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Hi Everyone.  My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for downloading the 
podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus and preaching the Word. 
Your downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us, as we know that our ministry is 
going out to spread God’s Word all over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for your 
involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other teachers, 
you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be engaged with a body of believers where you can grow 
in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or other believers, or 
people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to you, as you hear God speak into 
your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, reproducing followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

If you have your Bible today, I’d like you to turn with me to 1 Peter, chapter one. If you don’t have your 
Bible, it’s all right, the verses will be on the screen. We began a brand new series last week called 
Living Hope in a Hopeless World, from the book of 1 Peter. Peter was writing to Christians who were 
living in a pre-Christian world. The world had not yet embraced Christ, they didn’t even know who He 
was for the most part. These people were living out this faith and not always was it well-received. 
People would persecute them; they were going through difficult times. Peter would write to them to 
encourage them to stay strong.  

In 1 Peter chapter one, he begins to focus in on the source of this living hope that we have, the hope 
rooted in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is the way Peter put it, in 1 Peter 1:3-5 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who 
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time.  

Let’s pray together: Father, this is a hope that is real. A living hope for a hopeless world. People are 
grasping at straws of all kinds for their eternal future, but there is only one that is a true and living hope. 
Today, we have assurance, because what we’re celebrating is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
As we open up this word today, God, build in us that deep abiding and lasting hope – a living hope for a 
hopeless world. And we’ll thank You, in Your precious name, Amen.  

Many of you may have heard of Larry King or even watched his show, Larry King Live. For years, it was 
a mainstay on CNN. It was a news show and a talk show. A few years ago, a short while ago, actually, 
Larry King was let go from his show. Last fall they did an interview with him in the New York Times, 
where they asked him a bunch of questions. During that interview, he happened to mention that he was 
obsessed with death. It was a very surprising statement. He said his day began with reading obituaries. 



He ponders who will give the eulogy at his funeral. He smiles, as he thinks it might be Bill Clinton, then 
his face becomes blank – “But I won’t be there to hear it!” He has had a heart attack quintuple bypass, 
prostate cancer, diabetes and seven divorces. He was 77 years old when CNN dropped his television 
show, and when this happened, he said he became acutely aware of the reality that some day, he is 
going to die. To move against this aging and death, he said he takes hormone pills for human growth 
(four pills a day), he plans on his body to be frozen so that some day he will live again. The New York 
Times reporter said that Larry King admitted that his view is “nuts” (his words) but at least it gives him a 
shred of hope because, he said, “other people have no hope.” 

You know, when I read that interview, I thought, how silly to put your hope in things like this. Even he 
admits it is nuts. But then I began to think, well, what about us? What are you putting your hope of 
eternity in? You see, according to people like Larry King, there are only two choices: false hope or no 
hope.  

But Peter offers through Jesus Christ and the resurrection, a better choice. A living hope, rooted in the 
historical resurrection that we are celebrating today on Easter.  

As I mentioned, Peter was writing to give encouragement and hope to a bunch of Christians, spread 
across northern Turkey, who were living in a pre-Christian world and paying a great price to do it. So he 
begins this section in a way you might not expect: not full of sorrow, but of praise. (verse 3) 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 

Peter wrote to them and said, look, I know things are tough, but it’s true. We have a hope. A living 
hope. Author and pastor, Max Lucado once wrote that, because of the gospel, the good news of the 
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, he said: “My life is not futile, my sins are not fatal, and my death 
is not final.” Jesus died for my sins. He was buried in a tomb. He was raised the third day, according to 
the scriptures and He appeared. That’s the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ, and it was good 
news to Christians who were going through the wringer in the first century, and it’s a good news 
message to Christians in the 21st century.  

Peter tells us that Christians have a living hope because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
What is the living hope that is ours through the resurrection? That the new birth Jesus offers, 
he said, is real and the inheritance Jesus promises is eternally secure.  

We have a living hope through the resurrection that the new birth Jesus offers is real. 

