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While we read the Gospels, we come 

to realize that Jesus talks a lot about 

the Kingdom of God. In fact, it’s one of 

the most common topics we encounter 

from the lips of Jesus. The reason Jesus 

spoke so frequently about the Kingdom 

of God wasn’t simply because he found 

a particular interest in that topic, but be-

cause the Kingdom of God is essential to 

knowing God himself.

God has revealed Himself as Ruler over 

all things—this is His reign. Even in cre-

ation, we see God displaying His sov-

ereign reign over everything, including 

physical matter and angels. However, as 

we read the creation account we come 

to see that the regal language we would 

expect God to use for Himself, He attri-

butes to Adam and Eve when He com-

mands them to have “dominion” (Gen-

esis 1:26). God does this so that Adam 

and Eve, as God’s image-bearers, would 

live as vice-regents over creation. God 

has ultimate authority as King and Ruler 

of Creation, but He has delegated some 

of that authority to humanity.

The first sin committed in the Garden of 

Eden was essentially a refusal to submit 

to the authority and Kingship of God. 

As vice-regents, it was Adam and Eve’s 

duty to be royal subjects of God as King.  

Because of their rebellion, they suffered 

the consequence of being exiled from the 

garden. Although Adam and Eve were re-

moved from Eden, they did not lose their 

status as vice-regents. However, the 

image of God in them was now severely 

defaced. But in God’s grace, it was not 

completely erased.

The rest of the story of the Bible is about 

humanity’s eventual return to the gar-

den, and the intimate relationship with 

God it once enjoyed (Revelation 22:1-2). 

Along the way, God calls certain men 

and women for His own purposes—no 

matter what events transpire, everything 

is working towards the climax of the sto-

ry. Many of the events and people of the 

Old Testament help prepare us to recog-

nize the hero of the story so that we can 

rightly celebrate His arrival.

One such event that teaches us this is 

the establishment of the monarchy for 

the nation of Israel. God permitted Is-

rael to have a king, but also gave a few 

prohibitions and instructions (Deuter-

onomy 18:14-20). The basic teaching is 

that God will be the one to choose the 

king. The king cannot be proud and self-

ish, and he must know and live by the law. 

The king would be the chosen represen-

tative of the people so that his life would 

have an effect on the entire nation; the 

people would suffer the consequences of 

the kings’ life, for better or worse.
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In many ways, what we learn about the monarchy period in the his-

tory of Israel benefits us today as the church. We too are led by a 

King, whose life has had an effect upon us—His obedience, even to 

death, has brought us life. Jesus is the true King who represents a 

new humanity, and from His life, this new humanity reaps great re-

ward. Jesus is said to be the King of kings and Lord of lords, and His 

reign has no end. Jesus rules through His word, and His presence is 

with us through the Holy Spirit.

The establishment of the monarchy in Israel was a foreshadowing of 

a greater King that would rule over a greater kingdom. This greater 

King would rule in wisdom, justice, mercy, love and his kingdom 

would have no end. By studying 1 and 2 Samuel, we can come to ap-

preciate the rule and reign of Jesus to a much greater degree. Also, 

by connecting how the monarchy of Israel anticipated the coming 

of Jesus, we can see how the sovereign purposes of God through 

human history culminate in Christ.

Regalia is the word used to describe the various symbols associated 

with a noble position, like a king and a kingdom. God chose to use 

real people in real places to reveal Himself. Whether it’s King David 

himself, or an episode like David and Goliath, each is an essential 

piece of Regalia that represents the true Kingdom, and it’s true King.

Pastor Larry Adams Pastor Phil Ward
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The Regalia format is different from previous Study Guides that we’ve produced, so 

please read the “Yahweh” and “Christ-Centered” paragraphs to help you become famil-

iar with this particular book.

Yahweh (God’s Divine Name)
We’ve replaced all references to the 

lord with the proper name Yahweh. In 

the original Hebrew (the language of 

the Old Testament), the special/cove-

nantal name for God was the four-let-

ter word (transliterated into English as) 

YHWH. By the time of Jesus, the verbal 

use of “the name” fell out of practice, as 

well-meaning Jews didn’t want to risk 

taking the name of God in vain. And so 

the name Yahweh was replaced with the 

Hebrew word adonai, which is a generic 

name for “lord.”  Continuing in this tra-

dition, English Bible translators have not 

translated the name YHWH, but have 

rendered it as “the lord” (small capital 

letters). However, we felt it would be 

important to use the actual name (Yah-

weh), as this was the covenantal name 

that God had identified Himself to His 

people (Exodus 3:13–16). 

Christ-Centered 
The whole Bible is about Jesus; not just 

the New Testament, but everything from 

Genesis 1–Malachi 4. We’re not making 

this up—just ask Jesus Himself (Luke 
24:27–49; John 5:39)! 

When we read the Old Testament, we 

want to make sure that we don’t merely 

see Samuel or David as the hero of the 

story, because ultimately the stories we 

read should point us to Jesus. Therefore, 

when we go through this study in Sam-

uel (in the Study Guide, and during ser-

mons), we will make sure that the point 

of each week finds its fulfillment in Je-

sus. And so, when we read such an iconic 

book like this, don’t try to be like David, 

be like Jesus, who is the perfect and bet-

ter version of David!
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Background of Samuel
Samuel was originally compiled as one book in Hebrew, and 

was later split into two when it was translated into Greek 

(this translation is called the “Septuagint,” and was created 

sometime between the 3rd and 2nd centuries bce). Samuel 

covers the transition from the last of the judges (Samuel) 

to the first king of Israel (Saul), and then into the reign of 

Israel’s greatest king, David. Together with 1 & 2 Kings (also 

compiled initially as one book in Hebrew), these books give 

a history of the monarchy of Israel (the united kingdom), 

from the miraculous birth of Samuel, to the destruction of 

the temple in 587/586 bc.  

While the book is titled “Samuel,” it’s clear that the histor-

ical Samuel wasn’t the author (at least not in totality), as 

the death of Samuel is recorded in 1 Samuel 25, making it 

impossible for him to write 1 Samuel 26–31, and 2 Samuel 

1–24. Because of the way documents were written in the 

ancient world, it’s oftentimes difficult to pinpoint the exact 

author of a book. 

The genre of Samuel is that of historical-narrative, but the 

history is told from a theological perspective (which is the 

point of many Hebrew writings), as its focus is to commu-

nicate how God is engaging in the process of redeeming 

history, through the development of His chosen king and 

messiah (anointed one), David. And so the purpose of the 

book is not to merely record the chronological-description 

of specific events in Israel’s history, but to present the sto-

ry of Israel from a theological/spiritual standpoint, which 

highlights how Yahweh is working through His people to 

accomplish His purposes. 



Goals of this Study Guide
The goals of this Study Guide are: to understand what Samuel meant to the an-

cient Israelites, to see Jesus in the Old Testament text, and to discover how those 

truths apply to our lives today.

The Format of this Study Guide
Each week the study will help us discover: 

  • What does the passage say? (OBSERVING)

  • What does it mean? (DEFINING/UNDERSTANDING)

  • How do I apply those truths to my life? (RESPONDING)

o b s e rv i n g

The best way to become familiar with a passage is to OBSERVE (list) the details that 

you see. Read, read, read, and then read again. Read it slow and become familiar 

with the passage. Remember, at this point, you are just identifying what’s recorded 

in the narrative; so don’t try to develop an interpretation or application (yet).

d e f i n i n g

Our Study Guide writers have DEFINED keywords (to provide background) for 

your reference. This is similar to the notes you’ll see in a commentary or study 

Bible (feel free to use your own commentaries when you study, or build your own 

library from our recommended resource list).

u n d e r s ta n d i n g t h e o r i g i n a l c o n t e x t

In this UNDERSTANDING section, you will read about what that passage meant 

to the original audience. This section helps shed light on some of the background 

details of the story, and will sometimes give an overview/summary of the text (es-

pecially for weeks that cover multiple chapters). 

u n d e r s ta n d i n g t h e t h e o l o g i c a l t h e m e s

This is a brand new section for our Study Guide. In this section, we want to con-

nect the Samuel story to the overall biblical narrative. Our writers have picked out 

THEOLOGICAL THEMES that are present throughout scripture (in the Old or 

New Testaments), or show how what we see in the Samuel story ultimately fore-

shadows (or points us to) Christ! This is going to be a very exciting section of the 

Study Guide!

r e s p o n d i n g

The RESPONDING section is very applicational (our response to the text), where 

we apply to our lives what we’ve learned so far. 
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Group Members:

• Before the Sunday message, try to read 

through (and complete) that week’s 

content in the Study Guide. 

• Bring your Study Guide on Sunday and 

take notes that might help you better 

understand the passage. 

• Use the passage, the Sermon Notes 

(provided online or at the church on 

Sundays), or this Study Guide as a daily 

devotional.

• Some weeks the Study Guide will help 

emphasize the sermon’s specific points, 

and some weeks it might focus on 

areas of a passage that the sermon can’t 

address. 

• Continue to ask God to bless our con-

gregation as we study Samuel, and pray 

for the members of your small group, 

our church community, and our local 

community. 

Group Leaders: 

• Consider how to integrate the Sermon 

Notes (and those questions) with the 

Study Guide. 

• You may choose to open your group 

time with a brief discussion about the 

thrust of the previous week’s sermon 

and ask your group what kind of con-

nections they were able to make (to the 

passage, the sermon, etc.). 

• Don’t feel pressured to discuss every 

page of the Study Guide.

• Make the goal of each study to identify: 

 1. The main point of the passage. 

 2. How we understand Jesus in light of 

the passage. 

 3. How we live our lives (today) in light 

of number 1 and 2.

• Always follow the Spirit’s leading, and 

be sensitive to His direction during any 

given group meeting. 

A Sample Small Group 
Discussion:

• Opening prayer.

• Ask the group if they had any questions 

about the passage.

• Ask the group how they would sum-

marize the passage (what’s the main 

point?). Remember, don’t get bogged 

down with details (and then miss the 

actual point of the passage). 

• Ask the group what made an im-

pact with them (either because they 

discovered the original meaning of the 

passage, or because of a breakthrough 

in their own lives through personal 

application).

• Go through the “Challenge Questions” 

at the end of each week’s Study Guide, 

and discuss any impact, conviction, or 

challenge they’ve had in applying these 

truths to their lives.

• Ask the group for prayer requests.

• Have the group pray for their requests.
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Commentaries on Samuel

Arnold, Bill, The NIV Application 

Commentary: 1 & 2 Samuel (Zondervan, 

2003)

Chisholm, Robert, Teach the Text 

Commentary Series: 1 & 2 Samuel 

(Baker Books, 2013)

One-Volume Commentaries

Burge, Gary, and Hill, Andrew E., The 

Baker Illustrated Bible Commentary 

(Baker, 2012)

Wenham, Gordon J., and Motyer, 

Alec. New Bible Commentary (IVP 

Academic, 1994)

Bible Dictionaries

Longman, Tremper, The Baker 

Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Baker, 

2013)

Bible Background 
Commentaries

Walton, John H., and Matthews, 

Victor H., The IVP Bible Background 

Commentary: Old Testament (IVP 

Academic, 2000)

Introductions/Surveys 
of the Bible

Longman, Tremper, Introducing the Old 

Testament: A Short Guide to Its History 

and Message (Zondervan, 2010)

Van Pelt, Miles V., A Biblical-

Theological Introduction to the Old 

Testament: The Gospel Promised 

(Crossway, 2016)

Study Bibles

ESV Study Bible (Crossway; Indexed 

edition, 2014)

NIV Zondervan Study Bible (edited by 

D.A. Carson) (Zondervan, 2015)

NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible 

(Zondervan, 2016)

The Bible’s Grand Narrative 
(Biblical Theology)

Hunter, Trent, and Wellum, Stephen. 

Christ from Beginning to End: How the 

Full Story of Scripture Reveals the Full 

Glory of Christ (Zondervan, 2018)

Free Online Resources

biblegateway.com

biblestudytools.com

biblicaltraining.org
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T HE R ISE OF
T HE K INGDOM

1  s a mu e l  1–3
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Passage Outline
Birth narrative and 
dedication of Samuel 
 (1 Samuel 1:1–2:11)

Eli’s household rejected 
 (1 Samuel 2:12–36)

Samuel in the tabernacle 
 (1 Samuel 3:1–21)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 
words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

• List the qualities (positive and negative) for each 

of the characters we read about:

1 Samuel 1–3
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 What are the types of things (jobs/responsibilities) that Samuel does in these 

three chapters? What qualities/characteristics does he seem to possess? 

2 Eli has two biological sons, and almost acts as an adopted father to Samuel. What 

are the differences between Samuel and Eli’s boys (Hophni and Phinehas), specif-

ically in their character?

3 Read 1 Samuel 2:1–10 and then Luke 1:46–55 (maybe even print these verses off 

from www.BibleGateway.com and do a comparison). Do you see any similarities 

in these passages?

4 Do you see anything in this week’s reading that points us to Christ?

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  K I N G D O M
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Hannah (1:2) The name Hannah means 

“favored,” which is ironic because as a 

barren woman she doesn’t seem to be 

favored, and received much scorn from 

Peninnah, even to the point of experienc-

ing great depression and anxiety. 

Shiloh (1:3) This is an ancient holy site 

that acted as Israel’s capital city and 

national religious center. Shiloh has 

multiple Old Testament references (e.g., 
Joshua 18:1, 9; 19:51; 22:9–34; 1 Samuel 
1–3; Jeremiah 7:12–15; 26:6–9; 41:5). It’s 

located in the north-central territory of 

Ephraim; about 17 miles north of Bethel, 

and hosted the ark of the covenant (con-

taining the two tablets given to Moses 

from God). By mentioning the ark and 

Shiloh here, the author is linking this sto-

ry to the book of Judges, as Judges closes 

with a yearly feast at Shiloh (21:19).

Made a vow...no razor (1:11) In the an-

cient world it was common to make vows 

to deities, especially when someone was 

facing difficulties (crises, deliverance 

from a situation, etc.). The vow would 

often involve offering a gift in return for 

a favor (see Numbers 21:2). To not cut 

one’s hair was probably a “Nazirite vow” 

(see Numbers 6:5; Judges 13:5).

Scoundrels (2:12) Eli’s sons (Hophni 

and Phinehas) were despised and dishon-

orable, which is the opposite of Hannah’s 

son. This is the same expression used of 

the men of Gibeah (Judges 19:22), who 

threatened to assault a Levite and then 

murder his concubine; it comes from the 

term meaning “sons of wickedness.”

Ministering before Yahweh (2:18, 21) 
This is a term that is used of priests and 

the jobs/functions they did in the temple 

(making sacrifices, etc.). 

Priest (2:35) Priests were born into this 

role (not called in the modern Christian 

sense) by means of their gender and lin-

eage (i.e., males born into the tribe of 

Levi, from the house of Aaron). Techni-

cally, Samuel was a Levite but was not of 

the house of Aaron, so he could serve in 

the temple but not be a priest.  

Prophet (3:20) This was a role God 

called people into (prophets weren’t 

born into this role). The primary respon-

sibility of the prophet was to be a “cov-

enant enforcer,” as prophets called the 

people of God to repentance for break-

ing Torah (the Law), and to return to the 

proper worship/ethics of Yahweh. 

“T here is no one  holy like Yahweh; t here is no one 
besides you; t here is no Rock like our God. ”

1  s a mu e l 2 :2 ,  n i v



13

“Behind any good man stands an even better woman” is a popular American saying, but it’s 

an even truer description for many of the female biblical characters we meet. The story 

of Samuel begins with his amazing mother, Hannah, a woman who was dedicated and 

faithful to God. 

Because formal financial assistance systems like social security, retirement pensions, or 

welfare didn’t exist in the ancient world, it was necessary for families to grow and multiply 

as a means of ongoing (and generational) survival. Hannah was probably Elkanah’s first 

wife (1 Samuel 1:5), but she had been unable to bear children. Barrenness was a shameful 

thing for a family, especially for the woman, as they were the ones who were assumed 

to be responsible for getting pregnant. The ancient world also had a high maternal and 

infant mortality rate, and so you can see the anxiety that surrounds producing offspring. 

Because of these types of issues, polygamy (the marriage of a man to multiple women) was 

often practiced, in order to increase the likelihood of having children. While facing the 

reality of a childless future, Elkanah took Peninnah as a second wife, to produce children.

By God’s grace, and to achieve His restorative purposes in redeeming the world, He granted 

Hannah, a son. Samuel was a special boy who served in a priestly-type role in the temple (1 
Samuel 2:11; 21) and was called to be a prophet (1 Samuel 3:19–21). He is presented as the 

light Israel needed as he called them from their corruption, and was to be God’s agent to 

usher in the united kingship (and monarchy) that will lead the covenantal people of God in 

the ways of the Torah. 

