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Hi Everyone.  My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for downloading the 
podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus and preaching the Word. 
Your downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us, as we know that our ministry is 
going out to spread God’s Word all over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for your 
involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other teachers, 
you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be engaged with a body of believers where you can grow 
in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or other believers, or 
people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to you, as you hear God speak into 
your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, reproducing followers of Jesus Christ. 

If you have your Bible, turn with me if you would, to John 15. We are going to be concluding today, our 
series in John – The Great I AMs, answering Jesus’ question, Who Do You Say I Am? Knowing the true 
Jesus. 

We’ve been learning over these past few months that believing in Jesus is not enough, you have to 
believe in the true Jesus. The true and living God, who is God, come in the flesh, the Great I AM, the 
Savior of the world. 

In John 15, Jesus is in the upper room with His disciples. He has just told them He is leaving. You can 
tell they are very troubled and afraid. In John 14, He quieted their hearts and said, “Do not be afraid, I 
am going to be with you.” He told them He would send the Holy Spirit to be with them, and then He told 
them how they could live a fruitful life for God while He was gone, awaiting His return. Many people 
today do not think their lives are really counting for God. They don’t feel like they are fruitful. They don’t 
feel like their life is making a difference. In fact there are many people I talk to who aren’t even sure if 
they are really Christians. Well, Jesus wanted us to know the fruitful life that gives us assurance and all 
those things, to know that our life is making a difference. Here’s what He told the disciples that night 
about living a fruitful life. John 15:1-17 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you 
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 



9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in 
his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than 
this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I 
no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 
17 This is my command: Love each other. 

Let’s pray together: Father, You’ve been teaching us a lot, and there is so much more to learn. But I’m 
trusting it’s giving each of us listening, each of us who are believing, and each of us who are obeying – 
it’s giving us a greater assurance; greater assurance of knowing that we have put our love, faith and 
trust in the true Jesus, the only one who can save us from our sins. Today, God, as we open up this 
word, I pray You will help us to see that the real key to fruitful living is to be connected to, and remain in 
the vine. The vine, You said, I AM. We’ll thank You for all that You’ll show us, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

When Karla and I moved to California a little over 30 years ago, I wanted to have some fruit trees in the 
backyard. After all, I was told that California was the land of fruits and nuts, and I thought, I can’t have 
fruits and nuts if I don’t plant some fruit trees. So I did. Now, you have probably heard me share before, 
I am a horticultural nightmare. I kill every plant I touch. In fact, I was sharing with the guys yesterday at 
Men’s Breakfast, I walked through a nursery, and it’s like I hear the plants going, “No! Not me! Not me!” 
They know if I pick them, it’s a death sentence. I do have one fruit tree that has lasted in the back. It’s 
an apple tree. This year, it had one apple on it. Just one! I’m not sure why the thing is not dying, I think 
it is just hanging on to spite me. But whatever, one apple!   

Anyway, years ago, I planted a number of fruit trees. They are all dead now, so please don’t give me 
any more. I can’t bear the emotional strain of killing all these plants, but at the time I had this nectarine 
tree. I really liked it. I wanted nectarines. I went out one day. I don’t know if a big bird landed on it, or 
what, but one of the branches was bent over. You know, where it’s snapped but not fully separated. Still 
hanging on by a piece of bark and a little bit of wood. So I put the thing back up and I wrapped it with 
black electrical tape. For a while it looked good and strong. It looked like the other branches. You 
couldn’t tell it from the rest. But over time, I noticed, oops, it’s not getting any blossoms. The leaves are 
starting to whither, and it’s not producing any fruit. It looked like the rest of the tree. The leaves were 
the same, had the same bark, but it didn’t produce any fruit, so I ended up cutting it off. You see, a 
branch can’t produce fruit, or even survive unless it’s vitally connected to the tree or the vine.  

People are no different. People can’t produce fruit in their lives for God unless they are vitally 
connected to the vine, because only Jesus can produce the fruit. He will do it, He said, lots of it, in the 
lives of those who remain in Him. “I am the true vine,” He said, “That true vine, I AM.” 