Peter put it like this is 1 Peter 1:3 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 

In polls that are done year after year, people come back saying that the number one enemy is still 
death. Which is why it shouldn’t surprise us that there are billionaires giving millions every year to 
defeat death itself. I was reading an article from a piece by Nitasha Tiku. The article caught my 
attention. It was called Billionaires Will Disrupt Death, if it’s the Last Thing They Do. In that article, she 
said, “We still can’t stop the brute fact of death, but that isn’t stopping five billionaires who are trying to 
lead the human race out of mortality. First, there’s billionaire Peter Thiel, who has invested heavily in 
organizations like The SENS Foundation, which is devoted to developing rejuvenation biotechnologies. 
But he said, as of yet, nothing has quite panned out. It hasn’t been successful. Then there’s William 



Andregg, the founder of the Silicon Valley nanotechnology start-up called Halcyon Molecular. He claims 
he plans to live, “for millions, billions, hundreds of billions of years.” Halcyon Molecular, though, quietly 
went out of business. Then there’s Russian trans-humanist, multimillionaire, Dmitry Itzkov who 
launched the 2045 Initiative. Have you read about that one? He offers the promise that through his 
efforts, humans will be immortal by the year 2045. He says he is just going to take a leap into artificial 
machine bodies. He is saying, “I promise you’ll be immortal by 2045, but we have to figure out how to 
make this leap to make bodies that are machines that don’t wear out.” But the billionaire who brings the 
most fiery passion to the cause by far, is Larry Ellison, who gives out more than $40 million a year to 
the Ellison Medical Foundation, to understand what he calls “Lifespan Development Processing.” 
According to Forbes Magazine, he has the money. Ellison’s net worth is $43 billion. But recently Ellison 
said, “Death makes me very angry. It doesn’t make any sense to me. Death has never made any sense 
to me. How can a person be there, and then just vanish? Just not be there?” So this well-heeled five 
are spending millions every year to try to defeat death. 

I don’t want to sound arrogant or prideful or anything like that, but you know, when I read that article, I 
thought, I wish these guys would just contact me. (laughter) Because, I could save them a lot of 
heartache and millions of dollars! Because, you see, the truth is, death has already been defeated 2000 
years ago, when Jesus rose from the dead! (applause). So you want death defeated in your life? You 
want to take hold of eternal life? Come to Jesus! He is the real deal. In fact, do you remember when 
Jesus was standing next to the tomb of his good friend Lazarus, the young man who had died 
prematurely by human standards? The grieving sisters, Mary and Martha were wondering – Jesus, 
where were you? He has been dead four days! Remember what Jesus told them? (John 11:25-26)  

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 

You see, He told them, girls, look: I am the resurrection. Yes, your brother’s body died, but he is not 
dead. He lives. More than that, those of you who believe in Me? You’re not going to die at all. Your 
body may die, but you never will. Death will never touch you, because I am the resurrection and the life. 
Then He said to them, “Do you believe this?” It always comes down to that, doesn’t it? Do you believe 
it? 

They said to Him, yes, Lord, we believe that You are the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the Living God, 
the Promised One. Jesus said, you believe, and I’ll show you. He rolled away the stone. “Lazarus, 
come out!” And the dead man walks out of the tomb, alive. Because when life speaks, death obeys, 
and Jesus is the resurrection and the life. That’s the power of God and the new birth. Peter reminded 
these believers: we have been given new birth into a living hope. Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. In His great mercy, He has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. You’ve been given new birth. You’ve been born again, or 
born from above.  

Jesus tells them, you were born once physically, but now you need to be made alive spiritually. You 
see, the problem is sin. It’s a message Satan doesn’t want us to hear. The problem is sin. Way back 
when Adam and Eve were here, that’s a true story, by the way. All of humanity has come from those 
two. Adam and Eve had everything perfect, but then they decided they were going to rebel against 
God. It’s the nature of human sin. We think we can do better on our own than we can with God. We 
take things into our own hands, we rebel against Him and that’s sin. Sin entered into the world through 
them and sin has spread to all of us.  



The problem is, sin has a penalty. Paul told the Romans (6:23), “the wages of sin is death.” All of us 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. All of us. The wages of sin is death. Death is separation. 
God is life. To be separated from God due to sin, is the very definition of death. Death is always about 
separation. Physical death is our soul and spirit separating from our body. Spiritual death is the state 
that we’re living in right now, with sin in our life, separated from God. If we die physically while we’re still 
dead spiritually, we’re going to die eternally. We’re going to be put away from God and we’ll be 
eternally dead. The good news is, you don’t have to die in your sins. Peter said we’ve been given new 
birth. You can be born again, spiritually made alive and live forever with God. That’s why John said 
(John 3:16-18) 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. 

So people try all kinds of things to deal with their sin problem. Some people are religious and they think 
that religion will save them, but it won’t. Some people are moral and they think their morality will save 
them, but it won’t. Some people go to church or read their Bible or get baptized or take Communion – 
they do all kinds of religious things and they think it will save them, but it won’t. People try to be good 
and they believe that’s going to save them, but it won’t.  