Chapters 2 and 3 of 1 Samuel provide a deliberate contrast between Samuel, who functions 

as Eli’s (unofficial) adopted son, and Eli’s two natural sons. These three all serve in the 

temple, but while Eli’s sons are priests by birthright, they are evil men who are disgracing 

God, and their father. Meanwhile, as Samuel had no birth claim to the priesthood, he serves 

faithfully before Yahweh and has found favor in His sight (1 Samuel 2:26), just as his mother 

Hannah did. This is the opposite of what Eli’s boys were doing, as they continued to abuse 

their position. 

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 Why was Hannah blessed with a child?

2 What is the role of the prophet? How does a man become a priest?

T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  K I N G D O M
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Hannah’s Story and
Israel’s Story
Hannah’s story mirrors Israel’s story. 

Hannah is a woman “ favored” by God, 

yet has immense struggles in childbirth, 

and cannot be “ fruitful”—she cannot 

help herself out of this situation. Like-

wise, Israel, a people not possessing 

anything intrinsically special, are cho-

sen and favored by God, yet struggle to 

be spiritually-fruitful. While Hannah is 

entirely unable to produce her own fruit 

(offspring), and Israel is unable (and of-

ten unwilling) to produce spiritual fruit, 

God intercedes and produces the fruit 

for both. Yahweh does for Hannah, for 

Israel, and for all people what we cannot 

do ourselves. He provides for us—not 

merely in materialistic things, but most 

importantly, in sending Jesus to redeem 

the world.

Hannah & Samuel and 
Elizabeth & John the Baptist
When Luke shared the story of Elizabeth 

and Zechariah (Luke 1:5–25), it appears 

he had Hannah in mind. Both were bar-

ren women who were faithful to Yahweh 

and relied on His grace and blessing to 

conceive. Both had sons who played crit-

ical roles in God’s story of redeeming 

the world, as Samuel was a prophet that 

anointed Israel’s greatest king, David—

but John the Baptist was a prophet that 

baptized the great eternal king of the 

world, Jesus. 

Hannah’s Song and Mary’s Song
Jesus’ mother (Mary) was also a wom-

an who had a supernatural encounter 

with her child, but her problem wasn’t 

barrenness; she was a young girl who’d 

never “known” a man. While God had 

kept Hannah’s womb closed (1 Samu-
el 1:5), God overshadowed Mary and 

allowed her to conceive in her womb 

without the help of a physical man. As 

Hannah’s name means “ favored,” Mary 

is told that she has found favor with God 

(Luke 1:30). Hannah’s prayer (1 Samuel 
2:1–10) foreshadows Mary’s prayer of 

thanksgiving for Jesus (Luke 1:46–55), 

as both women exult and magnify Yah-

weh for what He has graciously done for 

them. Both are humble women who un-

derstand the greatness of God, and His 

redeeming the world through His grace 

and mercy. 

Jesus as the 
Better/Eternal Priest
Samuel wasn’t a priest, but served many 

priestly duties (refer to the DEFINING 
section). This is because God can raise 

for Himself priests who aren’t qualified 

by lineage to perform the task (1 Samuel 
2:35). This points us to Jesus, who also 

wasn’t “qualified” (by lineage) to be a 

priest, yet functions as the better and 

eternal high priest, also not from the 

line of Aaron, but from Melchizedek. In 

fact, the book of Hebrews, Chapters 5–8, 

focus on how Jesus is the perfect priest 

who is continually making intercession 

for His people.  

t he T heological T hemes
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Praising God in Life’s Circumstances
Hannah experienced much grief in life: the sorrow of being barren, the disappointment of 

not being able to produce offspring for her husband, the shame of her husband having to 

take on another wife, and intense ridicule from that second wife. As 1:10 describes, Han-

nah experienced “deep anguish.” When we experience life’s trials it’s perfectly okay to ask 

God the “why?” question—after all, much of what David wrote in the Psalms were “why” 

questions. However, as we see in Hannah, her anguish and grief pushed her closer to trust 

and seek God. Hannah had a spiritually mature response to grief: she acknowledged the 

depth of her pain and then sought God’s will and comfort.  

Like Hannah, we often try to make deals with God. She “made a vow” (1 Samuel 1:11) 

to dedicate her child to God. But when God blessed her with a child, it had nothing to 

do with the sincerity of her vow, as there have been thousands of women over the years 

who have made similar vows to God, yet have remained childless. Instead, God blessed 

Hannah with a child (Samuel) because in that child God was able to best glorify Himself 

through the redemption of His people.  

Hannah and Samuel are Good, Jesus is Better
Samuel and Hannah are great saints, but they should point us to Jesus, who is better ver-

sions of them both. Hannah was faithful in her barrenness, even while being ridiculed by 

Peninnah. However, while Hannah displayed great faithfulness in tribulation, Jesus was 

perfectly faithful as the true Son of God, even while experiencing the greatest of tribula-

tion and ridicule to the point of death. Samuel was called to be a prophet (1 Samuel 3:20) 

and was raised up by God to be a priest (1 Samuel 2:35). Jesus, however, is the true and 

permanent high priest (Hebrews 5:10; 7:11; 23–24), and the great prophet, who is the God 

who visited His people (Luke 7:16).

We often read these stories and think: “I need to be as virtuous as Samuel” or “I need to 

be faithful during trials and ridicule like Hannah.” But guess what, you don’t! We’re not 

called to be like Samuel or Hannah—we’re called to be conformed to the image of Christ 

(Romans 8:29). When we experience trials (and we will), we must aim to be like the one 

who sustains life (Colossians 1:17) and is the sender of strength (Philippians 4:13). To 

truly follow the example of someone like Hannah is to, in the midst of trials, pray what 

Jesus taught us: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done” (Matthew 6:9–13). 
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

Think back to a struggle or trialing circumstance in life (maybe you’re going 

through one now). What was your natural response to the hurt/pain/anxiety/

fear? Were you honest about your feelings, but sincerely seeking God’s will to be 

done? Did you maybe spiritualize the situation and minimize the feelings? 

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE: 

Do you think that Christian communities promote honesty and transparency 

when folks are experiencing struggles in life? Many Christians feel as though they 

must put on a “false face” in order to appear that they have it all together. How 

can we create a more transparent (and safe) church culture?

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

Transparency is purposeful—it happens because people practice and 

demonstrate it, which usually starts with the “little things” in life. Make a list 

of the people in your life (family, small group members, pastors, etc.) who are 

“safe” enough for you to be transparent with. Commit to having a meaningful 

conversation with them the next time you are experiencing a trial (even if it’s 

something that seems insignificant). 

Application Questions:  



T HE GLORY 
OF T HE K ING

1  s a mu e l  4–7
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Passage Outline
The Philistines and the ark  
 (1 Samuel 4:1–5:12)

The ark returned 
 (1 Samuel 6:1–7:2)

Samuel the judge 
 (1 Samuel 7:3–17)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

1 Samuel 4–7
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 Why would the Philistines oppose Israel, knowing what God had done to the 

Egyptians (4:8, 6:6)?

2 What was the significance of the Philistines capturing the ark of the covenant?

3 In Chapter 7, what are the similarities between Samuel and Jesus?

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  G L O R Y  O F  T H E  K I N G
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Why has Yahweh defeated us (4:3) The 

elders’ question correctly assumes that 

the battle belongs to Yahweh. The lan-

guage indicates that Israel lost the battle 

because Yahweh was against them. It also 

reveals their assumption that Yahweh is 

sovereign over all outcomes.

These mighty gods (4:8) The Philistines 

were polytheistic and mistook Yahweh for 

a pantheon (many gods). Most ancient 

nations worshipped multiple, sometimes 

hundreds, of gods.

Dagon (5:2) Dagon was the principal 

god of the Philistines. Most ancient na-

tions worshipped a series of gods, but 

there was typically one principal deity. 

The house of Dagon was located in the 

Philistine city of Ashdod, which is in 

modern-day Israel. His name was likely 

associated with grain, making him an ag-

ricultural or fertility god.

Head…hands were lying cut off (5:4) 

This specific damage done to the stat-

ue of Dagon is in line with the ancient 

practice of removing the head and hands 

from a defeated enemy. The same lan-

guage is used to describe David’s defeat 

of Goliath (1 Samuel 17:51).

He struck…because they looked upon 
the ark (6:19) In Numbers 4:20, when 

the duties of the Levites are being de-

scribed; it says “they shall not go in to 

look on the holy things even for a mo-

ment, lest they die.” The ark was to be 

handled in a very specific way, and the 

men of Beth-shemesh treated it with 

contempt by looking inside.  

Ashtaroth (7:3) Ashtaroth is the plural 

form of Ashtaroth (probably a way to 

reference all false deities), and was the 

fertility goddess of the Canaanites.

Yahweh thundered…against the Philis-
tines (7:10) This language is reminiscent 

of Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel 2:10, “The 

adversaries of Yahweh shall be broken to 

pieces; against them, He will thunder in 

heaven.” In 2:9 she prayed, “not by might 

shall man prevail,” indicating that Israel’s 

strength comes from Yahweh, and not by 

their own effort.

Ark of the Covenant
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The ark narrative of 1 Samuel 4–7 demonstrates the ultimate power and authority of God. 

Chapter 4 begins with the word of Yahweh coming to the prophet Samuel. The opening 

verse seems unrelated to the story that follows, and is perhaps a continuation of Chapter 

3, serving to remind the reader that while Israel is in a period of unfaithfulness, there is 

still one in Israel who hears from Yahweh. 

The Israelites were unfaithful at this point in history. They worshipped foreign gods, in-

cluding the gods of their enemy, the Philistines. Because of this, the Israelites experienced 

substantial losses in the first battle against the Philistines. So, they called for the ark of the 

covenant, believing that the presence of the ark would provide the power they needed to 

defeat their enemy. As a perfect example of Israel’s spiritual condition, the two “worthless” 

sons of Eli (Hophni and Phinehas, 1 Samuel 2:12) accompanied the ark; in the end, un-

faithfulness to Yahweh was their downfall. Their second battle against the Philistines was 

even more disastrous than the first, and this time the ark of the covenant was captured.

It’s at this point that the power of Yahweh was put on display. The captured ark was placed 

in the house of Dagon, next to Dagon himself. In the ancient world, nations often had re-

spect for foreign gods and when captured, would place them in their own temples. In this 

case, Dagon was the principal god of the Philistines, and since the Philistines had defeat-

ed Israel in battle, it was assumed that Dagon was more powerful than Yahweh. Yet, twice 

the Philistines entered the house of Dagon only to find the statue of Dagon face down on 

the ground before of the ark of Yahweh—the second time, Dagon’s head and hands were 

cut off. Yahweh then afflicted the Philistines with tumors, so they began to move the ark 

around to different Philistine cities. Wherever it went the people were afflicted, and many 

died. After seven long months, the Philistines sent the ark back to the Israelites, with a 

guilt offering. 

By now Eli and his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were dead, and Samuel was the pro-

phetic voice for Israel. Samuel exposed the sins of Israel, calling them to repent, to put 

away their foreign gods, and to serve Yahweh alone.

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 Why didn’t the presence of the ark of the covenant secure a victory 

for the Israelites?

2 Why were the Israelites tempted to worship foreign gods like Dagon 

and Ashtoreth?

T H E  G L O R Y  O F  T H E  K I N G
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Yahweh Is King
The ancient world saw many dominant empires due to great kings who ruled effectively, 

and were victorious in battle. By the time of the first century, this is exactly what Israel 

wanted in a king, as they anticipated a messiah that would come and deliver them from 

oppression. However, by the time Jesus came, the Jews expected a king who would over-

throw Rome and establish an earthly empire, like the ones they had seen oppress them for 

much of their history.

Knowing their hearts and their propensity to worship foreign gods, Yahweh established 

His ultimate power and authority throughout the events recorded in the ark narrative. 

God revealed His unrivaled power to both the Philistines and the Israelites.

Before Israel receives a human king, they are reminded that their true king is God Himself, 

and ultimate power and authority are found in Him alone, as a thousand years later, Jesus 

would come to proclaim God’s true kingdom, which Jesus is the true king of.

Yahweh’s True Identity
Throughout this narrative, both the Israelites and the Philistines treat Yahweh as one of 

many gods. The Philistines said of Yahweh: “Who can deliver us from the power of these 

mighty gods?” (1 Samuel 4:8). They had heard of Yahweh and His power in dealing with 

the Egyptians, yet they identified Him not as the sovereign creator to whom they must 

submit, but as a pantheon of Hebrew gods. To the Philistines, Yahweh was a god, but not 

the one true God of creation.

Ironically enough though, the Israelites were guilty of the same blasphemous crime. They 

worshipped foreign gods alongside Yahweh (1 Samuel 7:3–4) because they didn’t truly 

know Him, and their hearts were far from Him.

Jesus experienced the same thing during his ministry. The Jews saw His miracles and heard 

His teachings, yet because they didn’t truly know Him, they rejected Him. 

The Call To Repentance
The Israelites had been defeated in battle, they had lost the ark to the Philistines, and the 

nation was suffering. Their sin was the direct cause of their downfall. Aware of this, Samuel 

called the nation to repentance, and so they threw out their idols, called out to Yahweh, and 

He delivered them from the Philistines. 

Repentance is a key component of salvation, where someone, responding to the grace of 

God, turns away from their sin. Like Samuel, Jesus came to call sinners to repentance (Luke 
5:32). Yet Jesus goes beyond, and not only calls the sinner to repentance but also provides 

the faith to do so. All people are in need of repentance (Luke 13:3), and all people are 

commanded to repent (Acts 17:30).

t he T heological T hemes

W E E K  T W O
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Knowing The Lord
Both the Israelites and the Philistines 

misidentified Yahweh. He was treated 

as “just another god” like Dagon, Beel-

zebub, or any of the hundreds of gods of 

the ancient world. The Israelites would 

pay Him lip service, but their hearts were 

often far from Him. We struggle with the 

same thing in our own culture. It’s easy 

to “go through the motions” as a Chris-

tian without an intimate knowledge of 

God, and have hearts far from God.

In the book of Hosea, Yahweh spoke 

through the prophet, “For I desire stead-

fast love and not sacrifice, knowledge of 

God rather than burnt offerings” (Ho-
sea 6:6). God desires that we know Him, 

and know Him intimately. It’s so easy to 

participate in our church communities 

and merely say and do the right things. 

It’s easy to go along with a superficial 

knowledge of God. But do we truly know 

Him? Are we growing daily in our love 

for, and knowledge of God?

Life is busy. Distractions come from all 

directions. However, in the end, what 

matters most is that we know the shep-

herd and recognize His voice.

Trusting In God Alone
The ancient world was much more super-

stitious than we are today (superstition 

being the excessive belief for supernat-

ural beings). They credited many things 

like rain, fertility, and the harvest, to var-

ious gods. They even credited the gods 

with military victories. The Israelites 

were no less superstitious, as they too 

believed that Yahweh was at the center 

of all things. So, when Samuel called the 

Israelites to repentance in 7:3, he called 

them to direct their hearts to Yahweh. 

They were called to trust in the true God 

alone for all things.

We may not have “gods” in the same 

sense as the ancient world, but we cer-

tainly diversify our trust. We often trust 

in the stock market or economy for finan-

cial security. We trust in our careers to 

define us and give us purpose. We trust 

in our spouse or children to make us hap-

py and fulfilled. Yet, each of these things 

can and will fail us—but God alone is 

sufficient! And while He provides many 

good things, our hope is in the creator, 

not in the created. 

For the Israelites, repentance meant 

throwing out idols. But for us, repen-

tance may mean a lot of different things. 

Some of us may need to change course 

in our careers. Some of us may need to 

spend less time in the secular news, and 

more time in the word. In all cases, we 

must place our trust in God alone.

T H E  G L O R Y  O F  T H E  K I N G

“Who can s tand in 
 t he presence of Yahweh, 
t his  holy God?”

1  s a mu e l 6 :20b ,  n i v
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

Are there areas in your life where you struggle to trust God? What are they? 

Do you find yourself trusting in something else instead?

group conversation & response:

What does it mean to know Yahweh? How can we grow in our knowledge 

of Him?

communit Y reflection & response:

What are some common ways the people in our community misunderstand 

God? How can we as a church improve the way we represent Him and 

communicate who He is?

Application Questions:  
W E E K  T W O



T HE PEOPLE
CHOOSE 
T HE K ING

1  s a mu e l  8–10
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Passage Outline
Israel desires a human king 
 (1 Samuel 8:1–22)

Saul is chosen and anointed 
 (1 Samuel 9:1–10:27)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

1 Samuel 8–10
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 Why do the Israelites desire a king to rule them? Why are they now asking for a 

king?

2 What do we learn about God from the events leading to Saul and Samuel’s first 

meeting?

3 What is God demonstrating to the people of Israel through the “Spirit of God 

rushing” upon Saul?

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  P E O P L E  C H O O S E  T H E  K I N G
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Solemnly warn them (8:9) A legal expression, 

meaning to give full knowledge of an action. God in-

structs Samuel to make the Israelites fully aware of 

the consequences of their desire for a king. 

Tribe of Benjamin (9:21) The tribe of Benjamin 

was descended from the youngest son of Jacob, and 

therefore, the tribe in the humblest standing (by 

Old Testament measures). The name Benjamin lit-

erally means “son of the right hand,” which would 

have been understood as “son of strength.” Saul 

descends from this tribe, which became known for 

violence and war.

