 
write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin [that’s you and me] we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and no only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.  

That’s why Jesus said, in verse 35, “Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son 
belongs to it forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  

What’s He talking about? You and I still sin, but we’re not in slavery to it any more. I used to not be able 
to say no to sin, but now I can because God gives me that power, that help, that strength. When I do 
sin, I have an advocate with the Father that I didn’t have before. Now I can come and say, Jesus, what I 
did was wrong. We both know it. I need you to forgive me and give me the strength now to live right 
before You. I’m not in slavery or bondage to sin any more. I put myself in slavery to Christ. Jesus said, 
remember, the slave has no permanent place in the family. If you are still continually, habitually sinning 
– choosing to sin with no desire to repent, no desire to confess, not looking to your advocate, not 
desiring to be free of it, if there has been no change there – then you are demonstrating that you are 
still a slave to sin and you are not in God’s family. Because when God’s Son comes to live in you, He 



sets you free from that pattern so that while we still sin, we now find forgiveness because we have an 
advocate with the Father. The Son sets you free, you’ll be free indeed. 

This is why the apostle Paul, who once called himself the “chief of sinners” can now write about true 
freedom in Christ. (Galatians 5:1) “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do 
not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” 

When Jesus comes, He breaks sin’s penalty. We go from death to life. Right now, Jesus is working in 
us to overcome sin’s power. We don’t have to give into it like we used to, and we have an advocate. 
Someday, Jesus is going to take us away from sin’s presence completely and we’ll never battle it again. 
I can’t wait for that day. 

That’s why Paul said (Romans 6:12-14):  

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not 
offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to 
God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him 
as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are 
not under the law, but under grace. 

Paul tells them, I used to never be able to break the patterns of sin in my life but now I can. With God’s 
help, I do. When I sin I confess and get it right. (1 Corinthians 10:13): 

13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he 
will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can endure it. 

That “way out” is turning to Jesus. We didn’t have that before but now we do. 

(John 8:31-32) “31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are 
really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’” And that truth, Jesus 
said, I AM. 

Not only set free from bondage to sin, but Jesus is the truth who sets us free to know God. 

(John 8:37-47): 

37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, because 
you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, 
and you are doing what you have heard from your father.” 
39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. 
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did. 40 As it is, 
you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. 
Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the works of your own father.” 
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from 
God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? 
Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want 
to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the 
truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar 



and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you 
prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to 
God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 

In August 2013, there was an article in the paper. You may have seen it. A public zoo in the third 
largest province in China was temporarily shut down due to an unusual problem. Visitors discovered 
that the zoo’s lion was actually a dog posing as a lion. According to a report in the Beijing newspaper:  

The fraud came to light when a mother and her young son visited the zoo and the animal 
labeled an African Lion started barking! That is a problem! The outraged mother said, “The zoo 
is absolutely cheating us! I paid good money for these tickets and I feel defrauded.” Zookeepers 
admitted that the so-called lion was actually a Tibetan Mastiff, a large dog with a furry brown 
coat. They also admitted that other zoo animals had been mislabeled. Apparently there was a 
white fox in a leopard’s den, another dog being passed off as a wolf, the staff also swapped two 
snakes at the reptile house with two giant sea cucumbers! The chief of the park’s animal 
department really did have a lion, it was just away at a breeding facility. The dog belonged to an 
employee and was put there for safety reasons. A spokesperson for the zoo said, “We’re just 
trying to do our best in these tough economic times.” (laughter) 

Trying to pass off the false for the true is not a new strategy. In fact, Satan has been doing that in 
regards to God since the Garden of Eden. I’m not suggesting that the Chinese zoo officials were up to 
some satanic motivation for their deception, maybe they really were just trying to get by in hard 
economic times. After all, who wants to pay good money to go to a zoo that doesn’t have a lion, or a 
leopard, or snakes for that matter? But it doesn’t minimize the fact that what they did was a lie.  

Jesus said that Satan is the father of every lie. Do you know that when you lie and I lie, Satan is using 
our mouths? What’s particularly terrible about that is when it happens to a Christian, to allow our 
mouths to be used by Satan himself. When Satan is lying through you, he is doing it for his purposes, 
not advancing God’s purpose. Jesus said, he is a liar! There is no truth in him. When he speaks, he 
speaks his native language. When we lie, Satan is using our mouth for his purposes.  

One of Satan’s greatest lies is convincing people they know God when they really don’t. That was the 
truth Jesus was trying to get across to these Jews. Jesus told them, I know you think God is your 
father, but He isn’t. You think you know God because you can trace your lineage to Abraham who knew 
God. Abraham knew God, because Abraham knew Me. And if you knew God, you would know Me, His 
Son. You would love Me. Remember John 14:7? Jesus told them that night at the last supper, “If you 
knew Me, you would know My Father.” I’m He.  

“I tell you the truth that I have heard from God,” Jesus said, “But you are unable to hear it.” You are 
unable to hear it. Why are you unable to hear it? It’s a word that means ‘the sound of my voice makes 
impressions on your eardrums but there is no understanding of what I’m saying’, because you don’t 
belong to God. 