We are coming to the conclusion of our series on the I AMs of Jesus in the gospel of John. These I AM 
statements are critically important because there are people all around who have different versions of 
Jesus. They’ll tell you Jesus is this, Jesus is that, and different cults and different version. It doesn’t 
matter a lot what people are saying about Jesus, what matters is what Jesus says about Jesus. In 
these I AM statements, Jesus is revealing His true identity, that He is the Great I AM, who created the 
universe, who raised up Abraham, and gave Moses the Law. He is the Great I AM who is God in 
human flesh, born of a virgin, living a sinless life, dying on a cross, paying for our sins and rising to life, 
having conquered the grave. He is the Great I AM who said, “I am the Bread of Life, I am the Light of 



the World, I am the Gate for the Sheep, I am the Good Shepherd, I am the Resurrection and the Life, I 
am the Way, the Truth and the Life, and now in John 15, He tells us that He is the true vine to whom we 
must be connected to have life and to have a life that is fruitful for God.  
 
When He said, “I am the true vine,” He used a word that means objectively true. Reality is true, but 
more than that, in this context, He is saying I am exclusively true – meaning, there is no other vine 
through which you can find life. There is no other vine through which the fruit of God can reproduce in 
your life. I am the true vine. Jesus is the true vine to which every person must be vitally attached if we 
are ever to have life or produce for God’s kingdom. 

The context of this passage you’re familiar with. Jesus is with His disciples in the upper room. It’s the 
night before He is going to the cross. He has been telling the disciples how to live and that He will be 
with them in a new and more powerful way once He leaves. He will be with them when they pray. He 
will be with them when they hear and obey His word. He will be with them when the Holy Spirit comes 
to live in their life. He said, I won’t leave you as orphans. I will be with you. I will be in you, in the person 
of My Holy Spirit. Then He tells them, that while I’m gone, here is how you live a fruitful life. They must 
be connected to and remain in the vine. Jesus said, that vine, I AM. 

That’s why John relates Jesus’ words to tell us that the key to a fruitful life is to remain in the true vine, 
Jesus Christ. The question is how. How do I know if I’m connected? How do I remain in Him and He in 
me? The proof of remaining or being connected to Him, Jesus said, is fruitfulness. The means of 
remaining in Him is obedience.  

The proof of being connected to Jesus, remaining in Him, is fruitfulness. He put it like this in John 
15:1- 8  

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you 
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

When I grew up in rural New England, there were basically two different kinds of fruit on the different 
kinds of plants. There were wild fruit, and there were cultivated or domestic fruit. It didn’t matter whether 
the bushes were wild or cultivated, as a kid, I couldn’t tell them apart. For example, on the wild side, we 
had blackberry bushes, we had raspberry bushes, and we had things called “Black Cat”. When there 
was no fruit on these, they all looked alike. The leaves looked alike to me – they were this viney thing 
with thorns on them, and you just avoided them. I could never tell them apart until the fruit came out. It 
was the same on the cultivated side. My dad was a good gardener. He planted all kinds of stuff. He 
planted a bunch of plants with vines. He would plant cucumber, squash, pumpkins, and melons. But to 
me, the plants all looked alike. In fact, if you didn’t have the little seed pack stuck on a stick, I wouldn’t 
have known what they were. My father knew the plants without any fruit, but I didn’t. I had to wait until 
the fruit started to appear before I could tell what plant was what.  



It’s really no different when it comes to people. I can’t tell if a person is a Christian just by looking at 
them. I can’t tell if a person is vitally connected to Jesus or walking and remaining in Him, or really in 
love and obeying Him, just by looking. I can’t tell! We come from so many different backgrounds, we 
have so many different ethnicities, so many different cultures and so many different ways that we look – 
just to look at somebody, I can’t tell if they are a Christian or not. I can’t tell if they are connected to 
Jesus and neither can you. But when you see the fruit of their life – that’s a different story. The fruit that 
comes out of their life begins to identify what kind of a plant they really are, and whether or not they are 
connected to the vine. You see, not everyone who calls himself a Christian really is. The way you can 
tell is by the fruit. Jesus said, in verse 5 & 8: 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing... 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

You see, Jesus doesn’t want us to be marginally wondering if people belong to Christ or not. He wants 
the fruit to be abundant. That’s why sometimes when people come and talk to me and they say, “I want 
you to pray for my loved one.” I say, ok, is your loved one a Christian or not? They say, “I don’t know.” 
I’m thinking, you don’t know? The living God may be living in that person, but you don’t know whether 
or not He is there? If there is no evidence, no fruit, no sign that you have seen, then there is probably a 
strong likelihood that there is no connection to the vine.  