So the cook…set them before Saul (9:24) The leg 

of the sacrifice was the priest’s portion (see Exodus 
29:27). Saul’s new role as king, like the role of the 

priest, is sacred and ordained by God. 

Anointed (10:1) A term used for things divinely cho-

sen for a task. The term is also used for the high priest 

(Exodus 28:41), and is later used for Jesus (Acts 
10:38), and all believers (2 Corinthians 1:21).  

Heritage (10:1) This can also mean “inheritance” 

and refers to either Yahweh’s land or His people. Be-

cause in the previous chapter, God tells Samuel that 

Saul will be “prince over my people Israel” (9:16), 

we can assume that “heritage” refers to the people 

of God in this instance.  

He prophesied among them (10:10) Saul receives 

the Spirit of God, which allows him to prophesy. 

This serves as a public sign of Saul’s anointing and 

God’s plan to use Saul to deliver Israel.

King (10:24) The people of Israel asked for a king, 

but God chose who the king would be. Although the 

king of Israel will have the power to rule, he will still 

be subject to Yahweh. He is to be a representation of 

God’s plan of redemption for His people.

“Do you see  t he 
man  Yahweh 
has chosen? 

T here is no one 
like  him among 
all  t he people. ”

1 s a mu e l 10:2 4 b ,
n i v
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The people’s rejection of God in favor of 

a human king did not start in the time of 

Samuel. Until this point, the people of 

Israel relied on Yahweh to guide them, 

but they never felt satisfied. Even after 

God delivered them from Egypt, they 

constantly worshipped other gods and 

despaired when enemies attacked (1 
Samuel 8:8). Yahweh appointed judges 

to protect them militarily and keep the 

peace, a reminder that God would not 

forsake His covenant with His people, 

but judges did not ultimately satisfy 

Israel’s desire for a king. Here in Chap-

ter 8, Samuel has made his sons judges 

over Israel (1 Samuel 8:1), and they have 

become corrupt (1 Samuel 8:3). Rather 

than asking God to remove these corrupt 

judges and raise up righteous leaders, Is-

rael demands a king so that they can be 

“like all the nations” (1 Samuel 8:5). 

Israel’s position in the world becomes 

central in understanding why they desire 

this type of king. Israel was a small nation, 

frequently attacked by the Philistines and 

Ammonites. When Israel realizes that 

the judges who were appointed to protect 

and guide them have failed to solve their 

problems, they want to set up yet another 

human system of leadership. The primary 

reason Israel wants a king like the nations 

is a spiritual one: they have rejected God 

as their king (1 Samuel 10:19).

Emphasis is placed on Saul’s height and 

appearance (twice); when we first meet 

Saul, where he is described as “a hand-

some young man” and “taller than any 

of the people” (1 Samuel 9:2), and again 

when Saul is presented as the anointed 

king, where “he was taller than any of 

the people from his shoulders upward” 

(1 Samuel 10:23). God has fulfilled the 

people’s desire for a king like those of 

their enemies, and will use this king to 

“save my people from the hand of the 

Philistines” (1 Samuel 9:16). But God 

warns His people that a king such as this 

will claim rights reserved for Yahweh, 

such as tithes and offerings (1 Samuel 
8:14–16) and will not deliver the people, 

but oppress them.

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 In what ways has Israel rejected God?

2 Why does God give Israel the type of king they want?

T H E  P E O P L E  C H O O S E  T H E  K I N G
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God is Patient with His People
Israel had been rejecting Yahweh as their king since Egypt (1 Samuel 8:8), and the Bible 

foretold that Israel would ask for a king “like all the nations” in Deuteronomy 17:14. But 

although the Israelites reject the glory of being a people consecrated to God, Yahweh is 

patient—He will glorify His name through the kingship He establishes. Throughout scrip-

ture, to experience God’s patience is to encounter the love of God. His patience is grace 

to His people, “not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance” 

(2 Peter 3:9). God chooses to give the Israelites several warnings that He “might display 

His perfect patience” as He does now for “those who were to believe in him for eternal 

life” (1 Timothy 1:16).

Every step of the way, God orchestrates the events leading up the anointing of Saul, show-

ing that He, Yahweh, is still in control, though He chose to “obey the voice of the people” 

for a king (1 Samuel 8:7). God is more patient than His people are sinful, which means 

that though people reject God, He turns their rejection into good as part of His unfolding 

plan of redemption. Only an all-powerful being can be perfectly patient, having the power 

to complete His plan in whatever time He pleases. To display His power, He “endured 

with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known 

the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory” 

(Romans 9:22–23). If God shows this patience to those pre-ordained for destruction, we 

can expect He shows it that much more to those He has chosen.

God’s Plan for Redemption
God tells Samuel to “solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who shall 

reign over them” (1 Samuel 8:9). By pointing out the suffering they invite by requesting 

a human king, God sets up the contrast of what they deserve—suffering—versus His ul-

timate plan to bring about redemption and grace through a king. Ultimate redemption 

comes from the line of David, the true king “after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14), who 

is Christ, showing that God has the power to bring good from people’s sinfulness. 

God has saved Israel from destruction several times as a foreshadowing of His perfect 

salvation through Jesus. Here, God reminds us, “I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and I 

delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all the kingdoms that 

were oppressing you” (1 Samuel 10:18). He now promises He will use Saul to “save them 

from the hand of their surrounding enemies” (1 Samuel 10:1). He repeatedly delivers 

Israel from darkness as an indication of the salvation to come.

t he T heological T hemes

W E E K  T H R E E
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Choosing the True King
Like Israel, though we have been given 

grace beyond what we deserve, we easily 

turn to other things to save us. When the 

promise of what we’ve desired presents 

itself, when it “looks” like God’s will, we 

trust the appearance, rather than relying 

on God to be the guide. Samuel warns 

that choosing to reject God as the true 

king in exchange for looking “like all the 

nations” or in our day, “like everyone 

else” has spiritual repercussions, but 

sometimes physical, emotional, and fi-

nancial repercussions, as well. 

The parallels to the temptations in 

our world are easy to draw. When we 

are tempted to be like the world, we 

should remember that God has set us 

as a people consecrated to Himself. We 

are therefore to be: in the world but not 

part of it (John 17:14–17), a city on a hill 

(Matthew 5:14), and living solely for the 

pleasure of our God and king (Psalm 
16:11). He is our blessing, our portion, 

and our salvation. In Him is found our 

hope and our purpose. His sacrifice 

compels us to find our satisfaction in 

Him, as the only one who can provide 

us with life, joy, and peace eternal.

God’s Sovereignty Triumphs
Our sin may not be so straightforward as 

literally (or consciously) rejecting God as 

our king. But in so many ways, our rejec-

tion of what is good, holy, and pleasing to 

God for temporary satisfaction amounts 

to the same thing. We can so easily suf-

fer from the same spiritual defect as the 

Israelites when we fail to make God the 

center of our desires. 

We are, like the Israelites, prone to 

make mistakes, but we should be en-

couraged by the fact that God chose to 

work through the Israelites’ sinful de-

sires. He brought about the redemption 

of the world through their rejection of 

Him as king; therefore, how much can 

He work through our own brokenness? 

As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “His 

power is made perfect in our weakness.” 

Therefore we can boast in Him, knowing 

that He is all-powerful and reconciling 

the world to Himself through His son, 

Christ Jesus.

T H E  P E O P L E  C H O O S E  T H E  K I N G
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

Like Israel, we often seek satisfaction from the things of the world rather than 

the things of God. In what areas do you often want to be “like the nations,” or in 

other words, be like everyone else? Why do you think you desire those things? 

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE:

As God’s people, how can the church live as set apart in the world? God is the 

true king, so how should that affect our ministries and communities? 

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE:

Again and again humankind has rejected God’s plan in efforts to control their 

own destiny. How does Christ’s sacrifice compel you to choose Him for your 

satisfaction? Think of people who you trust to keep you accountable. These 

should be people you see on a regular basis and experience life with. Commit to 

talking with them about the impact of the gospel on your desires. 

 

Application Questions:  
W E E K  T H R E E



T HE HE A RT 
OF T HE K ING

1  s a mu e l  11–15
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Passage Outline
Saul’s victory 
 (1 Samuel 11:1–15)

Samuel’s farewell speech 
 (1 Samuel 12:1–25)

Saul’s foolishness 
 (1 Samuel 13:1–14:52)

Saul rejected by Yahweh 
 (1 Samuel 15:1–35)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

1 Samuel 11–15
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 Who are the primary antagonists of the Israelites in these chapters?

2 How does Saul disobey? List any events, both major and minor.

3 What are the consequences of Saul’s disobedience?

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E  K I N G
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Ammonite (11:1) The Ammonites were 

a people group in the area east of the 

Jordan River who continually attacked 

Israel and served as a catalyst for Saul 

uniting the tribes of Israel.  

Wheat harvest…thunder and rain (12:17) 

Thunder and rain were not typical of this 

time of year, as evidenced by the fear it 

produced in the people of Israel. Rain-

fall during the wheat harvest would have 

damaged the heads of grain and led to a 

diminished harvest.

Philistines (13:3) A people group, usual-

ly assumed to be from the Aegean region 

(Crete, Cyprus), who occupied the south-

ern part of Canaan and were the primary 

adversaries of Israel during this time.  

The command of Yahweh (13:13) The 

command Saul violates may have been 

the command Samuel gave to wait seven 

days for him to arrive, but it could also 

have been the command in Numbers 

18:7 that only priests should perform 

burnt offerings. 

After his own heart (13:14) This phrase 

may refer to the future king’s deep com-

mitment to Yahweh, or to the fact that 

God chose this person. Most likely, giv-

en the context, it refers to someone who 

seeks God’s will above his own, since it 

is contrasted with Saul’s breaking of Yah-

weh’s command.

Devote to destruction (15:3) This prac-

tice was also referred to as “imposing the 

ban,” and meant the people were giving 

Yahweh his share of something. This ban 

meant that all living things were to be 

killed, and one of the benefits of the ban 

was the containment of pagan “abomina-

ble practices” (Deuteronomy 20:16–18). 

I regret (15:11) God feels sorrow over 

the decision to make Saul king, but this 

does not mean He considers it a mistake 

or changed His mind about it. This sor-

row was pre-determined as part of the 

larger plan of redemption.
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At this point in history, Israel was broken into twelve tribes, without any centralized 

leadership. When we first meet the people of Jabesh-gilead in Chapter 11, they face the 

Ammonites, who want to gouge out their right eyes. The tribes surrounding Jabesh had 

not previously lent help against the Ammonites, and Jabesh had failed to lend support to 

the western tribes of Israel as well. So when Jabesh sends messengers through Israel, the 

likelihood of a response is low. In order to unite against the Ammonites, Israel needed a 

strong leader. When he heard of the Ammonite’s offer, “The Spirit of God rushed upon 

Saul” (1 Samuel 11:6), motivating his actions, which united the tribes. This shows that 

Yahweh is faithful to fulfill Israel’s vision of what a king should be (1 Samuel 12:13).

Chapter 12 comes with its own helpful historical review that emphasizes the point of the 

book of Samuel, and what the unfolding narrative aims to develop. Samuel focuses on a 

major theme: that Israel’s troubles result from the sin of violating their relationship with 

Yahweh. When Israel received leaders who brought them victory, it always followed Israel 

turning back to God, saying “deliver us out of the hand of our enemies that we may serve 

you” (1 Samuel 12:10). Samuel points out that God sent leaders to deliver them immedi-

ately after the people of Israel turned from their sin. A pattern of repentance and salvation 

emerges from Israel’s history. 

This time though, instead of asking God to help them, Israel asks for a king. The king was to 

be an agent of God’s will, executing justice and defending militarily. As such, God required 

this agent to be fully obedient, a man “after [His] own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14). Saul’s disobe-

dience in Chapters 13 and 15 directly violates the charge he received when God chose him 

for the kingship, and leads to God rejecting him as the chosen ruler of His people. 

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 Why does Samuel remind Israel of its history at the moment of 

Saul’s victory?

2 Why is Saul rejected by God?

T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E  K I N G
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Unmerited Grace
Yahweh gives Israel the hope of salvation 

through the king they chose, saying, “if 

both you and the king who reigns over 

you will follow Yahweh your God, it will 

be well” (1 Samuel 12:14). He gives Israel 

another chance, despite their rejection, 

to enter back into right relationship with 

Him. Similarly, God demonstrates His 

grace throughout the Old Testament, as 

we see people like Sarah doubting God 

but giving birth to a son who founded a 

great nation (Genesis 12:3), or with Mo-

ses, who despite doubting God at every 

turn, leads the people of Israel out of 

persecution to the Promised Land (Deu-
teronomy 34).

If the people of Israel will serve Yahweh 

with their whole hearts, God will bless 

them. “For Yahweh will not forsake His 

people, for His great name’s sake, be-

cause it has pleased Yahweh to make you 

a people for Himself” (1 Samuel 12:22). 

This is completely unmerited favor, for 

the people of Israel have forgotten Him 

over and over, but it echoes the language 

used for believers in 1 Peter 2:9, “a people 

for His own possession.” He chooses His 

people and uses them to accomplish His 

plan by grace. Yahweh delights in using 

imperfect people to accomplish His per-

fect ends, for His power is made perfect in 

our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9).

God Requires Obedience
The type of king Israel chose proved 

(just as God warned) to be disobedient 

and reckless, and so God rejected him 

as king (1 Samuel 15:23). Saul’s fall and 

rejection in the next chapters (1 Samuel 
13–15) result from Saul not keeping “the 

command of Yahweh” (1 Samuel 13:13), 

but listening to the people instead. God 

tells Saul that as the punishment for his 

disobedience, His everlasting kingdom 

will not come from Saul’s line (1 Samuel 
13:14), which shows Israel how the righ-

teous God responds to the disobedience 

of his servants. When Samuel asks, “…has 

Yahweh as great delight in burnt offer-

ings and sacrifices?” (1 Samuel 15:22), he 

makes plain why Saul can no longer be the 

agent of God’s will. Jesus asks the same of 

His followers, “If you keep my commands, 

you will remain in my love” (John 15:10), 

although He plans to pay the price for 

their sins. Obedience, then, is something 

still required for believers after Christ’s 

sacrifice because obedience is the mark of 

the believer to the outside world (1 John 
2:3), and a signal of true faith (Romans 
1:5). God delights in obedience because 

it shows that His servant trusts Him, 

esteems Him, and delights in Him, as 

He deserves. To accept disobedience 

would contradict God’s character as the 

all-knowing, all-powerful, and perfectly 

good ruler.

t he T heological T hemes

W E E K  F O U R
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Obedience, a Gift From and For God
God requires obedience from His people; His very na-

ture demands it. Like Saul, even our best intentions fail 

to live up to the impossible command God set before is 

in 1 Peter 1:16, to “be holy, for I am holy.” But God had 

mercy on us, because He delighted in calling us His peo-

ple, and sent His son, Jesus, to become obedient to the 

point of death, “even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8), 

not merely paving the way for our ransom, but also serv-

ing as our example of the posture we must assume before 

the Almighty. We now have a savior, who through obe-

dience has saved us from wrath and showed us how to 

live, so now we live freely. We are no longer slaves to sin 

but to obedience, which leads to righteousness (Romans 
6:15). Though we have received the gift of salvation, a gift 

that we cannot earn or repay, we still must obey because 

that is the freedom we received, to serve Christ willingly 

rather than to compulsively serve our sin. 

God’s commandments are always for our good, and 

therefore we can trust that obedience will ultimately 

be for our benefit (Deuteronomy 10:13), and “the fruit 

you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life” 

(Romans 6:22). Obedience throughout scripture is de-

picted as an immense gift to God’s people, and a delight 

to Yahweh. 

Our obedience has profound implications on our spiri-

tual life. First, it elevates God to the proper place in our 

hearts by directing us towards His will. Next, it furthers 

the spread of the gospel by moving us into the places and 

situations God desires. It also emphasizes the beauty 

of grace by showing us the redemptive work continually 

carried out in us by the Spirit, allowing us to be obedient. 

Our obedience is a gift, bought with the blood of Christ, 

for “by the one man’s obedience the many will be made 

righteous” (Romans 5:19). God requires obedience from 

His servants, but the glorious news of the gospel is that 

we can willingly and joyfully give Him what He deserves 

through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 

T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E  K I N G

“F or  t he sake 
of His grea t 
name  Yahweh 
will not  reject 
His people, 
because  Yahweh 
was pleased 
 to make you 
His own. ”
1 sa mu el 12 :22 ,
n i v
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

Is there an area of your life you need to become obedient in? What would that 

obedience look like? What changes do you need to make?

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE:

Christian accountability can often be a touchy subject because of a fear of 

being “judgmental” or “unloving,” but the Bible calls us to judge the explicitly 

sinful behaviors of other Christians (1 Corinthians 5:12). How can we admonish 

Christians around us to obedience in a healthy and Christ-centered way?

