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A Note to Families 

 

The Children’s Ministry of Golden Hills Community Church 

exists to “Glorify God by helping families develop age-

appropriate disciples who impact their world for Christ”. 

 

In order to accomplish this task, we at GHCC have attempted to 

describe the discipleship of a believer, which includes these three 

elements: 

 

Worship 

Grow 

Serve 

 

We believe that children, as followers of Christ, can also 

participate in the discipleship process. We have further identified 

twelve specific spiritual growth issues within these three elements 

of discipleship. 

 

It is our desire in Children’s Ministry, to create a balanced 

program, which addresses all of these spiritual growth issues, 

helping to produce a healthy, age-appropriate disciple. 

 

However, statistics tell us that the national average for children 

attending Sunday school is 26 hours each year (that’s only half of 

the time). And our church is no exception to this. Our average 

Sunday attendance is roughly half of our total registration. What 

does this mean? Well, we could have the best programming, the 

best teachers and staff (which, by the way, I think we do) and we 

would still have a very hard time in accomplishing the goal God 

has set before us. But there is a way. 
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The way in which we can realize the goal of making age-

appropriate disciples is stated in our purpose: “…by helping 

families develop age-appropriate disciples…” In fact, the best 

approach to aiding your child’s faith development is not in the 

formal setting of the church, but in the informal, everyday life of 

your home. God’s Word clearly reminds us of this in 

Deuteronomy 6:4-7: 

 

“Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the lord is one. Love the lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. The commandments that I give you today are to be 

upon your hearts. Impress (teach) them on your children. Talk 

about them when you sit at home, and when you walk along the 

road, when you lie down at night and when you get up.” 

 

We encourage you to take advantage of every opportunity to 

“impress upon your children” spiritual truth. Use dinner 

conversation, driving in the car, bedtime routines and getting 

ready each morning as times to reflect and teach about God and 

his faithfulness. 

 

To help you in these discussions, we have developed a series of 

tools for you to use. These tools are series of booklets (The 

Family Toolbox Series), each addressing the spiritual 

growth issues. In them you will find information, discussion 

questions and activity suggestions to help you guide your children 

on their spiritual journeys. 
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Dear Parents, 

 

It is important for all Christians to develop a 

concern for the spiritually lost in our world. 

Christ’s commission to us in Matthew 28 was to 

go into “all the nations” with the gospel message. 

Our desire is to raise children with a Christian 

world-view and a compassion for those who need 

to hear of the good news. Although we teach, 

emphasize and expose your children to global 

missions here at GHCC, your home will have the 

most impact in developing children with such a 

passion. 

 

This booklet (part of the Family Toolbox 

Series) is designed to encourage you and give 

you some idea starters as you lead your children 

into an understanding of missions 

 

God bless you as you raise kids who love Jesus 

and want others to know Him as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Pastor Mark 
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Teaching Missions to Your Children 
 

Definition 

 

Missions is about giving people opportunity to know and 

understand who Jesus is and respond to Him by receiving Him as 

Savior. It involves developing an ongoing concern for people who 

are “lost” (those who have not had opportunity to receive Christ 

as Savior). This concern is acted upon through prayer, a giving of 

resources to support the endeavor and, for some, serving as career 

missionaries. 

 

Why We Teach Missions to Kids 

 

A number of years ago, I heard about a survey that Wycliffe Bible 

Translators had done with its missionaries who served in the 

field. One statistic that stood out from this survey was that 80% 

of them knew that God was calling them to be a missionary by 

the age of 10! The implications for us are evident. When children 

are exposed to the work of global missions at a young age, the 

likelihood of them growing into concerned adults who actively 

pray for, support financially, and even serve in global missions 

are much greater. 

 

Children Play a Vital Role in Missions 

 

Children naturally care deeply about the world in which they live. 

Their interest in children from other countries-what they eat and 

what games they play-opens great opportunities to teach children 

about sharing their faith with children from other cultures. 

 

Children can participate in missions in many ways. They can 

contribute to missions by giving financially. There are many 
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creative ways in which children can earn money to give toward 

missions. Perhaps your family can think of a creative fundraiser 

you can do together. They might even be able to befriend an 

international student in their school. They can learn to pray for 

children in other countries around the world. Again, as children 

learn more about missions, they are more likely to continue 

ministering cross-culturally as adults. 

 

Some Ideas For Your Family 

 

Here are some ideas for your family that you might use. 

Remember, although global missions are wonderfully emphasized 

here at GHCC, the most impacting teaching and modeling will 

take place in your home. Use these ideas as springboards for your 

own creative ideas. Your children may have ideas too! Have fun 

and God bless as you expose your children to the great work God 

is doing around the world. 

 

* Ask your child what they already know about missions. This is 

a good starting point for discussion and your family’s mission 

education. 

 

* Always look for ways to learn about other countries. Is there a 

classmate from another country? What have they learned about 

other countries in school, or the news? 

 

* Your family might consider “adopting” a missionary family. 

You can write letters or email them. Find out what their needs 

are. Pray for them. Even support them financially. 

 

* The Missions Center in the worship building is an excellent 

resource. There you can discover the many missionary families 

GHCC supports, where they serve and the many different kinds 
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of work done on the mission field. 

 

* Consider sponsoring a child through an agency such as 

Compassion International (www.compassion.com). This would 

be a real hands-on experience in being involved in the life of a 

needy child. Our family does this and it has been a blessing. 

 

* Take advantage of the many opportunities throughout the year 

when missions is emphasized at GHCC (such as missions 

conference). Make an effort to meet and have missionaries in 

your home when they are visiting. 

 

Pray that God would work in your child’s life. Does God want 

them to serve Him in global missions? Will you, as a parent, be 

willing to let go? 

 

Ask God to give you more ideas to explore with your family. 

 

God bless you as you raise children who have compassion for 

the lost all over the world. 
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The Spiritual Growth Issues: 
 

 Worship 

Salvation 

Worship 

 

Grow 

Bible knowledge/Application 

Bible Memory 

Stewardship 

Healthy Relationships 

Using Gifts, Talents and Skills 

Church Commitment 

 

Serve 

Outreach 

Missions Involvement 

Christian Service 