Jesus said, you have to remain in Me, you can’t produce this fruit on your own; I will produce it, but you 
have to abide in Me. You have to be vitally connected to Me. You have to be inseparably joined to Me 
in relationship. I’m going to flow My life through you. If you are in Me, He said, and I am in you, you will 
bear much fruit.  

So if you are not bearing fruit, there is one of two issues: you are not really connected to the vine, even 
thought you think you are; OR there is sin or rebellion or something in your life that is quenching and 
grieving the Holy Spirit of God so that He is not producing the Christ-like fruit in your life that God said 
He would produce. If you claim to be a Christian but you don’t see the fruit of God in your life, 
something is wrong. But as you see the fruit in your life, you can tell if you are remaining in Him and He 
in you. Jesus will produce a fruit you can’t produce on your own. 

Jesus said, “My Father is the gardener.” The gardener knows the plants. He knows those who are His 
and those who are not. He doesn’t need to see the fruit to know, He knows. But when He knows you 
are His, He wants to produce the fruit in you.  

That’s why Jesus said in John 15:1-2 –  

I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  

It could look like a branch. It could sound like a branch. It could appear as though it is a branch, but it’s 
not really connected to the vine.  

There is a lot of theological controversy over these verses as to what they actually mean. The battle 
goes all the way back (even further than this, but at least) back to the Calvin side of theology and the 
Armenian side, to over-simplify it. Armenians are the ones who said you could be saved, but you could 
lose it. You could be saved but you could lose that salvation if you’re not producing any fruit. You could 
be cut off, and your salvation is lost. Then there is the Calvinist side, who said no, you can’t lose the 



salvation because salvation is a judicial act of God. When you were saved and born again, God 
declares in the heavenlies at His bar of justice, that you are declared righteous in His sight. You cannot 
lose that.  

These two camps have been there for a long time. There is a lot of debate back and forth over which is 
right. I personally believe in the judicial side of God’s salvation: that when I accept Jesus Christ as my 
Savior, I couldn’t do anything to be saved, but Jesus saves me. I am declared righteous at the bar of 
God’s justice and I am a child of God and I cannot lose that. I am given eternal life. But even if you are 
on the other side of the camp and I have a lot of good brothers and sisters who are, even if you are on 
the other side of the camp, if you take this “cutting off” to mean losing your salvation, rather than losing 
the ability to produce this fruitfulness, however you take this, the fact remains: if there is no fruit in your 
life, it raises huge questions as to whether or not you are even connected to Christ at all.  

So people who say, “once saved, always saved” and I can go live as I want, they are wrong! If there is 
no fruit, there is no assurance. People who say you can lose your salvation and be cut off, if there is no 
fruitfulness there, it’s the same issue. Can you produce the fruit without being connected to the vine? 
The answer is no. If you don’t see the fruit, you don’t want to be there. “Apart from Me, you can do 
nothing.” 

If God is operational in your life and He is producing this fruit, and you are connected to the vine, what 
kind of fruit would you expect to see?  

Well, Jesus said, first you would see an upward fruit. What did He mean by that? In John 15:5, He 
said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit. 
Apart from Me you can do nothing.” 15:8 – “This is to My Father’s glory that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be My disciples.” You see, there is an upward fruit that comes out of our life that 
brings glory to God. A person abiding in Christ and He in them will have a life that brings glory to God. 
That word ‘glory’ (the Greek word ‘doxa’) means to suppose or have an opinion. In other words, we are 
a people who live the way we do to bring glory to God because we have come to have a right and high 
opinion of who He is. We know Him as He really is.  

What is the problem in the world today? So many people have a low and faulty view of God, in fact, 
they make God out to be whatever they want Him to be, or they say God ought to be like this, or God 
ought to look like this, in fact they have ‘designer gods’ that have no resemblance to the true God 
whatsoever. So God said, I want to produce My fruit in you. My fruit! You can’t produce it, I will produce 
it. Then, as My life is perfected in you as I shine that light through your life, people are going to see that 
glory and know who I am. I am going to bear that fruit upward to bring glory to Me. That’s why Jesus 
said (Matthew 5:16) “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” There is an upward fruit that brings glory to God that is seen 
in your life.  