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE:

Think about ways you can remind the believers in your life that obedience is 

a gift. With people close to you (family, friends, small group, etc.), commit to 

reminding each other of the purpose of obedience in a meaningful way. 

 

Application Questions:  
W E E K  F O U R



GOD CHOOSES 
T HE K ING
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Passage Outline
David anointed as king 
 (1 Samuel 16:1–23)

David and Goliath 
 (1 Samuel 17:1–58)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

1 Samuel 16–17
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 What was Samuel’s criteria for a king, and what was God’s?

2 What are some of the main differences between the descriptions of King Saul, 

and David—both in their selection to be king, and in how they handled the prob-

lem of Goliath?

3 Why did no one in Israel’s army want to fight Goliath? Who should have fought 

Goliath (there are several possible candidates), and what are some possible rea-

sons why they didn’t?

4 What was King Saul’s perspective on Goliath, and what was David’s perspective? 

How did David’s perspective match what God had said to Samuel in 1 Samuel 16:7?

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

G O D  C H O O S E S  T H E  K I N G
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I have come to sacrifice (16:2) This was the truth, 

but not the whole truth. In this passage, God did not 

reveal all of what He wanted Samuel to do. 

Consecrate (16:5) It meant to wash one’s clothes in 

preparation to meet God (Exodus 19:10). Numbers 

8:21 adds the Levites also “purified themselves from 

sin.” External and internal preparation.

Spirit of Yahweh came…departed (16:13–14) In the 

Old Testament the Holy Spirit came and went upon 

people to empower them for their role. The Holy 

Spirit empowered the tabernacle builders (Exodus 
31:1–6), the judges (the Holy Spirit left Samson in 

Judges 16:20), and Israelite kings (David asked God 

not to take away His Spirit—Psalm 51:11). In the 

New Testament, the Holy Spirit does not leave be-

lievers (John 14:16).

Champion (16:8–10) At times in the Ancient Near 

East, two champions would fight for either side (i.e., 

the Iliad). The belief was that if one’s champion won, 

it meant the gods were on their side, and against the 

other side. The Philistines ran when David killed 

their champion, because in their minds it meant the 

gods were against them, and they were destined to 

lose the battle.

6 cubits and a span (17:4) A cubit is approximately 

17.49 inches, and a span is half that, at 8.75 inches. 

This makes Goliath about 9 feet 6 inches tall. Is this 

a tall tale? No. The Bible indicates there were at least 

two people groups (races) of giants—the Emites and 

Anakites. Both groups were also called Rephaites 

(Deuteronomy 2:10–11), or Nephilim (Numbers 
13:33). The Anakites used to live in Hebron, but Ca-

leb killed three of them (Joshua 15:13). The rest ap-

parently moved to Gath, where years later David and 

his mighty men killed the last of them (see 2 Samuel 
21:15–22). Og, king of Bashan, was the last of the Re-

phaites to be killed (Deuteronomy 3:11).

“F or Yahweh 
sees not as man 
sees: man looks 
on  t he ou tward 
appearance, bu t 
Yahweh looks 
on  t he heart. ”

1  s a mu e l 16: 7 b
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The three stories in these two chapters 

(the anointing of David, his playing for 

a tormented King Saul, and his slaying 

of Goliath), relate to one of the major 

themes in 1 and 2 Samuel—who is qual-

ified to be Israel’s king? The book’s 

answer is someone whose heart loves 

God, and who obeys Him. Saul had 

earlier disobeyed God in his official 

capacity as king by not fully destroying 

the Amalekites. Now we are told that 

God has chosen David because He 

has looked at David’s heart (1 Samu-
el 16:7). The implication is that David 

is someone who loves and obeys God. 

David, of course, won’t perfectly obey 

God (as he made many mistakes in life), 

but his heart is devoted to God. This is 

revealed in the story of David playing 

the lyre for King Saul; David’s heart is 

filled with God, and God, therefore, fills 

him with the Holy Spirit. 

However, it is really in the story of Da-

vid defeating Goliath that we see how 

David loves God and relates everything 

to Him. David, like God, does not look 

at the outward appearance of Goliath (1 
Samuel 16:7), but at the spiritual issues 

going on. He sees Goliath as representing 

evil, and despising God and His armies. 

David stands up for God’s honor, and be-

cause he loves, obeys, and trusts God, he 

is able to overcome evil. King Saul, on the 

other hand, continues to disqualify him-

self because he does not see with spiri-

tual eyes, but looks only at the outward 

appearance of Goliath, and is deathly 

afraid of Goliath’s physical stature.

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 Based on 16:7, who looked at the outward appearance, and who 

looked at the heart?

2 Why didn’t David use Saul’s armor/weapons to fight Goliath? 

G O D  C H O O S E S  T H E  K I N G
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Who is Qualified to be King?
This is one of the main questions of 1 and 2 Samuel. The Bible shows Saul is not quali-

fied because of his disobedience, and lack of trust in God. David is qualified because, 

although he sins, he’s ultimately a man after God’s heart (1 Samuel 13:14). We see in the 

defeat of Goliath that David is constantly thinking spiritually. He recognizes Goliath as 

someone who’s fighting against God, and that God Himself fights for Israel even when 

they disobey. God helped and fought for Joseph, Moses, Joshua, and the Judges. David 

now believes God will fight for him, and God rewards his faith. This shows that David is 

qualified to be king. 

Saul, however, looks at outward appearances and doesn’t trust that God can help him 

overcome Goliath, showing that he’s disqualified to be the type of king Israel needs. 

Which leads us to the person who is really qualified to be king, Jesus. David is more qual-

ified than Saul—he killed Goliath. But Jesus is our greater King—He killed death! David 

is a man after God’s heart, yet he still disobeys God during his life. Which again points us 

to Jesus, who fully obeyed God. Who’s truly qualified to be king? Jesus.

The Garden of Eden All Over Again
Evil faced off against good in the Garden. Satan is evil and brought evil into the Garden, 

but Adam and Eve, serving as God’s representatives, were to project good and truth to the 

world. However, Adam and Eve did not come through for God. In the book of Job, Satan 

again represented evil, while Job represented good, but this time a human came through 

for God, as Job didn’t fall to Satan’s evil attacks. In our passage, Satan and Goliath repre-

sented evil (powerful by all appearances). Here, David served as God’s representative—

but looking weak, David had the all-powerful God behind him. Do you see the pattern? 

God’s people stand as His representatives in the battle against evil, and even though we 

are weak, God will use His people to defeat evil. 

Heart More Important than Appearance
“Man looks on the outward appearance, but Yahweh looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). 

It is true—we look at a person’s appearance. Yet God wants us to learn to look beyond 

that to a person’s character and their heart for God. David looked beyond Goliath’s ap-

pearance to the spiritual realities behind him. The people of Jesus’ time missed who He 

was—their Messiah. Why? Because “He had no form or majesty that we should look 

at Him, and no beauty that we should desire Him” (Isaiah 53:2b). God’s kingdom isn’t 

about physical, material, or political power; it’s about the king of heaven ruling in the way 

He overcame: by being a servant king, even to the point of death!

t he T heological T hemes

W E E K  F I V E
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Fighting Bullies
We fight a spiritual bully—the devil (who 

is the ultimate Goliath-bully). And just 

like David defeated Goliath, Jesus (who 

is the ultimate David-rescuer) defeated 

the devil. David didn’t look like much 

compared to Goliath. So, too, Jesus 

came as “a lamb led to slaughter” (Isa-
iah 53:7). So how are we to overcome our 

Goliaths? Revelation 12:11 gives us three 

key weapons: “They have conquered him 

[the devil] by the blood of the Lamb and 

by the word of their testimony, for they 

loved not their lives even unto death.”

First, because Jesus has overcome the 

greatest bully known to man (by shed-

ding His blood on the cross), we now 

have an Advocate, Representative, and 

Mediator before God. Ask Him for His 

help.  Second, you don’t have a testimo-

ny if you’re living like the devil, but you 

do if you are obeying God. Re-commit 

yourself to a life of obedience. Third, 

Jesus requires your full commitment to 

Him. He said, “Anyone of you who does 

not renounce all that he has cannot be 

my disciple” (Luke 14:33). Revelation 

12:11 says the same thing: “they loved not 

their lives even unto death.” You don’t 

fight Goliath or the devil half-hearted-

ly—you’ll lose every time. So rest in the 

victory of Jesus, and follow the Lamb 

(Revelation 14:4)!

Skill Sets
Saul wanted David to wear his armor to 

fight Goliath. But after trying it on, Da-

vid said to Saul, “I cannot go with these, 

for I have not tested them” (1 Samuel 
17:39). David knew how to use a sling 

and his shepherd’s staff in a fight; he 

hadn’t learned how to use a sword and 

shield, so he used the skills he was an 

expert in. There are three applications 

of this. First, keep growing in and use 

the skills you already have, but also de-

velop new skills. Second, be you. Don’t 

let others (or even yourself) pressure 

you to be like someone else, as God cre-

ated you the way you are, and He does 

not make mistakes. Third, Satan will 

try to get you to fight on his terms. You 

won’t win! Satan whispers: “you’ll always 

quit.” “You’ll just try it once.” “It’s just an 

innocent kiss.” “You won’t get caught.” 

“I’m in full control.” God encourages us 

to “destroy arguments and every lofty 

opinion raised against the knowledge 

of God, and take every thought captive 

to obey Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). In-

stead, take up the full armor of God, and 

use the ultimate weapons known to hu-

mankind—the power of the Holy Spirit 

(Ephesians 6:10–20).

G O D  C H O O S E S  T H E  K I N G
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

You don’t fight Goliath half-heartedly; neither do you live the Christian life 

half-heartedly. Is it time to get going again spiritually? God understands, that’s 

why He encourages you to “lift your drooping hands and strengthen your 

weak knees…[and] strive for the holiness without which no one will see the 

Lord” (Hebrews 12:12–15). What is a radical way you can depend on God 

wholeheartedly?  

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE:

How often do we face adversity, but try to “win” the situation by using “someone 

else’s weapons” (like Saul wanted David to do), or by using our own strength? 

Reflect on adverse situations where you battled an enemy: regardless of the 

outcome (from a worldly standpoint), did you rely on God (even if it seemed as 

though you failed)? 

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE:

The world is viewed in the same way as the Israelites viewed the Philistines and 

Goliath—as the enemies of God. There were times Israel was to fight against 

their enemies, but they were also to be a light to the Gentiles, and told to “love 

your neighbor as yourself ” (Leviticus 19:18). How can we keep the balance of not 

being “like the world,” yet at the same time loving those in the world who need to 

see God’s love expressed through us?  

Application Questions:  
W E E K  F I V E



T HE R ISE OF 
T HE K ING’S 
LE A DER SHIP

1  s a mu e l  18–2 4
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Passage Outline
David and Jonathan 
 (1 Samuel 18:1–4)

Saul’s Jealousy Begins and 1st 
Recorded Attempt to 
Kill David
 (1 Samuel 18:5–16)

David’s Marriage into the 
Royal Family
 (1 Samuel 18:17–30)

Saul’s 2nd–5th Attempts 
to Kill David

 (1 Samuel 19:1–20:41)

David Flees South 
 (1 Samuel 21:1–22:5)

Doeg Kills the 
Priests of Nob
 (1 Samuel 22:6–23)

Saul Seeks to Kill David; 
David Spares Saul
 (1 Samuel 23:1–24:22)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

1 Samuel 18–24
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 What were Saul’s reasons for his jealousy and fear, and his decision to kill David?

2 In Chapter 19 Jonathan defended David to Saul. Michal, on the other hand, lied 

to Saul after she had helped David escape. What might be some reasons for the 

different responses to their father?

3 Why might David have fled initially to Samuel at Ramah? Then gone to Jonathan? 

Then to Gath? Then to the Cave of Adullam (in Judah)? Then to Moab (on the 

other side of the Dead Sea)?

4 Why might the citizens of Keilah have surrendered David to Saul after he had 

rescued them from the Philistines?

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  K I N G ’ S  L E A D E R S H I P
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Jonathan became one in spirit with David (18:1) 

Jonathan was 40–45 years old when David (a teen-

ager) killed Goliath. (Sherlock Holmes would look at 

2 Samuel 5:4; Acts 13:21; 1 Samuel 13:1; and Num-
bers 1:3 to come up with Jonathan’s approximate 

age).

Jonathan’s robe, tunic, sword, bow, and belt (18:4) 

These were Jonathan’s symbols of his being the 

crown prince. By giving these to David, he is giving 

him a sign of his friendship, and greatly honoring 

him.

Thousand…ten thousand (18:7) In Hebrew and Ca-

naanite poetry, this is a way of saying they’ve both 

killed a lot of the enemy. However, Saul took it liter-

ally and got offended.

Price for the bride (18:25) Normally an amount of 

money (or property) a husband-to-be would pay to 

the bride’s family, to show he is financially able to 

provide for her. David was unable to pay the amount 

required for a princess, so Saul agreed to 100 Philis-

tine foreskins instead.

Naioth at Ramah (19:18-23) Naioth means “dwell-

ings.” It refers to a section of houses within Ramah 

where a group of prophets lived. Ramah was Samu-

el’s hometown.

Saul seated under the tamarisk tree (21:6) Saul is 

holding a cabinet meeting. His spear was the official 

sign of his office (similar to today’s scepter). That is 

why he always has it with him.

Doeg the Edomite (21:7; 22:9–19) Edom was the 

nation that descended from Jacob’s brother Esau 

(Genesis 36:9). Initially, they lived to the southeast 

of the Dead Sea. Another Edomite is Herod the 

Great (Edomites are called Idumeans in the New 

Testament).

 

“In everyt hing 
he did  he  had 
grea t success, 
because Yahweh 
was wi t h him.”

1  s a mu e l 18:1 4 ,
n i v
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Israel’s king was intended by God to be a viceroy king. In 

colonial England the king or queen would appoint a vice-

roy who would rule over an English territory (such as when 

the British had colonies in India during the 19th and 20th 

centuries); the viceroy followed the dictates of the king or 

queen. King Saul was to be a viceroy to Israel’s true king, 

Yahweh. However, he disobeyed orders (see 1 Samuel 15). 

So God decided to appoint a new viceroy king who would 

love and obey Him—David (1 Samuel 16:1). Once God 

anointed David, He needed to train the new viceroy king, 

and switch the kingship from Saul to David.

In the ancient world, kingship was hereditary, meaning 

Jonathan was supposed to be the next king. Yet we find in 

our passage that Jonathan was willing to obey God and let 

David be the next king (1 Samuel 23:17). That is amazing 

obedience! Saul, on the other hand, became increasingly 

afraid of David, and eventually decided that David must die 

(1 Samuel 20:31). Before he came to that conclusion, howev-

er, Saul had promised to give his daughter (Michal) in mar-

riage to the person who killed Goliath (1 Samuel 18:17–30). 

Thus, God orchestrated a significant step in David’s rise to 

become king—by marrying David into the previous king’s 

family. This gave David a legitimate claim to Saul’s throne, 

once Saul’s descendants were dead.

t he Original Contex t

T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  K I N G ’ S  L E A D E R S H I P
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But Saul tried to kill David himself (1 Samuel 18:10–11; 19:9). When that didn’t work, he 

sent David into battle so the Philistines would kill him (1 Samuel 18:17). That didn’t work 

either, so Saul began to chase David with his army (1 Samuel 19:19–21). In the process, it 

becomes obvious that Saul was fighting against God. This is clear in the story where he 

ordered Doeg to kill the priests of Nob (1 Samuel 22:11–19). David, on the other hand, 

like Jesus, trusted and obeyed God, even while he was suffering. But David didn’t do this 

perfectly. Initially, he ran to Samuel and Jonathan (which was good), but then he lied to 

the high priest at Nob (1 Samuel 21:2) and ran to God’s enemies (the Philistines at Gath, 

1 Samuel 21:10–15). David seemed to learn his lesson, however, and returned to Judah (1 
Samuel 22:1), and then followed the prophet Gad, and his encouragement to stay in Judah 

(1 Samuel 22:5).

Through all of this, God was training his next viceroy king by putting him in the palace, 

teaching him warfare techniques, making him a leader of men, and marrying him into 

the existing king’s family. It wasn’t an easy road for David, but it also taught him to keep 

trusting and obeying his ultimate King—Yahweh.

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 Who are Saul’s children (in these chapters)? Which ones support 

Saul; which ones support David?

2 What didn’t David harm King Saul in the cave at En Gedi?
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Spiritual Training For Suffering
God took an unlikely shepherd boy and 

trained him to be the next king of Israel. 

The Bible is full of examples of God using 

someone who doesn’t possess the “nec-

essary” skills to accomplish something. 

Joseph was a prisoner, Moses stuttered, 

Job lost everything, Daniel was in exile 

and became a eunuch, and Jesus was 

born to a young girl and was a mere car-

penter. These people didn’t have the out-

ward abilities to accomplish what they 

did, and all of them endured imaginable 

suffering along the way—but through 

this suffering (especially) they trusted 

God and His purposes. 