Remember John 3? It was significant because a man by the name of Nicodemas came to see Jesus 
one night. What’s significant about it is this: Nicodemas was a very religious man. Very sincere. Very 
devout. Very good. Very moral. He taught the Bible. He was a Pharisee, a religious leader in Israel. He 
had done everything religion told him to do. He came to Jesus one night, empty inside, knowing 
something was missing, but he didn’t know what. So he came to Jesus. Remember what Jesus told this 
good, religious, moral, righteous person, who was walking with God the best he could in human 
righteousness? He said, “Nicodemas, I tell you, unless you are born again, you’ll never see the 
kingdom of God. You’ll never make it.” It stunned him! It stuns a lot of people to find that out.  

He said, “How can I go back into the womb and be born again?”  

Jesus said you don’t have to do that. You’ve already been born once physically. Now what you need is 
a spiritual birth. Flesh gives birth to flesh, He said, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be 
surprised when I tell you, you must be born again.  

You see, sin kills the spirit. So we have no spiritual relationship with God. But when you believe God 
and what He says about your sin and your lostness, and what He declares concerning life in His Son, 
when you believe God, what He tells you. When you believe that Jesus died for the sin and was buried 
in the tomb and arose again. That He is alive. If you ask this Jesus to save you, He will. He comes to 
live in you. Your sin is forgiven. Your spirit is regenerated. You are brought into relationship with God. 
You have a new birth. You are spiritually alive.  

That’s why Peter wrote (1 Peter 1:23), “23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.” See that? You believe what God said, and 
by that faith, you’ve been saved. The historical fact of the resurrection of Jesus guarantees that the new 
birth is real.  

When Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, he said (1 Cor 15:12-22): 



12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is 
your faith.  

You want a worthless religion? Try Christianity without a resurrection.  

15 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified 
about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are 
not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 

People who die aren’t alive; they are dead, lost.   

 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

You see, Paul was telling the Corinthians, look, if you believe God and put your hope in this word and it 
pans out that it isn’t true, then Christianity is the most worthless religion ever invented! But ... 

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through 
a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

People, that’s our hope – our living hope – that we can have a new birth, with sins forgiven, live forever 
with God. A real hope because of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  

So here’s the question on this or any Easter: are you in Christ or are you still in your sins? Those who 
are in Christ have a living hope.  

Not only that we have a new birth that is real, but we have a living hope through the resurrection 
that the inheritance Jesus promises is eternally secure.  

He went on to say, not only the new birth, but we’re given an “4inheritance that can never perish, spoil 
or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until 
the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.” (1 Peter 1:4-5) 

If you’ve been around the church a while, you’ve heard me (you’ve endured through my many stories) 
of being raised in New England. You’re probably getting sick of the stories – but I have so many of 
them! We were raised in a really good home. My mom and dad were hard-working people, they weren’t 
on the higher income scale of things, in fact we were probably lower middle class when I look back on 
it. Even though we had the basics, there were times there weren’t a lot of extras. Sometimes, I 
remember, we’d ask for things and they’d say like, well, we can’t really afford that right now, or we don’t 
have the money for that right now. When you’re a little kid, that seems to be an irritation. When you get 
older, you realize, that’s a good life lesson for all of us to learn, that there are times when you just can’t 
get certain things, and you shouldn’t. But as a kid, you don’t think that way. So what I used to think 
about was, how am I going to get rich? I used to have these dreams of a rich uncle in Massachusetts 
who was going to die and leave me his inheritance. Now, in the dream, I wasn’t sad about that because 
I didn’t know this uncle. He just had a lot of money and when he died he left it to me and I was going to 
get it! And I’d think, wow, this is awesome.  



The problem was, I have no rich uncle in Massachusetts (or anywhere else for that matter). So over 
time, I began to realize that my hope of an inheritance was not a hope, it was just a dream.  

Then I became a Christian; I met Jesus. I found out that, in Him, I have an inheritance that literally is 
out of this world. What I learned was, that what I had hoped for is going to be even better than I 
imagined but it isn’t going to come from my rich uncle in Massachusetts (that I don’t have), it’s going to 
come from my Father in heaven, whom I DO have. Peter told these hurting believers, be encouraged. 
You may be losing everything on planet earth, but God has an inheritance for you. He is going to make 
that pale by comparison. Peter told them that their inheritance is out of this world, and eternally secure. 
He said (vs 4):  

4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven 
for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time.  