(John 8:47): “Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do 
not belong to God.” 

Abraham believed God, He tells them, and it was credited to him as righteousness. You don’t believe 
God, which only proves that you don’t belong to Abraham and you don’t belong to God. The apostle  



Paul reminded them that it was clear to the Galatian churches that it isn’t the physical descendants of 
Abraham that are God’s children. It’s the people who spiritually descend from Abraham, because they 
believe God’s truth, just as Abraham did. Galatians 3:5-9 

5 So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the 
law, or by your believing what you heard? 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited 
to him as righteousness.” 

7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw that 
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All 
nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who rely on faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith. 

It goes on to say, verse 26-29: 

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave 
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

Jesus told them, you don’t know God and you don’t belong to God. Because you can trace your lineage 
to Abraham isn’t going to help you. You have to believe the truth like Abraham did. Then you’ll be set 
free to know God.  

People today say they’re going to heaven, or they say they know God. I ask them, how do you know 
that? Or what do you mean by that? What do you mean that you know God and you’re sure you’re 
going to heaven? What does that mean? I’ve had people tell me, I know God, my parents were Catholic 
and I was baptized Catholic. Or my family were Baptist, and I was baptized as a Baptist. Plug your own 
label in there. I’ve had people tell me, oh, of course I’m a Christian. I’ve been in church my whole life. I 
say, well, how has that helped you? I’ve mentioned before, I met a guy on the golf course. When I 
asked him about his eternal security, he said, oh, I’m fine with God. I asked what he meant by that. He 
said he has a brother who is a pastor in Texas. That was his response! His whole eternal security is 
wrapped up in that!  

There are all kinds of people who think they know God, but they don’t. Jesus was talking to a whole 
group of them. All those reasons apart from Christ are lies from Satan himself. John 8:43-47 

43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You 
belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, 
he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the 
truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, 
why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you 
do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 

John later wrote (1 John 2:3-6): 

3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4 Whoever says, “I know 
him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 5 But if 



anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This is how we know we 
are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 

People, I can’t live as Jesus did on my own and neither can you. The truth has to be actually living in 
me for me to be able to live a life like that. Only those who really know God can live like that. Only those 
who know the truth can really know God. That truth, Jesus said, I AM. 

What is truth? 

Do you remember when Jesus was standing before Pontius Pilate? Pontius Pilate was sort of a sad 
character in the biblical narrative. Kind of a weak man, really. He was appointed Procurator and 
governor of Judea. He wasn’t in the best standing with the Roman emperor. Judea had a history of 
problems, and he sent Pilate down there to keep things under control. Passover was coming and now 
this guy, Jesus, was stirring up the crowds. He has a revolt potentially on his hands. He knows that if 
things get out of control, it isn’t going to go well with the emperor. So, he has a mess to solve. That’s 
what Jesus was to him – a mess to solve.  

He knew Jesus was innocent. Multiple times he tried to get Him out of it. His wife even told him, don’t 
have anything to do with that innocent man. But he had a problem and he had to solve it. So, in John 
18, after Pilate is outside dealing with the people, it says in verse 33, Pilate went back inside the palace 
and asked Him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

“Is that your own idea?” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about Me?” (in other words, have you 
seen who I am, Pilate?) 

"Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own priests handed you over to me. What is it you’ve done?” 

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, My servants would fight to prevent my arrest by 
the Jewish leaders. But now My kingdom is from another place.” 

“You are a king, then,” said Pilate. 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact the reason I was born and came into the world is to 
testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to Me.” Everyone on the side of truth listens to 
Me. 

Pilate said, “What is truth?” 

There are many people asking that same question today. The only way they are going to find it is to find 
Jesus. Jesus said, “You may know the truth and the truth will set you free.” Free from bondage to sin, 
because otherwise you’ve lived in sin so long, you think that bondage is normal. It isn’t. The truth will 
set you free. You’ll know what true freedom is.  

Truth will set you free to know God. I know there is a lot of people who think they know God. They are 
very religious, but they don’t know Him because they don’t know Me. If you know Me, then you’ll know 
the truth and that truth will set you free to know God.  

Jesus said in John 8:31-32 “31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’” 



 That truth, Jesus said, I AM. 

Father, in a world that wants to convince us that 8+2=12, that there are no absolutes, that truth is 
determined by each of us as to what is true for us; when we want no authority over us, no king over us, 
no God but the ones we create -- this word stands in stark contrast to all of that. It is like a laser beam 
in the darkness. It is truth that sets people free. I’m praying today, God, You will help each of us, 
whether we are here in this room, whether we are in Antioch, or whether we’re watching on the stream, 
I’m praying that wherever this truth finds us, we would know the truth. The truth is You. We will invite 
you into our lives and believe that You are God, the Great I AM, the Truth that sets people free from 
sin, free to know God. Thank You for being the God who never moves, the rock who is always 
steadfast, the God who is always faithful. We thank You in Your precious name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	