But Jesus said, there will also be inward fruit. It’s produced in us, the branch. It’s what Paul was 
talking about in Galatians 5:22-25 

Blackberry bushes produce blackberries. Peach trees produce peaches. Pumpkin plants produce 
pumpkins. Watermelon vines produce watermelons. A Christian branch connected to the vine produces 
Christlikeness.  That’s what Paul was talking about when he wrote the Galatian church about the fruit of 
the spirit. Remember Galatians 5? Our men’s team has done a great job this year, the whole focus of 
the monthly men’s breakfasts this year has been The Walk of a Godly Man, focused around these 
verses, the fruit of the spirit produced in our life. In Galatians 5:22-25, Paul begins talking about the fruit 



of the Spirit. Not the fruits. One fruit. It’s manifested in these nine Christ-like characters that are going to 
be perfected in us. Paul said: 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance (patience), kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by 
the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

This is the fruit the Spirit of God produces when He is reigning in a person’s life. It’s what Paul was 
praying the Philippian church and other churches would come to experience. It’s a good prayer for us. 
Philippians 1:9-11 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 
insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for 
the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the 
glory and praise of God. 

There are only two kinds of trees in God’s garden: good trees that produce good fruit, and bad trees 
that produce bad fruit. In the human context, there is only two fruit-producing sources: either the Holy 
Spirit of God is going to produce Christlike fruit; OR the flesh, our sin-nature, is going to produce fleshly 
fruit. Paul said in Galatians 5, the two of these war against each other. They have nothing in common. 
They are diametrically opposed. That’s why Paul said in Galatians 5:19-21: 

The acts of the flesh are obvious: [it’s an ugly list] sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery    
[including every kind of moral degeneracy you can think of]; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, 
discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, 
orgies, and the like. [I am glad the list stopped! It’s getting worse and he doesn’t need to go into 
any more detail – you get the picture.] I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

How could he be so sure of that? Because he knows! That is not the fruit Jesus produces. That is the 
fruit the flesh produces. Do we ever see any of these things in a Christian’s life? Of course we do. But 
as we talked about the last two weeks, when this ugly flesh-fruit appears, we know it is sin and we bring 
it to God. We confess it and we repent of it, and we ask God to help us and the blood of Christ cleanses 
us of all sin. I’m thankful for that! But if this is the fruit your life is continually producing, if this is the fruit 
that is coming out of your life – and there is no love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control – if this is the fruit that is being produced, by every theological 
measure, you are to be seriously questioned as to whether or not you are really connected to the vine 
at all. Because that is not the fruit of Christ. There is an inner fruit the Spirit of God produces. Paul said 
you’ll see it in your life. 

There’s an upward fruit, there is an inward fruit and Jesus said there is an outward fruit. 

John 15:16-17  

 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 
17 This is my command: Love each other. 



You didn’t choose Me, Jesus said, I chose you, and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit – 
fruit that will last. Go and bear fruit. That through you and me, God has a work He wants to do. He has 
a fruit He wants to produce. God said through your life, where you go and wherever you go, I’m going 
to produce this fruit of Christlikeness in you and it’s going to shine out of you and people are going to 
see My glory, they are going to hear My gospel. It’s a fruit that is going to lead them to truth, people can 
get saved. They, too, can come and be connected to the vine, and then that fruit can be produced in 
them, and they will share it with others, and that fruit will be produced in them, and that fruit will 
reproduce because they will be connected to the vine and it will be a fruit that will last. It will keep on 
reproducing.  

The question, then, is this: (I’ll tell you, I can’t read this without asking the question of myself) God, do 
you see the upward, inward and outward fruit in my life?  

Like my daughter, Kimie, asked me years ago: one morning I was driving her to middle school. I’ll never 
forget this. She looks over at me and she simply says, “Daddy, do you see Jesus in me?” A middle 
schooler! Do you see Jesus in me? I said, “Yes, Kimie, I do. I see you living to bring glory to God. I see 
the fruit that the Holy Spirit produces in your life. I see it and I see you sharing the light of Christ and His 
gospel with people, with your friends, in order that they might come to trust Christ. Yes, I see the fruit 
God said He would produce in your life if He was there. I see Jesus.” 

