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The Harvest is Great 

 
Hi Everyone.  My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for reading this 
message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus and preaching the Word. Your 
downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us, as we know that our ministry is going out 
to spread God’s Word all over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for your 
involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other teachers, 
you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be engaged with a body of believers where you can grow 
in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or other believers, or 
people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to you, as you hear God speak into 
your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, reproducing followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

(This message was presented in French, translated into English by Alexia Fall) 

Good morning. That’s how we greet each other in Senegal. My wife and I thank you in the name of 
Jesus Christ. We thank all of Golden Hills church for all that you’re doing for the kingdom of God. Thank 
you for your love, thank you for your commitment to the kingdom of God around the world. For us who 
are in Senegal and West Africa, we receive your help and support and know that you are behind us, 
praying for us. When I go into the office of Pastor Brian and see all the photos of the missionaries 
throughout the world, whom you support and pray for – we want to say that God doesn’t forget what 
you’re doing for the kingdom of God. God has said in His word, He is not unjust to forget what you have 
done for His saints. In a few minutes, we’ll show you some photos from the ministry we’re doing in 
Senegal. But I tell you, brothers and sisters, we encourage you because you are participating in what’s 
happening in Senegal, what we’re doing. You are participating in what’s happening in other places 
around the world. May God bless you.  

Personally, I want to thank you for having sent this beautiful woman, who has now become my wife, 
and we are partners. I am very honored to have her in my life and to work with her, together.  

I want to make a small remark, we want to bring a little of Senegal with us. Senegal is a country in West 
Africa, and this is how we dress, in the traditional way. We have the same fabric and we love to dress 
like this, but what I’m wearing – it’s not pajamas! Some people think I’m wearing pajamas, but no! Even 
the president dresses like this! So it’s a little piece of Senegal that we’ve brought here for you.  

May God bless you, brothers and sisters of Golden Hills. My wife and I have a word to share with you. 
Let’s pray that this word is an encouragement for each of you here, and that it be an encouragement as 
well, for us who are sharing with you. We hope only Jesus will be glorified in it. 



It is said in the Word of God, Matthew 9:35-38 --  

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

The Word of God describes how this Jesus behaved. The Word of God tells us how Jesus went from 
village to city to city, sharing the gospel of the kingdom of God. The Word of God shows us Jesus, who 
was committed to this. The Word of God tells us how Jesus would go into the most populated areas, as 
well as tiny villages to share the gospel. The Word of God tells us how Jesus would go to every type of 
person – men, women. The Word of God tells us how Jesus would go to the Pharisees as well as the 
tax collectors. The Word of God tells us that Jesus would go to the prostitutes and people of low 
reputation. The Word of God tells us that Jesus knew how to break through barriers. The Word of God 
tells us that Jesus was without prejudice. The Word of God tells us how Jesus could go to any social 
group. He could speak to the Roman soldiers, He could speak to the Pharisees, He could speak to 
anyone. The Word of God tells us about a Jesus who was extremely impassioned to share the gospel 
and tell about the kingdom of God. The Word of God tells us that when Jesus saw the crowds, He was 
overwhelmed with compassion. The Word of God tells us that compassion was the sentiment that 
showed us the most of what Jesus was like. That compassion pushed Him to go to the people. He 
looked at the people, the crowd, and He was overwhelmed with compassion.  

My question this morning, brothers and sisters, is – what do you feel when you look at the people 
around you? What do you feel when you’re stuck in traffic and there are thousands of people all around 
you? What do you feel when you’re sitting in a restaurant having lunch with hundreds of people around 
you? What are you feeling? What are you feeling when you’re in an amusement park, with people all 
around you? What do you feel when you see your neighbor? What do you feel when you are among 
your colleagues at work?  

The Word of God tells us that Jesus felt compassion – overwhelmed with compassion for the people. 
Compassion stimulates us. Compassion pushes us to go toward those people. Compassion compels 
us to commit. Compassion pushes us to break through barriers. Compassion allows us to look at those 
people around us with the same heart Jesus had, the heart of Jesus, the heart of God. When He looked 
at the crowds around Him, the Word of God tells us that Jesus was overwhelmed with compassion.  