Jesus was perfect in His trusting God 

while on earth, because, “although 

He was a Son, He learned obedience 

through what He suffered” (Hebrews 
5:8). Suffering is part of God’s plan, as all 

Christians should be prepared to suffer 

for the name of Christ (Matthew 5:11; 
Acts 5:41; Romans 8:17-36; 2 Timothy 
2:12; 1 Peter 2:21).

The Holy Spirit
In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit 

came and went upon people to empow-

er them for specific types of service (like 

being a prophet). He came upon Saul 

when he was anointed to be king, but 

then left when Saul disobeyed. The Holy 

Spirit came upon David to empower 

him to be king, empowering David to 

succeed. That is why after David sinned 

with Bathsheba he pleaded with God, 

“Do not…take your Holy Spirit from me” 

(Psalm 51:11). In the New Testament, 

God gives a never-leaving Holy Spirit 

at the moment of salvation (Romans 
8:9). We can “quench” the Holy Spirit (1 
Thessalonians 5:19), but He won’t leave 

God’s people (John 14:16).

Obeying or Resisting God
The Bible is full of examples of people 

who try to resist God’s will. Once Saul 

learned that David would be king he 

tried to resist God. Years after David’s 

reign, God will command Jonah to go 

and preach to Nineveh, but Jonah will 

try to resist (to no avail). But the greatest 

example of this is found in the death of 

Jesus. Jesus foretold of His death (Mark 
8:31–38), but when Peter tried to deny 

that this would happen Jesus rebuked 

Peter. However, as Peter later preached 

in the book of Acts, Jesus was “delivered 

up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God” because what 

happened to Jesus was God’s plan and 

had been predestined to take place (Acts 
2:22–25; 4:27–31).

God’s will and purposes are perfect, and 

will never fail, as the prophet Isaiah says, 

“ for Yahweh of hosts has purposed, and 

who can annul it? His hand is stretched 

out, and who will turn it back?” (Isaiah 
14:27). Those who love God will seek His 

will, and won’t resist Him. 

t he T heological T hemes
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Obeying or Resisting God
Have you developed a pattern in your life of resisting and disobeying God? 

These patterns are not easy to break. The Bible often uses the word con-

quer (also translated as overcome) to describe what our attitudes ought to 

be towards evil (or, the Evil One: the devil). The major theme in the book 

of Revelation is the concept of “conquering.” Meditate on these sayings of 

Jesus in the book of Revelation: 

“To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which 

is in the paradise of God” (2:7). 

“The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death” (2:11).

“The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to 

him I will give authority over the nations, and he will rule them 

with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even 

as I myself have received authority from my Father” (2:26–27).

“The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and 

I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his 

name before my Father and before his angels” (3:5).

“The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my 

God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name 

of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 

which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new 

name” (3:12).

“The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my 

throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on His 

throne” (3:21). 

“The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his 

God and he will be my son” (21:7).

Sometimes it is an immense struggle to overcome our sin, which is why He-

brews 12:4 encourages us to give it everything we’ve got: “In your struggle 

against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.” 

Obeying God in an area of our life becomes easier the more we obey. So, 

like Jesus, set the trajectory of your life in the direction of obedience and 

love for God, and then we will have victory over evil, just as Jesus does: 

“the Lamb will conquer them [the beast], for He is Lord of lords and King 

of kings, and those with Him are called and chosen and faithful.”

T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  K I N G ’ S  L E A D E R S H I P
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

No one is perfect, and all struggle with sin/temptations/evil/etc. But how 

actively do you resist the evil in your life? Do you fight (through the power of the 

Holy Spirit) to conquer evil? 

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE:

Is someone in the group going through a hard time? Are they facing a Doeg, or 

running from a Saul, or suffering the consequences from a bad decision. How can 

the group encourage or support them?

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE:

Jonathan befriended David and worked to protect and help him. Is there 

someone in the community (Christian or not) who needs help or protection? If 

so, how can the group (or someone in the group) reach out to that person?

Application Questions:  
W E E K  S I X



T HE R ISE OF 
T HE K ING’S 
CH A R AC T ER

1  s a mu e l  25– 
2  s a mu e l  1
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Passage Outline
David and Nabal 
 (1 Samuel 25:1–25:44)

David’s troubles with 
Saul continued
 (1 Samuel 26:1–26:25)

David with the Philistines 
 (1 Samuel 27:1–12)

Saul and the necromancer 
 (1 Samuel 28:1–25)

David rejected by 
the Philistines 
 (1 Samuel 29:1–11)

David’s wives captured 
 (1 Samuel 30:1–31)

Death of Saul and 
David’s response 
 (1 Samuel 31:1–13; 

 2 Samuel 1:1–27)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

• List any patterns you notice in the storyline:

1 Samuel 25–2 Samuel 1
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 What did Abigail do in Chapter 25? What is the significance of her interaction 

with David, and David’s response to her?

2 What are a few characteristics that we see in David from this passage? What 

does his character teach us about how we ought to relate to, seek after, and trust 

in God?

3 Throughout this passage of scripture we see again and again how God is actively 

working to bring about His will. List some of the ways we see God’s intervention 

in this passage.

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  K I N G ’ S  C H A R A C T E R
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King/Kingship Kings were men, specif-

ically chosen by God and anointed into 

their position. Their primary role was to 

govern the people and thereby reflect the 

Divine King (Yahweh) through how they 

led, protected, provided for the people, 

exercised power, and executed justice 

and mercy. As we see throughout the 

scriptures, however, human kings did not 

do this very well, which serves to point to 

the better, perfect king: King Jesus. 

Worthless man/fellow (25:18, 25) The 

literal translation of this phrase is “sons 

of Belial.” Belial was one of the names 

given to Satan, which emphasized his 

opposition to God. Anyone described as 

a “worthless fellow”, was essentially being 

called perverse, vile, destructive, and in 

opposition to God.

Bloodguilt (25:26) In antiquity, this re-

ferred to the consequence of killing any 

person undeservingly. Essentially, being 

guilty of the innocent blood that was shed. 

Strengthen yourself in Yahweh (30:6) 
David demonstrates his trust in God by 

turning to Him, our source, for strength 

and comfort (see 23:16).

Save/working salvation by one’s own 
hand (25:26, 31, 33) Rather than trusting 

in God to avenge according to His will, 

“saving by one’s own hand” is just as it 

sounds: impatiently, disobediently taking 

revenge into your own hands.

Make a sure house (25:28) House, in 

this context, likely refers to a dynasty. In 

other words, to be made a sure house is to 

be established as a line of rulers. Instead 

of Saul having the dynasty, God is giving 

it to David. 

Vengeance/Avenge (25:39) God’s holy 

retribution, or repayment, for an injustice 

or act of disobedience.

Return evil/blood be on one’s head (1 
Sam 25:39, 2 Sam 1:16) For the ownership 

of one’s evil to be on them.

Inquire of Yahweh/Medium (28:26–27: 
30:8) Seeking God’s (or a medium’s) 

guidance on a particular matter.

Ephod (30:7) A finely crafted article of 

ceremonial clothing, meant only for the 

high priest. The ephod was worn at spe-

cial times when the priest had something 

he needed to consult Yahweh about.

Ephod
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Chapter 25 begins with a groundbreaking three-word report: “Now Samuel died” (1 Samuel 
25:1). With Israel’s prophet dead, there is no hope for Saul to hear a reversal of Samuel’s in-

dictment that “Yahweh has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day...” (1 Samuel 15:28).

The narrator then brings attention to David and his men in the “wilderness of Paran,” 

where David instructs his men to go and ask Nabal for provisions. Nabal’s harsh and greedy 

response to David is not only extremely jarring, but also unlawful (Deuteronomy 15:7–11). 

While on his way to avenge himself, Abigail intervenes and averts David’s wrath. God then 

strikes Nabal, teaching David that vengeance belongs to Yahweh alone. This seems to have 

had a significant impact on David, as we see in the very next chapter how he spares Saul’s 

life. It seems as though David believes that “Yahweh will strike [Saul]” (1 Samuel 26:10). 

But David’s trust begins to waver. Even though Yahweh protected him time after time 

(proving that he would be “bound in the bundle of the living in the care of Yahweh”), David 

doubts, saying, “Now I shall perish one day by the hand of Saul” (1 Samuel 27:1). His doubt 

leads him to turn his trust from God, and instead seek refuge with the Philistines. Doing 

so, however, only exacerbates his situation, because it forces him into a hopeless dilemma: 

serve the Philistines (and kill God’s people) or serve Yahweh (and kill the Philistines, which 

would easily lead to death). Apart from Yahweh rescuing David, there really was no hope. 

As this section comes to an end, we see David’s confidence in Yahweh demonstrated. 

Upon discovering that the Amalekites had laid waste to Ziklag and captured his family, 

David’s response is to “strengthen himself in Yahweh” (1 Samuel 30:6). Shortly there-

after, David’s first instinct is to inquire of Yahweh. This is a stark contrast to Saul who, 

in his moment of distress, inquires of a medium (or psychic/fortune teller) for guidance. 

Through the guidance of the medium, Samuel is brought up and confirms his earlier in-

dictment to Saul: “Yahweh has done to you as he spoke by me, for Yahweh has torn the 

kingdom out of your hand...” (1 Samuel 28:17). To fulfill this indictment and to mark 

God’s rejection of Saul, Saul and his sons die on the same day just as Eli and his sons did. 

David and his men wept over Saul and his sons, both showing David’s goodwill towards 

Saul and reiterating that David did not strike him. 

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 What does David learn from Chapter 25? How does this lesson 

feature in Chapter 26? 

2 What are the similarities between the death of Saul and his sons 

and the death of Eli and his sons? 
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A Gospel Glimpse 
Through Abigail
Abigail’s intervention on behalf of 

Nabal provides a beautiful picture 

of Christ’s intervention on behalf of 

sinners. Just as Abigail came humbly 

(1 Samuel 25:23–24), bore Nabal’s 

guilt though she was innocent (1 Sam-
uel 25:24–25), and averted David’s 

wrath (1 Samuel 25:32–35), so too did 

Christ on behalf of sinners (John 13; 
John 1:29; Romans 8:1–4). In Christ’s 

case, though, He actually bears our 

guilt and the wrath of God, so that we 

might be saved from condemnation. 

“For our sake He made Him to be sin 

who knew no sin, so that in Him we 

might become the righteousness of 

God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

The Irresistible Will Of God
The irresistible will of God is im-

plied throughout this section. Just 

as He chose Samuel over Eli’s house-

hold, so too did God choose David 

over Saul’s. In both cases, His plan 

never fails. As Daniel expresses: 

“He removes kings and sets up kings” 

(Daniel 2:21). Despite Saul’s innu-

merable attempts to resist God’s 

plan, Yahweh’s plan prevails. To-

wards the end of the Bible, the very 

same message rings true of Christ, 

the Son of David, who fulfills every-

thing that was promised of Him in 

the Old Testament. No one can stay 

God’s hand (Job 42:2; Daniel 4:35). 

David’s Victory Over the Amale-
kites and Jesus’s Victory Over Sin 
and Death
David’s victory over the Amalekites paints 

a wonderful portrait of Christ’s victory over 

sin and death. In the same way that David 

strengthened himself in Yahweh (1 Samuel 
30:6–8), so also did Christ do so before going 

to the cross (Matthew 26:36–46). Also, just 

as David triumphed over his enemies and res-

cued the captive, so too does Jesus. As Paul 

writes, “[Christ] disarmed the rulers and 

authorities and put them to open shame, by 

triumphing over them in Him” (Colossians 
2:15). The fact that David shares the victory 

with his people, while the victory is ascribed 

solely to himself, also points us to Christ. Even 

the details about David sharing gifts from His 

victory (1 Samuel 30:26–31) moves our minds 

to Paul’s words to the Ephesians: “When he 

ascended on high he led a host of captives and 

He gave gifts to men” (Ephesians 4:8). 

Achish & Pilate: Finding No Guilt 
in David & Christ
The judgments of Achish and Pilate also turn 

our eyes to Christ. In both situations, two 

governmental authorities declare two covert 

kings innocent while they are on trial. Judg-

ing David innocent, Achish says, “As Yahweh 

lives, you have been honest…I have found 

nothing wrong in you” (1 Samuel 29:6 [see 

verse 9, too]). Judging Jesus innocent, Pilate 

says likewise, “I find no guilt in him” (John 
18:38, see also John 19:4, 6). Whereas David 

was actually guilty, Jesus was not. Through 

this parallel, we are shown that Jesus alone is 

the perfect, guiltless king. 

t he T heological T hemes

W E E K  S E V E N
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David’s Victory Over the Amalekites & Jesus’s Victory Over Sin and Death
Just as David rescued all that was lost from the Amalekites, so too does Jesus rescue us 

from the power of sin. How strange would it be for the people David rescued to continue 

subjecting themselves to the Amalekites? Similarly, how strange would it be for us who 

Christ has rescued to continue living under the power of sin? Christ has brought us from 

death to life, so let us live alive! 

Selfishness vs Generosity 
Nabal is the perfect example of a miser (a person who hoards wealth). He spends his life 

obtaining an abundance of material goods and spends them solely on himself, but we see 

that things do not end well for him. Jesus, who designed humanity and knows the best way 

to live, not only displays such a man’s end (Luke 16:25), but also teaches that generosity 

is the better way (Acts 20:35). Practicing what He preached, Jesus came as a servant and 

died on behalf of sinners. If we who were spiritually poor before God were treated with 

such generosity, we should be people who best reflect that generosity. 

Leaving Vengeance to God
To take vengeance is as much a reflex as kicking your leg out when the doctor taps your 

knee. When wronged, however, Yahweh calls us not to take vengeance, but to leave it to 

Him to repay evil. The more you trust God to judge sin, the more bearable this becomes. 

Note, that this does not mean that we are to let people walk all over us. When people do 

evil to us, we are to do good to them by correcting them from a motive of love rather than 

a motive of vengeance (see Romans 12 for a defined example of this). 

Inquiring of Yahweh vs Inquiring of the World
In this week’s section, we saw two sources from which two individuals sought guidance: 

Saul from a medium, and David from Yahweh. One ended in destruction, one ended in 

victory. Rather than ultimately seeking guidance from the world, we should seek guidance 

from the word of God and prayer. Through prayer, we speak to God; through reading 

God’s word, He speaks to us. As Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).

“B ut David  s t rengt hened  himsel f 
in Yahweh  his God.

1  s a mu e l 30:6b ,  n i v

T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  K I N G ’ S  C H A R A C T E R
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

In the midst of crisis, instead of seeking Yahweh and His divine counsel, Saul 

chose to seek out a medium to help him figure out what to do. Is there anything 

or anyone in your life that you are more inclined to inquire of, or seek help from, 

rather than inquiring of Yahweh? Why do you think that is? What has this week’s 

lesson taught you about that? 

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE:

Have you ever given anyone advice to get revenge on someone who’s wronged 

them? Because we are sinful, it seems like such a natural—and even just—

response. After this week’s lesson, how ought we to respond to those we feel 

betrayed, hurt, wronged by? How ought we counsel other believers who feel like 

they’ve been wronged?

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE:

Nabal is obviously a bad example of what generosity looks like; in fact, he’s the 

opposite! Can you relate to his tendency to be stingy or keep hard-earned things 

to yourself? What can you learn from Nabal’s example? How can you, instead of 

keeping things to yourself, bless those around you with the things that God has 

blessed you with? Write down an action step for how to accomplish this in the 

next week.

Application Questions:  
W E E K  S E V E N



T HE R ISE OF 
T HE K ING’S 
R EIGN

2 s a mu e l  2–5
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Passage Outline
David and Saul’s house 
 (2 Samuel 2:1–4:12)

David’s united kingdom 
 (2 Samuel 5:1–25)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

2Samuel 2–5
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 David has relationships with multiple women. Why might he do this?

2 In these few chapters, how does David tend to respond to his enemies? 

3 In Chapter 5 David is anointed king of Israel; what are some of the words/terms/

images used to describe the way in which he is to serve as king? 

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  K I N G ’ S  R E I G N
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Your bone and flesh (5:1) This is a Hebrew idiom (figure of speech) that would be similar to 

our modern term “flesh and blood.” 

All the tribes of Israel… all the elders of Israel (5:1, 3) Each tribe was represented by its el-

ders. Israel’s elders didn’t function in the same way that we see elders in the New Testament 

(or in the church today). Back then, there would be a clan of elders, literally the older and 

wise men of the community, who the community would have relied on to administer justice 

and serve as the representatives of the people during major gatherings.  

King David made a covenant with them (5:3) This literally reads that King David “cut” a 

covenant with them. In the ancient world, covenants were inaugurated by cutting an an-

imal(s) in half, placing the two sides of the carcass apart from each other, and letting the 

blood spill in the middle. The parties of the covenant would walk barefoot between the two 

parts of the carcass, signifying that if the covenant were broken, the party responsible would 

have the same fate as the slaughtered animal. This is the same language used in Genesis 

15:18, when Yahweh made (cut) a covenant with Abram. 