I love the word inheritance here and the other words Peter uses, because in the original language, the 
people reading this, they would have known the full nuances of what he was saying. The word 
‘inheritance’ that he used had to do with the inheritance that is yours by family connection. Do you know 
what that would have meant to them? God is your Father. He has given you the inheritance. You have 
a relationship with God – that’s why you are secure. Your Father has given this to you. And it is kept in 
heaven for you. What is significant about that word is, it’s written in the perfect tense, which reads 
something like this: you have it now! But the fullness of it, you haven’t seen or realized yet. But when 
you get there, you will. It is being held to be revealed until the last time. Peter said  

4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven 
for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time.  

That “shielded” is really significant. It’s written in the present passive tense, which means present – you 
have it, but the passive is, you can’t do anything to effect it. You can’t earn it. You can’t keep it. You 
can’t lose it. It has nothing to do with you. In fact, that’s why he said “it is kept by God’s power.” 
Through faith. Constantly guarded. Kept under a military guard, is the literal word. God’s power is in 
response to your faith in Him, and in His word, continually guarding your salvation inheritance until 
Jesus comes, and fully reveals the salvation that you have received by believing in Him. Don’t worry. 
When you get there, it will be there. Because he said, it will never perish (it’s incorruptible), it will never 
spoil (it can’t be defiled or contaminated) and it will never fade (it will not diminish, it will not be used up, 
it will not wear out). People, I know folks who have gotten an inheritance, and they’ve blown through 
that thing so fast, they have nothing left. God said, don’t worry about that. The inheritance I have for 
you is going to last forever! Forever! It is kept preserved, guarded in heaven for you. When you believe, 
He said, you’re included in Christ. He gives you the fullness of Himself in the person of the Holy Spirit, 
who is a deposit guaranteeing your in inheritance (Eph 1:13-14): 

13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 
14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s 
possession—to the praise of his glory. 

Folks, I don’t want to make light of the fact that people go through some pretty tough times here on 
planet earth. But do you realize what Peter is writing to these people? You who are losing everything. 
You who are losing your families, losing your health, losing your finances, losing your marriage, even 



losing your life. I want you to know that you have an inheritance that you are never going to lose. In 
face when Paul wrote about it to the Corinthian church, he said (2 Cor 4:16-18): 

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 
being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen [the things in 
this life], but on what is unseen since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

Peter said, you can’t know fully the magnitude of this salvation inheritance you’ve received. I assure 
you, when you get there, it will not disappoint. 

The resurrection is the proof. It’s our assurance. It’s what sets Christianity apart from every religion and 
approach to God. I was at the grocery store the other day. Put all my groceries up on the belt. I was in a 
little bit of a hurry. The lady in front of me was checking out and I hear her say to the checker guy, who 
happened to be a very nice, patient, gracious African-American man. I hear her say to the checker, 
“Well I couldn’t find it, so you ought to send somebody to get it for me.” And I’m thinking oh, great! Of all 
the check-out lines, and I pick the one where she is going to do her shopping from the check stand! So 
while we were waiting patiently (laughter), I hear this lady strike up a conversation with the checker guy. 
She said this, “Can you believe what’s going on in the world? The end has got to be near! I read of a 
volcano that is going to erupt and destroy us all!” (laughter) 

This very gracious checker man said, “Well, you know, Ma’am, I don’t worry about that because I 
believe God is in control.” 

I thought, way to go, buddy! 

But she wasn’t going to leave it there. She says, “Oh, so you’re one of those religious people,” with that 
tone that lets you know, like, this ain’t a good thing. 

This gracious man said, “Well, I believe in Jesus.” 

She said, “Man, that’s sad. Do you know all religions are the same? They are all worthless. I know that 
because I took an anthropology class, and they told me that all religions have the same source. They 
are from Egyptian hieroglyphics.” 

The guy said, “Well, I believe the Bible is God’s word.” 

I’m thinking, you go, buddy! 

But she wouldn’t drop it. She kept going. “No, no that isn’t true. All religions are the same. I know this. 
They came from Egyptian hieroglyphics.” 

I couldn’t take it any more! I just couldn’t take it! (loud laughter). I mean, I tried, but I just couldn’t stand 
it. So I spoke up, respectfully I hope, a little more forcefully or louder than I should have, and I said, 
“Excuse me, Ma’am, excuse me. All religions are not the same. They’re not. Jesus is Lord. He is God in 
the flesh. All religions are not the same. Whoever told you that garbage is either ignorant or they are 
lying to you. Jesus is God in human flesh! He died for your sins! He rose again! He is alive and He is 
offering forgiveness to you!” (applause) And I told her, “The resurrection is what sets Christianity apart 
from every other religion and approach to God.” 