I come from a country that is 95% Muslim. I come from a country where the population is growing and 
growing. When I came to know the Lord, the population of Senegal was just over 5 million people. 
There was a mosque in every neighborhood, or the neighborhoods shared a mosque. But Senegal 
began to change. The population continued to grow. The discussions began to change. We began to 
see many mosques in one neighborhood. I began to hear preaching that I never heard before.  Our first 
president was a Catholic, a good man. He built the nation. He united the different ethnic groups. He 
built very strong institutions. When he passed the baton to his successor, who happened to be Muslim, 
the people began to say, “God has blessed our nation because now He has given us a president the 
same faith as us.” The people began to say, “Senegal is a Muslim nation, excluding all others.” We 
began to see a proliferation of mosques and people praying and preaching in the streets.  

For me, I loved my people, I loved Senegal, but I began to feel differently. I began to look at people 
differently. Before, I loved to share the gospel with people around me. But I began to confront obstacles 
– real persecution. I remember once, I went out to preach at an open-air evangelistic meeting, and I 
was physically attacked. The people were saying, “You don’t have the right to say these things! This is 
a Muslim country!” I told myself, Yes I do! I have the right to speak out and share my faith – the faith 



God put in my heart! What’s happening in Senegal? I began to have a heart of indifference. I began to 
look at the people around me different. In my neighborhood, no longer looked at the people around me. 
When I would take public transportation, I no longer cared about the people around me. I was no longer 
in relationship with them. I began to have a great indifference in my heart. I no longer prayed for my 
people. My spiritual life was now limited only to church activities and my relationships with Christians.  

But I want to share with you, it’s a tragedy when we are indifferent. It’s a tragedy when we’re indifferent 
toward those around us. It’s a tragedy when we no longer look at those around us. It’s a tragedy when 
we no longer have compassion for those who don’t know Jesus.  

One day I was listening to a Brazilian missionary (who happened to be the first Brazilian missionary to 
Senegal). This gentleman explained how he asked God to give him tears for his people. I began to ask 
God to give me tears for my people. I asked God to give me compassion for the Senegalese, and I 
looked at the people around me differently.  

What tragedy, brothers and sisters, if we no longer have compassion for the people around us. If we no 
longer have the heart of Jesus for those around us. What a tragedy if we are indifferent. The 
compassion stimulates us. Jesus looked at the crowd, and He was overwhelmed with compassion. But 
you know what? Jesus knew the people. Jesus knew that these were the same people who would rise 
us and cry out, “Crucify Him!” Jesus knew that it was the same people who would rise us and send Him 
out. But He had compassion. That’s the heart of God. That’s the heart that God wants us to have. May 
God give us compassion. May He give us tears for our people. May He give us tears for our neighbors. 
May He give us tears for our co-workers. May He give us tears for those who do not know Him yet. The 
Word of God tells us, Jesus told His disciples: the harvest is great, but there are few workers. Pray to 
the Master of the harvest, to send out workers to the harvest.  

Brothers and sisters, do you know that there is a great harvest around the world? Are you aware of 
that? There is a movement of the Holy Spirit and God is touching the nations in the last days, when we 
are living, and God wants us to be workers to bring in the harvest. In spite of what the media tells us, in 
spite of what we see in the news, the Holy Spirit is working. There is a movement of the Holy Spirit and 
the people are being reached and God is calling souls and lives to Himself. There is a great harvest 
here in Brentwood. Hallelujah? There is a great harvest in Brentwood! I want to hear you say 
Hallelujah! There is a great harvest in Antioch. There is a great harvest in your neighborhood, among 
your co-workers. Because the Holy Spirit is working.  

My family and I are in a country that has known Islam since the 6th or 7th century. Here is a photo of 
what you would see if you arrived in Senegal (photo of the Grand Mosque). Mosques are everywhere, 
with a powerful presence. There are calls to prayer five times a day, prayer in the public streets. 
Millions of people go to this religious pilgrimage every year. That’s what we see in Senegal.  

For the last several years, God has given us the opportunity to develop a ministry using mass media. 
Today, we’re on five radio stations throughout the country. We have the opportunity to broadcast the 
good news of Jesus Christ. (Another photo): This gentleman is one who listens to us on the radio. He is 
a fisherman. We took this photo when we visited him at his home. He called me one day and said to 
me, “Pastor Amet, I have been listening to you for many months on the radio, and Jesus touched my 
heart. And what I heard about Jesus, touched me.” So we went to his village to visit him and a little 
while later, he came to visit us in our home. The day he came to our home, he gave his life to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (applause) The story doesn’t end there! We offered him a radio, where you can insert an 
SD card. So what does he do? We gave him an SD card containing all of our radio broadcasts. He 
plays the SD card regularly. This gentleman, a fisherman, plays it outside in front of his house. The 
fishermen come in front of his house, and that’s where they repair their nets. When the people come, 
he plays the message of the gospel for them. That’s multiplication of the gospel. When the people 