They anointed David king over Israel (5:3) Anointing comes from the Hebrew word from 

which we get the title “messiah” (which is the same word translated as “christ”). In 2:4, Da-

vid had been recognized and anointed (made the messiah/christ of Israel), but only by the 

leaders of Judah (David’s tribe). In 5:3 David is being anointed by all the tribes of Israel, 

providing a change in status, as he was being affirmed in his kingship as the messiah/christ 

of Israel.  

Jerusalem…Zion…the city of David (5:6, 7) Historically, Jerusalem was a key city in the 

Judean region but was not initially set up as the capital of Israel’s kingdom until David’s rule. 

After David’s time, it because known as the political, spiritual, and administrative center 

of the kingdom. Throughout scripture, Jerusalem is also identified as Zion, Jebus, Mount 

Moriah, and the city of David. 

“A nd David knew  t ha t Yahweh  had es tablished 
him king over I srael, and t ha t He  had exal ted 
his kingdom  for  t he  sake of His people I srael. ”

2 s a mu e l 5:12 ,  n i v
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While the book of 1 Samuel is primarily about Samuel and Saul, the book of 2 Samuel 

focuses almost entirely on David’s story. Starting in Chapter 2, we learn that he was the 

desired king, as “the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the 

house of Judah” (2 Samuel 2:4). David was from the tribe of Judah, and so it was neces-

sary for his people to affirm his leadership, and what God was doing in raising up a king. 

However, at this point in the story (as Saul had already died), Saul’s army commander 

(Abner) wanted to keep the kingly line of succession in Saul’s family and anointed Saul’s 

son (Ish-bosheth) as king of Israel (2 Samuel 2:8–9). This created a division in the nation, 

as two men were recognized as king—David and Ish-bosheth. 

As the story continues, we learn that this created a “long war between the house of Saul 

and the house of David” (2 Samuel 3:1); however, these weren’t two groups who were 

equal in strength, as David’s power increased. We continue to read of the many wives and 

concubines that David had (giving him many children). In the ancient world, this was a 

very common practice for powerful kings, as this gave the king a stronger political network 

through more opportunities for alliances with other leaders (through different marriages).  

It’s important to note that although the biblical story is describing what David did (in 

having multiple wives and concubines), it’s not affirming his practice of polygamy as being 

virtuous. In fact, any Israelite who was familiar with the Torah would know that a king 

should not have multiple wives, as Deuteronomy 17:17 says, “and he shall not acquire 

many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself exces-

sive silver and gold.”

Finally, after Ish-bostheth dies and David is recognized and received as the true king of 

Israel, Yahweh declares that David would be a “shepherd of my people Israel, and you 

shall be prince over Israel” (2 Samuel 5:2). He was to function as the true king, not as 

one appointed by humans, but as God’s chosen messiah-king. And as God’s chosen king, 

David should rule in a way that represents who God is—a good and perfect shepherd, who 

governs in the way that represents Yahweh’s perfect righteousness. 

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 Which of Saul’s sons succeeded him as king?

2 To which tribe did David belong?

T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  K I N G ’ S  R E I G N
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The Shepherd of My People
2 Samuel 5:2 says that David is, “a shep-

herd of my people Israel, and you shall be 

prince over Israel.” Shepherd imagery ap-

pears multiple times through the Bible. In 

Psalm 78:70–72 we read that God “chose 

David His servant and took him from the 

sheepfolds; from following the nursing 

ewes, He brought him to shepherd Jacob 

His people, Israel His inheritance. With 

upright heart, he shepherded them and 

guided them with his skillful hand.”

The shepherd would have been a com-

mon image in the ancient world. It was 

a profession that didn’t need special ed-

ucation (in fact, shepherds had the repu-

tation of being low-class, and uneducat-

ed). Aside from human leaders serving 

in a shepherd role, God Himself is often 

referred to as a shepherd, “the God who 

has been my shepherd all my life long to 

this day” (Genesis 48:15). But the most 

famous passage about God as a shep-

herd is probably Psalm 23, where David 

writes, “Yahweh is my shepherd, I shall 

not want.” 

While the concept of a shepherd can 

bring great comfort to people who need 

to be protected, God is ultimately using 

this imagery to point us to the person of 

Jesus, and what He will do for the world. 

In Ezekiel 34:23 God declares that “I 

will set up over them one shepherd, my 

servant David, and he shall feed them: he 

shall feed them and be their shepherd.”

Ezekiel’s words were written hundreds of 

years following the death of David, and 

so it would be strange to look for a liter-

al fulfillment of this prophecy (as David 

wouldn’t be reincarnated). Rather, Eze-

kiel was pointing us to the better David, 

the true king of Israel, the best shepherd, 

and the ultimate messiah-king, Jesus. 

In John 10:11, Jesus is clearly identified as 

the climax of a good shepherd, as He de-

clares Himself to be “the good shepherd. 

The good shepherd lays down his life for 

the sheep,” and in Mark 6:34 Jesus is de-

scribed as having compassion for people 

because they were like a “sheep without 

a shepherd.” 

David was to be a shepherd to the peo-

ple, and while he oftentimes did wonder-

ful things and is regarded as a man after 

God’s heart (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22), 

he also made terrible parenting decisions, 

violated his authority by sexually abusing 

another man’s wife, and then had that 

man murdered. However, Jesus is the 

ultimate good shepherd, who is faithful 

to His people to the point of laying down 

His own life for them. David was to be a 

good shepherd, but Jesus is THE Good 

Shepherd!

t he T heological T hemes

W E E K  E I G H T
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Our Perfect Shepherd
King David is one of the great heroes of the Bible, and the greatest king to 

rule Israel. He’s described as a man after God’s heart, was to be a shepherd 

to God’s people, and from him, the world received the promised Messiah—

Jesus. However, as great as David was, he had some major character issues 

that prevented him from truly being a good shepherd. 

Shepherding was a difficult profession, as they oversaw other people’s ani-

mals, frequently living alone in the pastureland (almost like a nomad). They 

would use a sling for protection, a rod to guard the flock against predators 

and thieves and to divide the flock, and would retrieve stray or injured 

animals. If a shepherd lost an animal, he’d be held financially responsible. 

This is Israel’s image of their shepherd king. Their king would be faithful to 

the flock, would always protect them against predators and thieves, would 

divide the flock from those who might want to infiltrate it, and a shepherd 

who would retrieve a lost animal and heal an injured one. David didn’t 

always do this—in fact, he often abused his position as a shepherd.

Jesus is the king that David couldn’t ever be. Unlike David, Jesus is the 

king who is faithful to His bride. In Revelation Chapter 21, Jesus, like a 

good shepherd rescuing His lost sheep, comes from heaven to greet His 

bride—the church. 

While we often look to others (parents, friends, spouses, and even famous 

Bible characters) to be our shepherds, we must remember that all humans 

will fall short of this role, and can’t do what only the perfect shepherd can. 

Jesus is the true shepherd who will protect His flock, who will seek us when 

we are lost, and who will heal us when injured. Only in Jesus will we find 

the shepherd who can “wipe away every tear from our eyes.” In a time 

where we’re looking for superheroes to rescue us, we must remember that 

Jesus is our perfect shepherd. 

“I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling 

place of God is with humankind. He will dwell with them, and 

they will be His people, and God Himself will be with them as 

their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 

death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, 

nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away’…I will 

show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.”

T H E  R I S E  O F  T H E  K I N G ’ S  R E I G N
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

We all place our hope in something or someone. Even Christians struggle with 

trusting things/people other than God. What are the things/people you find 

yourself putting your hope in? 

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE:

It’s easy to esteem famous Bible characters (especially notable ones like David). 

While these folks usually have some amazing traits, they more often than not 

have huge flaws. Through this study of Samuel, how have you begun to change 

the way you try to emulate famous Bible characters, and instead look to how 

Jesus is a better, more perfect version of that person?

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE:

Not everyone is called to be a shepherd (either as a king, or a ruler, or a pastor). 

However, all of us can emulate Jesus and serve in a shepherding role. What are 

the tangible ways that you can be a shepherd to your family? Your church? Your 

neighbors? Your co-workers? Your community?

Application Questions:  
W E E K  E I G H T



THE COVENANT 
OF T HE K ING

2 s a mu e l  6–10
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Passage Outline
David and the ark 
 (2 Samuel 6:1–23)

The Davidic covenant 
 (2 Samuel 7:1–29)

Victories of David 
 (2 Samuel 8:1–10:19)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

2Samuel 6–10
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 What was the significance of the ark of the covenant coming into the city of Jeru-

salem, and why was David so excited about it?

2 Why did David desire to build God a house in Jerusalem?

3 God responds to David’s desire to build God a house by saying that God will 

build David’s house. What does this mean, and why is it incredibly significant?

4 Why did David show kindness to Mephibosheth, and what does it communicate 

about David?

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  C O V E N A N T  O F  T H E  K I N G
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The ark (6:2) The ark was constructed 

during Israel’s time in the wilderness, 

after their deliverance from the land of 

Egypt. In the Old Testament, the ark was 

the representation of the presence of Yah-

weh—where the ark was, the presence of 

God was. The entry of the ark into Jerusa-

lem was a monumental event, signifying 

the entry of God’s presence into David’s 

capital, confirming God’s establishment 

of David’s rule.

“Yahweh will make you a house” (7:11): 
In response to David’s desire to build 

God a house, God responds with an in-

credible promise: He will build David a 

“house” (or dynasty), which will last for-

ever. This would have been considered an 

extraordinary blessing, especially in the 

Ancient Near East, where kingly lineage 

was considered to be of utmost impor-

tance. It is also a significant promise that 

invariably commits God to sustain the 

line of David in the years to come, for the 

sake of the promise He made.

Mephibosheth (9:6): Mephibosheth 

(which means “from the mouth of 

shame”), was the son of Jonathan and the 

grandson of Saul who was made lame in 

both feet in his infancy due to the mishap 

of a nurse, who dropped him while fleeing 

from the invasion of the Philistines (4:4). 

As an invalid in an agrarian culture with 

constant warfare and no formalized sys-

tem of welfare, Mephibosheth would have 

been part of the most vulnerable part of 

society. His familial status as Saul and 

Jonathan’s heir, a family whom David had 

taken the place of as king, would have also 

technically made him an enemy of Da-

vid—a fact that made David’s kindness to 

him that much more extraordinary.

The king’s table (9:11): The invitation 

for Mehpibosheth to eat at the king’s ta-

ble was an incredible honor. Besides the 

provision of food and property by the king, 

this invitation also demonstrates David’s 

kindness to Mephibosheth, as the king’s 

table was only shared by family (9:11). 

“Your house and your kingdom will endure  forever 
before Me; your  t hrone will be es tablished forever.”

2 s a mu e l 7 :16 ,  n i v
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The kingdom of Israel has been united at last. King David has proven to truly be Yah-

weh’s anointed—the one whom God promised will establish Israel as a nation, and give 

them rest from their enemies. 2 Samuel 6–10 shows God’s establishment of David’s rule 

through a variety of different ways. 

The entry of the ark of the covenant into the capital city of Jerusalem signifies the entrance 

of God’s presence into the holy city, where David is to rule over Israel on God’s behalf. 

David’s ecstatic joy and willingness to be undignified at the entry of the ark highlights 

his understanding that Yahweh is the one truly worthy of honor and dignity (something 

his wife Michal doesn’t seem to understand). God has been gracious enough to appoint 

David as king, and therefore David’s joyful response is appropriate. 

2 Samuel 6–10 also contains one of the most significant passages in the entire Bible: the 

Davidic Covenant in 2 Samuel 7. Here, in response to David’s desire to build God a tem-

poral house (or temple), God promises David that He will instead build David a spiritual 

house (or dynasty), which will last forever. Not only is this an act of extraordinary grace, 

but is a promise that sets the stage for the rest of the biblical storyline. This promise com-

mits God to sustain David’s family, a promise He unconditionally keeps throughout the 

rest of scripture. With the Davidic Covenant, God promises an eternal kingdom that will 

come through David’s line and will be established forever—a promise that is finally and 

ultimately fulfilled in David’s most famous descendant, Jesus Christ. 

David’s rule is demonstrated to be established by God in 2 Samuel 8–10, by David’s many 

victories against the enemies of Israel, such as Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, and the Philis-

tines, which have harassed and troubled them for many years.  However, in his victories and 

triumphs, David also shows himself to be the faithful king who displays the character and 

heart of God in his victories, and especially in his treatment of Mephibosheth, the crippled 

son of Jonathan and grandson of Saul. It seems that David is the king Israel has been longing 

for: one who honors God and displays His loving-kindness to the ones He rules. 

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 What does it mean that God will “build David a house”? 

What’s the biblical significance?

2 What does David’s treatment of Mephibosheth signify about his 

kingship?

T H E  C O V E N A N T  O F  T H E  K I N G
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A Covenant of Sheer Grace 
David desired to build a house (temple) 

for God. Yet incredibly, God’s response 

to this is one of sheer, unadulterated 

grace; David won’t build a house for God, 

God will build a house for Himself! 

The Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7) is 

one of the most important parts of the 

entire Bible. It’s the promise that God 

will bring a king from David’s offspring 

to establish a kingdom that will last for-

ever. This propels David’s dynasty to 

the forefront of redemptive history, for it 

ensures that the offspring who will both 

defeat evil (Genesis 3:15), and bless the 

nations (Genesis 12:3) must now come 

specifically from David’s line. This is an 

extraordinarily generous privilege given 

to David by God.

David, while a man after God’s own 

heart, hasn’t done anything to earn 

God’s favor. God promises to establish 

an eternal kingdom through David’s de-

scendants, not because David deserves 

it, but because God desires to display 

His faithfulness and glory through David 

to the world. Even when David and His 

offspring fail, He will remain faithful (2 
Samuel 7:14–15). It is a covenant of sheer 

grace, and God was faithful to keep it by 

fulfilling it in David’s ultimate descen-

dant, Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:1). 

An Eternal Kingdom Promised 
The most shocking part of God’s cov-

enant with David is that God promises 

to establish an eternal kingdom, with a 

throne that will have no end, through 

David’s offspring. While David’s son 

Solomon does build a temple for God 

and does establish and preside over Isra-

el’s most glorious era, we find that he is 

not the ultimate offspring. His kingdom 

eventually fails, and his temple is inevi-

tably destroyed. There is still a greater 

king to come from David’s offspring, 

one whose kingdom will be forever, and 

who will establish a greater temple. This 

greater temple is found in Jesus (John 
2:13–22), and is now found in God’s peo-

ple (1 Corinthians 6:19–20), the church, 

as the church is to house God’s presence 

and testify to the nations of God’s glory  

(2 Samuel 7:13,16; Matthew 4:17; Mat-
thew 24:14; John 3:3; Colossians 1:13; 
Revelation 1:4–8).

This promised offspring of David is an 

echo of the offspring promised in Genesis 

3:15 who will crush evil underfoot, as well 

as Abraham’s offspring in Genesis 12:3 

through whom God promises to bless the 

nations of the world. The startling truth 

is that this offspring of Adam and Abra-

ham is also the offspring of David: a king 

whom God has chosen to reign forever! 

We now know that Jesus, who is the son 

of Adam, Abraham, and David (Matthew 
1:1), is the promised offspring (Galatians 
3:15–29) who has come to defeat evil, 

bless the nations, and reign eternally.

t he T heological T hemes

W E E K  N I N E
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The Priority of God’s Eternal Kingdom
When God makes a promise, He keeps it. In Jesus, God kept His promise 

to bring about an eternal kingdom through the line of David (Matthew 1:1, 
4:17). As followers of Christ, we are citizens of God’s kingdom (Philippi-
ans 3:20–21, Ephesians 2:6), and this citizenship should determine our 

priorities. This eternal citizenship will always supersede any temporal cit-

izenship we may have to earthly kingdom/nation because God’s kingdom 

is eternal. If that’s true, then that means that the interests of the Kingdom 

of God must also always supersede the interests of the world (Colossians 
3:1). Earthly interests—be it riches, power, political partisanship, or pres-

tige—will fade just as the world will. But the interests of the Kingdom of 

God are built to last just as the kingdom itself is. 

And what is the business that the Kingdom of God calls its citizens to 

be about? The Kingdom of God is ultimately about the glory of the King. 

Our purpose as Christians is not to glorify ourselves, but to glorify Jesus 

Christ in all things: whether it’s within the walls of our home, or to the 

very ends of the earth itself (Matthew 28:18–20; Acts 1:8; Colossians 
3:15–17; 1 Corinthians 10:31). 

A Grace So Glorious
How is it that God is most glorified in the midst of His people? Through 

the glorious display of His grace through the gospel (Romans 5:6, Ephe-
sians 2:7). David and Mephibosheth remind us that the heart of God is not 

to destroy His enemies, but to save them and to bring them into His family. 

The citizens of the Kingdom of God are not composed of sinless people, 

but of broken sinners, saved utterly by His grace; they are not made up of 

society’s elite, but of the oppressed and the downtrodden whom God has 

chosen to redeem for Himself (1 Corinthians 6:9–11, Revelation 7:9–10). 

And in God’s gracious salvation, He declares to the world through His 

people, “I am glorious.” 