Well, she went around the corner over to where she was going to be bagging, and she said, “So! You 
Christians don’t believe in DNA!” (laughter) 

I said, “DNA? Of course we believe in DNA. It’s the basic building block of life. God made DNA. God 
uses DNA to make me, me and you, you. It’s what makes us distinctly us, and besides that, God made 
all of us. We were created in His image.” 

She kept bagging her groceries. She started railing back on us about all the atrocities that Christians 
have done throughout history. I could barely believe what I was hearing. My brother at the check stand 
kept piping in, doing a great job. Finally, she just went quiet. So did about three check stands in every 
direction around us. Everybody is just – there’s nobody talking! (laughter). I leaned over to the lady and 
I said, “Ma’am, I want you to know something, God loves you. He loves YOU. That’s why Jesus died for 
your sins, He loves you.” 

She wouldn’t look at me, she didn’t say anything. She just bagged her stuff and left. 

I said to my brother at the check stand, “Brother, we need to pray for this lady because she is lost.” 

He said, “Yes, she needs Jesus.” 

You know, I don’t blame that lady at all, because I was just like her once. I believed all that garbage too. 
They keep pumping it down our throats as though we’re supposed to believe it without question. 

People, all religions are not the same. They’re not. People might try to tell you that, but don’t believe it. 
Every Easter I share the truth that all religions of the world are false, except one. That’s because all 
religions of the world, except four, are pure philosophy, invented by men. You could invent better 
religions than those that are out there. Of the four that aren’t philosophy, they are based on the life and 
teaching of their founder: 

Judaism is based on the life of Abraham.  

Buddhism is based on the life of Siddhartha Gautama, the first Buddha. 

Islam, based on the life of Mohammed. 

Christianity, based on the life of Jesus. 

People, the facts are these:  

Abraham died about 2000 years before Christ. He was buried in a cave at Mechpelah, next to 
his wife, Sarah. His body is still in the tomb. 

Siddhartha Gautama died at about 80 years old on a pilgrimage into the Himalayas, to find the 
truth. That ought to tell you something, if you’re following him. He died there. He was buried in 
the village of Kushinagar. His body is still in the grave. 

Mohammed died June 8, 632 A.D. at the age of 62. They buried him in a tomb at Medina, in 
Western Saudi Arabia, north of Mecca. His body is still in the tomb. 



Jesus Christ died on or about April 6, 30 A.D. at the age of 33. He was buried in a tomb in Jerusalem, 
sealed with a stone and guarded by soldiers to keep his body in the grave. But all efforts failed.  His 
body is not there. Do you know why? Because sin couldn’t hold Him. Death couldn’t defeat Him. The 
grave couldn’t keep Him. He’s the resurrection and the life, He conquered sin, death and the grave for 
us and rose again. The tomb is empty, because Jesus isn’t dead! HE’S ALIVE! (applause) And He is 
offering a new birth! A new birth that is real. We don’t have to die in our sin! We can be newly born in 
Jesus Christ, made spiritually alive. We have an inheritance that we don’t have to have a false hope or 
no hope; we have a living hope in an inheritance that is eternally secure.  

Paul told the Athenians in Acts 17:31b “He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the 
dead.”  

John Ortbrrg once said, “People have not gathered for the past 2000 years to say, the stock market has 
risen, it has risen indeed! They have not gathered to say the dollar has risen, it has risen indeed! Or the 
employment rate has risen, or the Gross Domestic Product has risen, or General Motors has risen, or 
even that my 401K has risen. Here is the one hope,” he said, “that has held up human beings across 
every continent and culture for two millennia of difficult times, of poverty, disease, pain, hardship and 
even death itself: Christ is risen, He is risen indeed. He is alive.” (Applause) 

And He is offering hope and new birth, forgiveness and eternal life for those who believe.  

So people, what are you putting your eternity in? A false hope? No hope? Or a living hope? Jesus 
Christ is the living hope and when He comes to live in you, I’ll tell you this, you’ll know why Easter is a 
celebration. 

Father, I want to thank You today for this great truth. Jesus Christ died for our sins, was buried, and 
rose again the third day. He is alive today. He is offering hope and forgiveness and eternal life to those 
who will believe and receive Him, for by grace we are saved through faith, and this not of ourselves, it is 
the gift of God.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