come to fix their nest, he plays the messages. When he returns home from fishing, he turns on the 
radio and the people listen to the messages of the gospel. That’s the Holy Spirit. That’s multiplication of 
the good news. That’s not Alexia and me, it’s God. It’s not a question of an expert, it’s the movement of 
the Holy Spirit in the hearts of the people. We went to see him one day and he invited all the children of 
the neighborhood to come. He said to me, “Pastor Amet, we can’t have so many people here without 
sharing the gospel! Share it with them!” Hallelujah! It’s a great harvest. 

The Lord is working in every nation. (Another photo) You see this gentleman. He is a village chief. If 
you’re African, you’d understand what that means. The man is paralyzed. He lays on a bed all day. 
People come from all over the village to see him. They have to come to him because nothing can 
happen without his approval. One day he called me because in our broadcasts, we always leave a 
phone number at the end, so people can call. He called and said, “What I heard you say about Jesus I 
have never heard before.” So we offered him this radio so he could listen to the SD card. He had a little 
old radio before, but with the new one, everyday, he turns on the radio and everyone there hears the 
gospel message. Hallelujah!  
 

When the imam (religious chief) comes to his house, when the notable village leaders come – they all 
hear the gospel message. He told us that his village is open to us. Every household is open to you. You 
can enter into each household, and be welcome throughout the village. Only Jesus could do that! This 
man is influential!  

(Another photo of an elderly Senegalese woman on a mat) You see this woman – a grandma. Not 
young. Her son was the first person to listen to our radio broadcasts and we developed a relationship 
with him. We visited him. We offered him with a radio and SD player and SD card. This woman has a 
small boutique that her son opened for her. In her village, everyone comes to her to buy things. It’s the 
only boutique in the village. What does she do? She turns on the radio all day long. Everyone who 
comes hears the gospel message. Hallelujah! That’s the movement of the Holy Spirit.  

Brothers and sisters, I’m talking to you about a country that is 95% Muslim. The people believe that 
Islam is their identity. (Another photo of some people). You see this young man, just 15 years old. We 
are standing with him in a religious center. I’m not going to speak a whole lot about this, to protect his 
safety, but it’s a very sensitive religious city of over a million people. This young man, God allowed that 
he would be moved from the capital city to this city. We’ve known him since he was a child. You know 
the program, Operation Christmas Child? He did this program with us in that religious city. Operation 
Christmas Child is a powerful ministry for opening up doors and allowing us to share the gospel and do 
other ministry. God used this young man. Because of him, we were able to do the Operation Christmas 
Child program in this religious city. He listed all the children in his area who could receive the 
shoeboxes, rented a tent, rented chairs and we did the shoebox Christmas gift distribution together. I 
want to tell you, brothers and sisters, each time you put together a shoebox gift, you are participating in 
the spreading of the gospel. It’s a powerful ministry that God uses. Doors are opening, even in this 
religious city. That is the movement of the Holy Spirit. This movement is not limited. No one can limit it. 
There are no barriers to it. God calls us to enter into this great harvest.  

In 2 Timothy 4:6-7, Paul said to Timothy, For I am already poured out like a drink. The time of my 
departure is soon. I fought the good fight. I finished the race. I kept the faith. Brothers and sisters, there 
are many causes for which we can fight. There are many battles we can enter. But the best of the 
battles, the most exalted fight, the fight that God invites us to – is the battle for the heart. That is the 
good fight. That is the battle we need to commit to. It is a battle which we could never commit to if we 
don’t have a passion. We could never commit to that battle if we don’t have the same regard for people 
that Jesus has. Without prejudice and God calls us to enter into it. My prayer for you this morning, is 
that Jesus gives us His heart, to you and me, that God will give us the feelings that He has, and the 



ability to see people as He does. That we can see the great harvest before us, the great harvest to 
which He is calling us as His workers. That He would give us the ability to commit ourselves to this 
good fight.  

I’d like to pray in closing for you and us, all of us, that God would give us the feelings He has for people. 
If we have those feelings, that He would multiply it. That God would allow us the ability to understand 
that we are in the end times, and there is a great harvest waiting. That we would commit ourselves to 
this good fight. I want to pray in my native language. May God bless you in the name of Jesus. (Prayer 
was not translated). Amen. God bless you in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 