If we’re not seeing that kind of fruit in us, it may be we’re not Christians at all. If we are saying we’re 
connected, but we’re not seeing that fruit, there’s got to be something standing in the way, keeping the 
Spirit of God from producing that fruit. Some kind of sin. Some kind of rebellion. If you do see that fruit  
being produced in your life, even in the smallest measure, Jesus said, I am there because you can’t 
produce this. Without Me, you can produce nothing. So if you see even some of this fruit in your life, I’m 
there. If you see that fruit in your life, it shows you are connected to the vine. That vine, I AM. 

Not only is the proof of remaining in Jesus fruitfulness, but the means of remaining in Jesus is 
obedience to His commands. He said (15:9-11)  

 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in 
his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than 
this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I 
no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 
17 This is my command: Love each other. 

When God speaks to you, do you obey Him? Do you obey Him quickly? Or do you debate with Him? Or 
do you delay? Or try to justify the reasons why you don’t want to do what God is saying?  

If we love God enough, if we trust God enough, Jesus said, then you’ll obey His commands. It’s the 
difference between life and death.  

I was reading a piece by Dave Stone, who was on a missionary trip with some people in his church to 
the Dominican Republic. He said,  



If you have ever driven in a developing country, you know how dangerous traffic can be. 
Vehicles whiz past, coming within just a few feet many time, with children playing close to the 
road. One night, my son, Sam, was playing a game in his own little world, in which he would zig 
and zag back and forth from the sidewalk into the narrow street in back. It wasn’t a heavily 
travelled road, but there was always loud music blaring, and it was pitch dark. From about ten 
feet away, I suddenly shouted, “Sam! Don’t move!” Immediately, he froze. About a second later 
a moped zipped past him going 30 mile per hour with no lights on – right where Sam was about 
to step. My six-year-old didn’t ignore me, didn’t argue with me, didn’t blatantly justify, didn’t 
disobey. I said “Freeze!” and he froze. That obedience saved his life.  

Jesus said, If you trust Me, you will obey Me. If you respect Me, you will obey Me. If you love me, you 
will obey Me.  

The son that respects and trusts and loves the Father will listen to His word. There are many people 
today who are losing their lives because they don’t listen to God, they don’t trust God. They don’t 
respect God, they don’t know God and they don’t love God. They’re lost in their sin and they don’t listen 
to what God is telling them. Many today still need to hear.  

There are far too many Christians who are not experiencing the abundant, fruitful life that God 
promised. An abundant life that has nothing to do with houses, or lands or money or power or position, 
or ease or any of those things. It has everything to do with a relationship with God. They are not 
experiencing what they would call a fruitful life because they are not listening to God, they are not 
drinking in His word, they are not obeying what God is saying because deep down, they don’t really 
trust, they don’t really respect, they don’t really love Him. How do I know that? Because Jesus said, “If 
you love Me you’ll keep My commands.”  

Do you remember just a little bit earlier, in the upper room (John 14:15) He said: 

If you love Me, keep My commands. I will ask the Father and He will give you another advocate 
to help you and be with you forever: the Spirit of Truth. The world cannot accept Him because it 
neither sees Him nor knows Him, but you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. 

It’s the same thing that John would later write in 1 John 3:21-24: 

Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive 
from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And 
this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as 
he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And 
this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

The word of God is the food of the Spirit. The spirit of God needs to eat of this food regularly. When a 
believer reads this word, he is feeding the Spirit in him. God the Holy Spirit produces the fruit of 
Christlikeness in our life.  

Jesus said, when that is happening, when you are loving Me, when you are trusting Me, when you are 
obeying Me – I am going to pour out more in you. When you are living like that – when you love Me, 
trust Me, respect Me, and obey Me –you can ask anything in My name (John said it in 1 John 3, and 
Jesus said it twice in John 15): “If you ask me for anything in My name and I will give it to you.”  



Now, people have taken that to say, Wow! If I love God, trust God and obey God, I can ask God for 
whatever I want and He will give it to me. Well, that is in conflict with what the Lord’s brother, James, 
would write later in his letter when he said, You people ask but you don’t receive because your motives 
are wrong, and you want to spend it on your pleasures, and you are not going to do what you asked for, 
for My purpose – so why should God give you more of what He knows you’re not going to use for His 
purposes? It doesn’t make any sense.  