Ultimately, David was not the hero of his own story, and neither are we—

God is. And He is inviting each of us into the work of furthering His king-

dom by boldly declaring everything that God has done for us, and putting 

His glorious grace on display (Acts 20:24). He was faithful to establish 

the kingdom He promised to David, and He will be faithful to further that 

same kingdom in and through us (Matthew 6:10, 6:33, 10:7). Let us rise to 

the occasion and join with Him in that work!

T H E  C O V E N A N T  O F  T H E  K I N G
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

How can you keep the Kingdom of God central to your identity? What are the 

ways in which you may often fail to do so?

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE:

How can we encourage one another to live as citizens of the Kingdom of God? 

How can we come alongside one another in how God has called us to further His 

kingdom?

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE:

How does one glorify God as a citizen of the kingdom? And how can our own 

stories and lives, marked by grace, help us to proclaim and embody the gospel to 

others?

Application Questions:  
W E E K  N I N E



THE SIN AND 
SUFFERING OF 
THE KING

2 s a mu e l  11–12
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Passage Outline
Adultery, conspiracy, 
and consequences 
 (2 Samuel 11:1–12:31)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

2Samuel 11–12
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 Why is it significant that David remains behind in Jerusalem while Israel is at 

war? Being a king, what is wrong with David’s decision to stay?

2 11:4 says that David sent messengers to “get” Bathsheba (other translations say 

that he “took her”). What may this communicate about the nature of David’s 

actions and Bathsheba’s involvement?

3 What was the point of the prophet Nathan’s story to David in 2 Samuel 12:1–4?

4 Why did God choose to forgive David, even in the face of such grievous and 

inexcusable sin?

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  S I N  A N D  S U F F E R I N G  O F  T H E  K I N G
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Bathsheba (11:3) Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite. David saw Bathsheba bathing from his roof (the 

standard bathing location), prompting some to believe 

that Bathsheba was intentionally bathing in plain sight, 

in order to seduce David. This is unlikely, as most bibli-

cal scholars agree that Bathsheba was bathing to cleanse 

herself from ritual uncleanliness in observance of the 

Torah (2 Samuel 11:4), which would have indicated her 

faithfulness to the Law. The text also says that David 

“sent messengers to get her.” The Hebrew literally reads, 

“he sent messengers, and took her,” indicating exploita-

tion of power. David, as king, wrongfully took another 

man’s wife, and Bathsheba might not have even had a 

choice in the face of his decision.

Uriah the Hittite (11:6) Uriah the Hittite was one of 

David’s greatest soldiers, actually being listed as one 

of David’s mighty men (2 Samuel 23:39). He was also 

a non-Israelite and foreigner: a Hittite, whose people 

resided in what is now modern-day Turkey. This fact 

makes his contrast to King David that much more 

ironic and extraordinary. David is the chosen king of 

Israel, descended from the tribe of Judah, and an Is-

raelite through and through, yet he fails to honor God 

with his choices, acting without integrity. Uriah, on 

the other hand, is a foreigner who displays the righ-

teous character and integrity of God’s people, despite 

his status as a non-Israelite. It is those who have faith 

in the God of Israel who are righteous, not merely 

those who belong to Israel. 

Nathan the prophet (12:1) With Bathsheba and Uri-

ah the Hittite, David has abused his kingly power for 

sinful means. He has sent messengers to and fro for 

the wicked purposes of adultery and murder. However, 

God sends Nathan to David to remind David who is 

truly the ruler of Israel—God—who is displeased with 

David. Anytime a king and a prophet meet, the proph-

et always wins. David may be king, but the prophet 

speaks for Yahweh. 

“T hen David 
said  to Nat han, 

‘I  have  sinned 
against Yahweh. ”

Nat han replied, 
‘Yahweh  has 
 taken away 
your sin. You 
are not going 
to die. ’”

1  s a mu e l 12 :13 ,
n i v

W E E K  T E N
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The kingdom of Israel was thriving, and 

David’s throne had been established. Every-

thing was going well, but then catastrophe 

struck. David sinned: against Bathsheba, 

against Uriah the Hittite, and most im-

portantly, against God. The scene starts 

off with David’s blunder; while kings are 

away at war, David stays behind in Jerusa-

lem, an indication that David isn’t where 

he’s supposed to be (as kings would always 

accompany their troops). From the rooftop 

of his palace, he sees Bathsheba bathing on 

her roof, and proceeds to abuse his kingly 

power by taking her for his own; despite the 

fact he knew that she was the wife of Uriah. 

Bathsheba becomes pregnant, but instead 

of confessing his sin, David tries to cover it 

up by making the baby appear to be Uriah’s 

(trying to get Uriah to break his commit-

ment of wartime abstinence). 

Uriah, however, proves to be more honor-

able than David, refusing to go home and 

lie with his wife because of his devotion to 

God and to the king. Rather than causing 

him to repent, Uriah’s honorable actions 

only plunge David further into sin by ar-

ranging for Uriah to be killed in battle, and 

then taking Bathsheba as his own.

David’s sin is not just about the moral fail-

ing of a godly man. As the anointed king 

of Israel, David had the responsibility of 

reflecting and administering God’s be-

nevolent rule to the nation—something 

he scorned with his sin. In light of David’s 

position, David’s sin was a violation of 

the most profane sort—since it followed 

God’s gracious promise to David in the 

Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:8–17), it’s 

even more grievous. 

But Yahweh sends Nathan the prophet to 

confront David and reveal his sin. David’s 

response is short but appropriate, “I have 

sinned against Yahweh.” No excuses, no 

justifications. David shows himself to be 

God’s anointed, not because he’s perfect, 

but because his repentance is sincere. 

While God forgives David of his iniquities, 

it still had consequences—it cost him the 

life of his child, as well as the promise of 

future troubles within his family. Even so, 

the end of 2 Samuel 12 shows that God is 

still committed to David despite his sin, 

as He gave him victory over his enemies. 

We are left wondering and waiting if there 

will one day be a king who will administer 

God’s rule perfectly?

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 What’s the significance of David staying home, even though it was 

the season that kings usually go out to war?

2 What point of Nathan’s story of the “rich man stealing the poor 

man’s lamb”?

T H E  S I N  A N D  S U F F E R I N G  O F  T H E  K I N G
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The Covenant Violated 
David’s sin was grave by any standard of measure. But what made his sin even more seri-

ous was the fact that he was the anointed king of Israel—a king whom God had just a few 

chapters before made a gracious covenant with (2 Samuel 7).

As king, David was supposed to be the covenant keeper who would lead Israel in faithful-

ness to God’s law, to receive the promised blessings (Deuteronomy 17:18–20). Instead, 

through exploitation and murder, he acted like the wicked kings of the surrounding pagan 

nations. Though many had hoped that David would be the one to break Israel’s history of 

failure, David only repeats it.

Yet God remains faithful to His people despite Israel’s continual failures, and remains 

faithful to David despite his violation of the covenant. Even when God has the right to 

forego His promise, “He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself ” (2 Timothy 2:13).

Uriah, A Picture of Christ 
The most honorable person in this entire story is also perhaps the most unlikely: Uriah the 

Hittite, a foreigner and outsider who nonetheless displays the integrity and faithfulness 

that King David should have. In many ways, Uriah is a picture of Christ—a righteous man 

who feared and obeyed God, yet was betrayed because of his integrity and faithfulness, 

and wrongfully sentenced to death on account of sins that were not his own.

The murder of Uriah is a tragedy. However, the tragedy of Uriah’s death points us to the 

cross, where Christ also willingly died for sins that were not His own—for our salvation 

(Isaiah 53:4–12; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13). It is a profound reminder that the 

most tragic event in human history, the cross, was also the source of our redemption. 

True Repentance and Godly Sorrow 
When the prophet Nathan confronted David with his sin, David acknowledges it. In stark 

contrast to King Saul in 1 Samuel 15, David doesn’t make excuses or give justifications. 

He simply repents. Psalm 51, which was composed in the wake of his sin with Bathsheba, 

shows us David’s genuine contrition: “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done 

what is evil in your sight” (Psalm 51:4). Yet in the same breath, David is confident that 

God can restore him: “…wash me, and I will be whiter than snow” (Psalm 51:7). David, for 

all his imperfections, is a picture of true repentance. So God’s people, in Christ, also have 

the confidence that Christ has indeed washed them whiter than snow, yet by His very own 

blood (1 John 1:7; Revelation 1:5).

t he T heological T hemes

W E E K  T E N
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Jesus, an Advocate for Sinners
The story of David’s sin with Bathsheba is a sobering 

one, yet it is not without its encouragements. It re-

veals the very real and destructive reality of sin, and 

its power to destroy everything in its path. It also 

points us to the power of grace, which is available to 

all who truly turn to Him in repentance. 

If the story of David reveals anything, it’s the 

truth that when it comes to sin, all of us are like 

David. Each of us are sinners (Romans 3:23) who 

are powerless to save ourselves and escape God’s 

righteous judgment. Yet the story of David also re-

minds us that God is gracious. He forgave David—

not because David deserved it, but because God 

was faithful to remember His covenant with him. 

In Jesus, how much more will God be gracious to 

us in our time of need?

1 John 1:8–2:2 reassures us, “If we claim to be without sin, we de-

ceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 

He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make 

Him out to be a liar, and His word is not in us. My dear children, I 

write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, 

we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous 

One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 

but also for the sins of the whole world.”

At the end of the day, we are all sinners who have 

abused our power as God’s image bearers, and who 

have acted in rebellion to Him. But as David con-

fessed his sin in time of need, we can also confess 

our sin with the assurance and confidence that 

we have an advocate who intercedes for us: Jesus 

Christ, the Righteous One. He has paid the penalty 

we rightly deserved, and if we trust in Him, then we 

can have the confidence that He has indeed “washed 

us white as snow” (Psalm 51:7).

T H E  S I N  A N D  S U F F E R I N G  O F  T H E  K I N G
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

In what ways do we often miss the destructiveness of sin? What should our 

response be when we are confronted with our own sin?

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE:

How do we, as Christ-centered communities, address and deal with sin together? 

What are healthy (or unhealthy) ways that this happens?

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE:

How can the confession of our own sin be an opportunity for the gospel to be put 

on display?

Application Questions:  
W E E K  T E N



REBELLION 
AGAINST 
THE KING

2 s a mu e l  13–18



92 W E E K  E L E V E N

Passage Outline
Amnon and Tamar 
 (2 Samuel 13:1–22)

Absalom murders Amnon 
 (2 Samuel 13:23–33)

Absalom flees to Geshur 
 (2 Samuel 13:34–39)

Absalom returns to Jerusalem  
 (2 Samuel 14:1–33)

Absalom’s conspiracy 
 (2 Samuel 15:1–12)

David flees Jerusalem 
 (2 Samuel 15:13–37)

David and Ziba 
 (2 Samuel 16:1–4)

Shimei curses David 
 (2 Samuel 16:5–14)

Absalom enters Jerusalem 
 (2 Samuel 16:15–23)

Hushai saves David 
 (2 Samuel 17:1–29)

Absalom killed 
 (2 Samuel 18:1–18)

David hears of 
Absalom’s death 
 (2 Samuel 18:19–30)

David’s grief 
 (2 Samuel 18:31–33)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

• List the qualities (positive and negative) for each 

of the characters we read about: 

2Samuel 13–18
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 How does David’s passivity in the devastating affairs of his family affect the 

entire nation of Israel?

2 What sinful attitude was driving Absalom that caused him to rebel and start a 

revolution? List some other biblical figures that have been led by this type of sin.

3 Contrast David’s failures as a king with Christ’s faithfulness. List the ways in 

which Jesus is clearly the greater King. 

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

R E B E L L I O N  A G A I N S T  T H E  K I N G
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For she was a virgin (13:2) Unmarried 

daughters were secluded from the compa-

ny of men. No stranger, not even relatives 

of the opposite sex, were permitted to see 

them without witnesses. Of course, this 

mattered little to Amnon who violated 

his sister, Tamar, even though his actions 

were forbidden by law (Leviticus 18–11). 

When King David heard of all these 
things, he was very angry (13:21) King 

David had strong convictions stemming 

from the injustices happening within his 

family, but unfortunately, those convic-

tions did not compel him to act.    

Absalom had sheepshearers at Baal-
hazor (13:23) A sheep-shearing feast is 

a grand occasion in the Ancient Near 

East, which was a custom observed by 

Israel from very early on. Absalom used 

this festival to hatch his murderous plot 

against his brother Amnon. 

Ziba (16:1) A servant of Mephibosheth, 

who, out of gratitude for David’s past 

kindness toward him, now provided for 

the fugitive king some necessary supplies. 

Shimei (16:5) In stark contrast to the 

blessing he received from Ziba, David is 

now cursed right to his face by Shimei, 

who was from the house of Saul. David 

had the power to have Shimei put to death 

but chose instead to consider if what he 

said may be true. 

Hushai (17:5) Hushai gave Absalom 

some ill-advised battle strategy, cleverly 

designed to trick Absalom into waiting 

when he should have attacked. Although 

the advice seemed believable to Absalom, 

the end result was a resounding victory by 

David and his men. 

O my son Absalom, my son, my son Ab-
salom! Would I had died instead of you, 
O Absalom, my son, my son! (18:33) In 

his utter grief over the loss of his son Ab-

salom, David wept bitterly and cried out 

these words. If only David could have 

seen what his earlier passivity would ul-

timately produce, perhaps things could 

have been different. 

KING DAVID’S FAMILY

Sons

Sons from Unnamed
Wives & Concubines

Amnon

Daniel

Ibhar

Elishua

Elpelet

Nogah

Nepheg

Japhia

Elishama

Eliada

Eliphelet

Unnamed Sons

Absalom

Adonijah

Shephatiah Shimea

Shobab

Nathan

Solomon

Ithream

Wives    Michal    Ahinoam    Abigail    Maacah    Haggith    Abital    Eglah    Bathsheba

Daughters    Tamar (only named daughter of King David)
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On the heels of David’s selfish acts of sin with Bathsheba and his ensuing attempts to 

cover up his failures, we see the natural consequences of David’s actions unfold tragi-

cally. Even though God forgave David for the penalty of his sin (and David was indeed 

repentant), God allowed the natural consequences of his sin to unfold in David’s family, 

ultimately affecting the nation of Israel. These chapters are just another biblical example 

of how sin can be handed down from one generation to another, destroying relationships 

and dividing an entire nation in the process. 

Chapter 13 opens with David’s oldest son Amnon having developed a sexual infatuation 

with his stepsister Tamar. Similar to his father’s selfish, lustful actions, Amnon deviously 

gets her alone and rapes, rejects, and disrespects her. This robs her of her purity and dig-

nity, which in that culture, was directly tied to her identity as a godly woman. When Ab-

salom (another of David’s sons) finds out what happened to his sister Tamar, he becomes 

bitter and angry, vowing and plotting to kill his own brother. Instead of seeking God’s 

justice, Absalom takes matters into his own hands, getting Amnon drunk before having 

him murdered. Absalom then flees for his life and remains in exile for three years. 

Alone, bitter, and succumbing to yet another act of selfish ambition, Absalom overthrows 

his father’s kingdom by acting like the king, attempting to do kingly duties behind his 

father’s back. Absalom ends up “stealing the hearts of the men of Israel” (2 Samuel 15:6). 

Absalom’s selfish ambition drove him to pursue a kingdom of his own making, putting 

himself on the throne. 

With his kingdom stolen and grieving his son’s rebellious heart, David flees for his life and 

becomes severely depressed. However, several of David’s generals and leaders convince 

him to fight back. But no sooner does Absalom ascend to the throne that he finds him-

self defeated and running for his own life! As Absalom’s ultimate fate becomes increasingly 

evident, David directs his men to “treat the young man Absalom gently for my sake” (2 
Samuel 18:5). However, this command is ignored, and Absalom’s life (and his revolution) 

ends violently when Joab, David’s right-hand man, runs Absalom through with three spears.

In the end, David regains his kingdom, but the consequences of his sin are catastrophic. 

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 What was driving Amnon to rape and then reject his own sister?  

2 Was Absalom’s revenge against Amnon justified, or was it vengeful? 

R E B E L L I O N  A G A I N S T  T H E  K I N G



God’s Faithfulness in Spite 
of Mankind’s Rebellion 
Ever since Adam and Eve first reject-

ed God’s kingship (Genesis 3), hu-

mankind has rebelled against God’s 

kingdom and His purposes. We see 

evidence of this theme throughout the 

storyline of the Bible, as over and over 

humans rebel against God, attempting 

to be their own god. However, another 

theme is repeated in the scriptures as 

well—a powerful, hopeful, and even 

prophesied theme. In spite of human-

kind’s continuous rebellion against 

God, God’s Kingdom continues to 

move forward. In fact, God’s King-

dom cannot fail, no matter what man 

does. In spite of man’s rebellion, God 

is faithful, and His Kingdom will never 

end. 