In the context of John 15, Jesus is telling His disciples, Look! If you love Me, you’ll obey Me. I’ll give you 
the Holy Spirit to come and live in your life and He’ll produce that fruit in you. My fruit – Christlikeness. 
As you produce that fruit, others are going to see it. You’ll remain in Me and I’ll remain in you, and I’ll 
produce even more fruit. I’ll prune you and I’ll make you more fruitful, so that more fruit for God will 
shine through your life. As you are living that fruitful, obedient, surrendered life, you ask for anything 
you want in My name, to be able to continue that fruitful, trusting, faithful, loving, abundant life so that 
My fruit can keep shining through you – you ask anything when you’re living like that, you align your will 
with Mine now, and I will give you the fruitfulness you’re asking for! I’ll give it to you! (applause) 

The question is, are we asking Him? Are we living in surrender, so He can actually produce that life in 
us? Jesus said, when you see that kind of love and obedience growing in your life, Jesus said, you are 
remaining in the vine, and I’m remaining in you. You’re going to produce much fruit. And that vine 
you’re connected to, I AM. 

Over the years, there have been a lot of television shows delving into the life of Jesus. Most of them are 
pretty hard to watch. There are some good ones, but not a lot. I was recently watching a movie made 
from the book by Bill O’Reilly, Killing Jesus. I have to tell you, I have no idea where he got his 
information, but what I was watching there was painful. I finally had to turn it off. I could not watch it. 
The Jesus on that screen resembled nothing like the Jesus in the Bible. There are a lot of shows like 
that. They are on National Geographic, they are always trying to delve into who the true Jesus is. A few 
years ago, March of 2001, the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) did one that got a lot of attention. 
They hosted a documentary called, Looking for the Historical Jesus. Jeremy Bowen was the presenter 
for the BBC, and in that documentary he made this statement: “The important thing is not what He was, 
or what He wasn’t. The important thing is what people believe Him to have been.” A massive world-
wide numbering more than 2 billion people follows His memory, and that’s pretty remarkable, 2,000 
years on. “It isn’t important what He was or what He wasn’t, the important thing is what people believed 
Him to have been?” You see, Jeremy Bowen couldn’t have been more wrong. It doesn’t matter what He 
was? Or Wasn’t? What matters is what people believe Him to have been? (What?!) 

People, there are all kinds of hare-brained views of who Jesus is! In the end, it doesn’t matter what 
people say they think He is – what matters is what Jesus said He is! His identity is what sets 
Christianity apart from every other religion or approach to God. People, there is only one God! He 
exists in three persons: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. There is only one way to 
God, and that is through Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me. Only the true Jesus can give life, only the true Jesus can save. Believing in Jesus 
isn’t enough, you have to believe in the true Jesus. To many people, Jesus is not the way, He is an 
option! Jesus is not the truth, He is a viewpoint! Jesus is not the life, He is a life style! And Jesus knows 
that. 

So as we began this whole series months ago in Matthew 16, Jesus, travelling with His disciples in 
Caesarea Philippi, in the far North, turns to His disciples (Matthew 16:13-15), and He asks them:  



When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?” 

14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.” [They are all over the barn!] 

[Then Jesus asks life’s most important question, the question that every person on this planet is 
one day going to have to answer.] 

15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Your life is the demonstration of your answer.  

Peter got it right! “You are the Messiah, [the Christ] the Son of the living God.” 

Jesus said, you got it right, Peter! You got it right. No man told you that. My Father told you that, and 
you believed Him. And I want you to know, Peter, that Messiah, that Christ, that Savior, that Son, that 
God, whom you profess, I AM. 

 

Father, You didn’t want us to live in any doubt. What we’ve been learning over the last few weeks can 
leave us with no doubt. You are the Great I Am, the Son of God, the Messiah, the Savior of the world, 
the only Way to God. You’re the Way, the Truth and the Life. You’re the Bread, You’re the Gate, You’re 
the Shepherd. You are the true Vine. Lord, would You use this truth to guard and protect our hearts in a 
world that is constantly trying to pull us away to believe that You are someone or something else. Help 
us to live everyday with the constant assurance that when the question is asked, Who Do You Say I 
AM? Our answer is, we know the true Jesus. We thank You, in Your precious name, Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	