In our story, we see a bitter young man 

rebelling against his father’s kingdom 

and attempting to place himself on the 

throne. Absalom is just another exam-

ple of a human rejecting the Kingship 

of God, and trying to put themselves 

on a throne that’s not theirs. Even 

though David was oftentimes a poor 

example of a king, he’s the man God 

had placed on the throne of Israel, and 

it was not Absalom’s right to over-

throw his father’s appointed position. 

And even when Absalom appeared to 

be growing in kingly success, God was 

in total control and was continually 

faithful to His promises. God had told 

David that his kingdom could never be 

taken away (2 Samuel 7:16).   

David an Imperfect King, 
Jesus the Perfect King
King David’s life was a swinging pendulum 

that included times of total faithfulness to 

God, and other times of absolute selfish 

ambition with little or no regard for others. 

He was either blind to or did not care how 

his sinfulness was affecting his family and 

those who served him. Sexual abuse, rape, 

lying, theft, and murder all happened in the 

life of one man (David), and then continued 

into the lives of his family members and his 

leaders. Amnon raped his own sister. Absa-

lom murdered his own brother and rebelled 

against his father. Even Joab, King David’s 

right-hand man, ended up killing Absalom 

even though he was commanded to spare him. 

As sickening as the details of this story are, 

and even though King David was an imper-

fect king, we can rest confident to know we 

have a perfect king who’s leadership is faith-

ful, reliable, and true. Our king, Jesus Christ, 

will never shame us, lie to us, abuse us, or 

abandon us. His love is pure, and He is not 

self-centered. He will perfectly complete the 

will of His Father, even to the point of sacrific-

ing His own life to redeem the world. He will 

never forsake us or reject us because His love 

for us endures forever. 

t he T heological T hemes
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“But don’t lose  heart, God 
will in tervene and use 
w hatever means necessary 
to ge t us back on  t rack.”



Sin Causes Us to Lose Sight of God’s Kingdom Purposes 
and Go Our Own Way 
Like Amnon, Absalom, and David, we can be blind to the sin that lurks within our 

hearts, and not even notice when we are using people instead of loving them. Parents 

(even Christians) live vicariously through their children, using their kids to attain the 

status and recognition in sports and academic achievements that they may have failed to 

receive when they were young. Husbands and wives can find themselves using their own 

spouses to fulfill lustful needs. And there are even pastors who brag about the size of 

their congregation as a way to increase their ego. These sorts of things happen all the time. 

But don’t lose heart, God will intervene and use whatever means necessary to get us 

back on track. He will not leave us to our own devices. He will not abandon us in our sin. 

Our failures will never cause Him to turn his back on us or forsake us. We are secure in 

Christ because our salvation was always dependent on Jesus’ righteousness, not ours. 

Thank God for that! He will, however, allow the natural consequences of our sin to run 

their course.

God Knows We are Not Perfect 
God knew David would fail. He knew Absalom would take matters into his own hands 

and cause pain for many. God knows we will fail too. Knowing that we struggle with sin 

should cause us to take sin very seriously. Christians, we are no longer slaves to sin but 

are slaves to righteousness (Romans 6:6, 18; Galatians 2:20), but we need to be aware of 

when and where sin is operating in our hearts! If we spend time regularly before God, ask-

ing Him to examine us and reveal attitudes and beliefs that are not aligned with His will, 

we can confess those things when He shows them to us and then draw on His strength to 

be cleansed and transformed (1 John 1:9; James 5:16). 

God Disciplines Those He Loves
God can change our hearts and continue to shape us into the people He wants us to be. 

Our part is to cooperate with Him (through the Spirit) by allowing Him to reveal the plac-

es where sin has taken root. This is a painful part of being a Christian—but dying to self 

and living for God was never intended to be easy. God’s discipline is not pleasant when 

we are experiencing it, but He uses it for our good, to make us more and more like Christ 

(Proverbs 3:12; Hebrews 12:11). 

97R E B E L L I O N  A G A I N S T  T H E  K I N G
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

Do you regularly find time to spend with God, allowing Him to refine you by 

showing you sinful attitudes and behaviors? The best time to enter into this kind 

of prayer time is when you are feeling things like bitterness, anger, lust, or fear. 

Ask God to reveal to you the beliefs that are driving those emotions. 

GROUP CONVERSATION AND RESPONSE:

It’s so easy to point the finger at the Bible characters we read about and somehow 

conclude we’re better than they were. The truth is, we’re not, and that’s okay. 

Jesus Christ is the only true and perfect hero in the Bible. As a group, would you 

be willing to honestly share how each of you may struggle in ways similar to those 

of David and Absalom? I know this is difficult, but what about Amnon?

 

 

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION AND RESPONSE:

When God reveals to us sinful attitudes that may have been hidden for years, 

that last thing we need is to be judged, shamed, or given a “quick fix” solution 

of some kind. Discuss with each other ways the Bible encourages small group 

communities to come alongside each other and encourage one another to find 

the grace, mercy, and forgiveness that only Jesus can provide. Are you connected 

to a community like that?

Application Questions:  
W E E K  E L E V E N



THE RETUR N 
OF THE KING

2 s a mu e l  19 –23
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Passage Outline
David’s family woes 
 (2 Samuel 19:1–19:43)

More challenges 
 (2 Samuel 20:1–21:22)

David’s song 
 (2 Samuel 22:1–51)

David’s last words 
and mighty men 
 (2 Samuel 23:1–39)

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

2Samuel 19–23
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 What are all the ways that God is described/identified in Chapter 22 (a fortress, 

etc.)?

2 Chapter 22 reads just like Psalm 18. Read through both chapters (2 Samuel 22 
and Psalm 18) and try to note all the similarities (note: a good way to do this is 

to go to www.biblegateway.com, search for each chapter, “copy and paste” those 

chapters into a Microsoft Word document, and print it off to write notes).  

3 How does David respond to his enemies? 

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  R E T U R N  O F  T H E  K I N G
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Hebrew poetry Chapter 22 is very similar 

to Psalm 18 and is a perfect example of 

Hebrew poetry. American poetry is often 

identified by the way it rhymes (e.g., roses 

are red, violets are blue, I like vanilla, and 

chocolate too), Hebrew poetry doesn’t 

rhyme, and is identified by its symbolic 

imagery, and the way sentences parallel 

each other. Parallelism happens when one 

line builds on another. The second line 

can be similar or opposite, helping to ex-

pand on the point that’s being made. 

David’s Song and Hannah’s Song In the 

Hebrew version of the Bible, 1 and 2 Sam-

uel aren’t two different books but are one 

undivided book of Samuel. The way the 

author constructed Samuel specifically 

places Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2, and 

David’s song in 2 Samuel 22, as bookends 

of the story. 

The horn of my salvation (22:3) Another 

of the metaphors used of God, the horn is 

an image of a great animal, like an ox. In 

the Bible (especially the Old Testament) 

the horn was used as a metaphor for a mil-

itary symbol of power (see Deuteronomy 
33:17; 1 Kings 22:11; Psalm 92:10). We 

later see this imagery in Daniel 7 (which 

is later repeated in Revelation 13), where 

a horn represents a leader with tremen-

dous and powerful might.

Yahweh has rewarded me according to my 
righteousness (22:25) David is not using 

the term righteousness in the standard 

Christian way; he’s not describing himself 

as being sinless (i.e., in the way Paul uses 

righteousness in Romans). Instead, Da-

vid is using it in its more covenantal way, 

declaring how he’s been faithful to his 

king, Yahweh, never searching after other 

gods for military or kingly success. 

You delivered me from strife with my 
people (22:44) This phrase can be trans-

lated as being delivered from “the people” 

(niv11, net, nrsv), or being delivered from 

“my people” (esv, nasb, niv84, kjv). The 

Hebrew text seems to make the phrase 

possessive (my people), which would refer 

to David’s own countrymen, like the sup-

porters of Saul (2 Samuel 2:8–3:1), and 

not foreign enemies like the Philistines. 

“A s  for God,  
His way is perfec t;  
Yahweh’s word 
is flawless; He shields 
all w ho  take re fuge 
in Him.”

2 s a mu e l 2 2 :31 ,  n i v
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Chapters 19–21 shed light on how dysfunctional of a culture David was ruling over (with 

much of the dysfunction attributed to himself). This is a reminder that while David is 

Israel’s ruling messiah-king (2 Samuel 5:3), and is a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 
13:14), that he’s still an imperfect man. As the narrative moves into the psalms recorded in 

2 Samuel 22–23, we can see that David is deflecting any praise for himself, and recognizing 

God as the source of his kingly success. 

In 22:1, we are told the purpose of this psalm, as this is a “song of victory.” In the ancient 

world, it was common for songs to be composed to celebrate military victories, as a way to 

thank the gods for defeating an enemy. In the case of Israel (God’s covenantal people), they 

would often sing a “new song” as a way of recalling Yahweh’s covenantal faithfulness. David 

leads this charge, as he is professing that it’s the great God of Israel who is responsible for all 

the military success that David’s kingdom has experienced during his long reign. 

A hallmark of Hebrew poetry is its use of metaphor, especially when it comes to describing 

the greatness of God. This song of David is no different, as God is described in many dif-

ferent ways; with the central metaphor being that God is a rock. The Old Testament often 

uses this sort of metaphor to describe the ultimate strength and awesomeness of Yahweh 

(see Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 31:3; 72:3), particularly a giant one, like a mountain, which 

would provide the imagery of security for a city, and defense against enemies who would 

try to come to attack them. Yahweh, the covenantal God of Israel, is the ultimate fortress, a 

true deity whose people can find comfort and refuge—a deity whose enemies have no match. 

This song in Chapter 22 is very similar to Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2. Both David and 

Hannah are viewed as heroes of the story. However, both are helpless, in that they have an 

immense struggle to overcome (David is dealing with enemies who want to kill him, and 

Hannah cannot bear children and is receiving extreme ridicule). Both are helpless, but 

both exult Yahweh as the sovereign of their lives and declare Him to be the rock in whom 

they can rest.  

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 What is the purpose of a metaphor, and which metaphors are used 

of God in Chapter 22?

2 Compare the descriptions of God in David’s song (Chapter 22) and 

Hannah’s song (1 Samuel 2).

T H E  R E T U R N  O F  T H E  K I N G
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Yahweh is the Deliverer 
The overall thrust of this psalm is that God is truly David’s deliverer (his rock, 

shield, fortress, etc.). This doesn’t mean that David never experienced trials or 

loss or threat, as he suffered all those things. However, regardless of the outcome, 

David rightly understood that he wouldn’t take circumstances into his own hands, 

even when being wrongly persecuted, but would rely on Yahweh. David provides 

for us a foreshadowing of the Kingdom of God. Jesus describes God’s people in 

the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7) as “Blessed are those who mourn, for 

they shall be comforted. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are 

those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of 

Heaven” (Matthew 5:2–11). 

Jesus taught that our anger towards someone else is the same as committing mur-

der (Matthew 5:21–26), that we aren’t to retaliate against others (Matthew 5:38–
42), and that we’re to love our enemies, even in the middle of when they persecute 

us (Matthew 5:43–48). 

Singing a New Song 
In the ancient world, new songs were composed and sung after a military defeat, 

to praise the gods for being greater than the god they defeated. David (and Israel) 

would often compose new songs to give praise to Yahweh. However, the greatest 

new song isn’t in the Psalms, but in the book of Revelation, sung to the world’s 

King and Messiah, who has conquered life’s ultimate enemy, sin and death! 

In Revelation 5:9–10 we hear, “they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are you to 

take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you 

ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign 

on the earth.’”

Jesus, the root of David, and the great Lion of the tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5) 

has defeated the world’s ultimate enemy, and so a new song can be sung forever! 

Jesus’ victory was different though; while earthly kings celebrated bloody victories 

won by physically overcoming their enemies in a violent vengeance, Jesus didn’t 

defeat this great enemy with violence, anger, or vengeance, but by becoming a slain 

lamb (Revelation 5:6). And this is what the Kingdom of God looks like—God’s 

people don’t wage physical war on our enemies, because we know that “we do not 

wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forc-

es of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). 

t he T heological T hemes

W E E K  T W E L V E
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Overcome Evil with Good
David is a great king who had to engage 

many of the Bible’s fiercest enemies, 

including a brutal enemy from within 

(King Saul). However, he knew that it 

was God who was his defender—Da-

vid didn’t need to seek revenge, he just 

needed to trust Yahweh. While David 

had many moral, ethical, and leadership 

deficiencies, he certainly did one thing 

right—he understood that vengeance is 

Yahweh’s alone. 

Even when it seemed justifiable to seek 

revenge on his enemies, David did not—

he trusted that God would overcome 

the problem. As Christians, we are the 

modern day people of God, and ought 

to approach the world in the same way, 

which is something that the early Chris-

tians emphasized. 

Paul addressed this in Romans 12. Be-

cause Christians now have peace with 

God (Romans 5:1), and are being con-

formed to the image of Christ Jesus (Ro-
mans 8:29), they can be transformed by 

the renewal of their mind (Romans 12:2), 

and in their mind’s renewal they will be 

able to live and act like Jesus did: “to let 

love be genuine…love with brotherly af-

fection…bless those who persecute you; 

bless and do not curse them! Repay no 

one evil for evil…if possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

never avenge yourselves, but leave it to 

the wrath of God; do not be overcome 

by evil, but overcome evil with good” 

(Romans 12:9–21, emphasis added).

If we want to actually believe that God is 

our rock, we must do this with our trust. 

This means when we encounter our ene-

mies we do so with the mindset of David, 

which is perfectly reflected in Jesus—

trusting that Yahweh is our deliverer, and 

He is the one who rights wrongs. 

As Christians, we can sing the new song 

of Revelation 5, that Jesus has made us 

a kingdom of priests, and that we will 

reign on the earth with Him. But to reign 

as Jesus’ viceroys, we must do so in the 

same way that He reigned—by being a 

suffering servant, by being a slain lamb, 

and by being the one who overcame the 

evil one. 

As followers of Jesus, we overcome the 

world not by the sword (or any of its 

modern equivalents), but by the blood 

of the Lamb, and by our faithful testimo-

ny. We will overcome the world because 

we don’t value our own lives over God’s 

Kingdom, and so we will die for the King-

dom (Revelation 12:11). We will over-

come the world through the love we have 

for God, and the love we have for one 

another. We will overcome the world by 

being peacemakers, for then we will be 

called sons of God (Matthew 5:8). 

T H E  R E T U R N  O F  T H E  K I N G
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

The Bible often refers to God as a “rock.” It’s easy to make this statement, but 

it’s something else to actually believe that it’s true. Think of times when you 

experienced trouble—do you believe/act that God is your rock, or do you trust 

more in your fears?

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE:

Based on the teachings of Jesus (and affirmed by Paul), what should the attitude 

of Christians be towards our enemies? If Jesus (or Paul) jumped into a time 

machine and came to 21st century America, what would they say about how 

American-Christians practice and affirm violence as a way to deal with enemies? 

Do we actually wrestle with becoming peacemakers, or do we justify (and 

sometimes glorify) violence?

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE:

In our society, we don’t often deal with domestic enemies (from a physical 

standpoint), as most of our immediate “enemies” are philosophical (i.e., other 

religions, a differing political perspective, etc.). What is a more biblical (and 

Christ-centered) way of engaging with these “enemies”? How can my thinking be 

transformed in the way I go about seeing, talking to, and engaging with people 

who are different from, and even hostile to, me?

Application Questions:  
W E E K  T W E L V E



THE SACRIFICIAL 
ALTAR OF 
THE KING

2 s a mu e l  2 4
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Passage Outline
Census and Consequences 
 (2 Samuel 24:1–25) 

OBSERVAT ION PR AC T ICE
The first step to become familiar with a passage, 

and to help understand the biblical narrative, is to 

(in a notebook or separate piece of paper) make the 

following observations:

• List any People/Places:

• List any important verbs (actions), repeated 

words/phrases, or other theological/special 
terms:

2Samuel 24
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OBSERV ING QUEST IONS

1 David commands a census to be taken so that he could know the number of his 

people, especially the number of people who could fight. Why would David want 

to know how many people he had?

2 After the census is completed, David’s heart “struck him,” (2 Samuel 24:10) or 

convicted him of sin. How does David respond to this conviction?

3 David must choose between the three consequences that God offers because of 

his sin. What are those three consequences, and what would their effects be on 

David and his people?

4 After the pestilence in Israel ceased, David built an altar on the threshing floor of 

Araunah the Jebusite. Describe David’s interaction with Araunah. Why do you 

think David chose to purchase the land rather than accepting it for free?

SUMM A RY SEN T ENCES
In your own words, summarize this passage in 2–3 sentences:

T H E  S A C R I F I C I A L  A L T A R  O F  T H E  K I N G
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Number the people (24:2) Kings would 

take a census of their people to measure 

their military strength. Here, the purpose 

is clearly militaristic, as Joab’s number 

was of “valiant men who drew the sword” 

(2 Samuel 24:9). 

Pestilence (24:13) This is a deadly plague 

or disease, which could kill a large amount 

of the population. Though only three days, 

the pestilence could likely kill as much of 

the population as three years of famine. 

More recent equivalents could be the 

Black Plague or the Ebola Virus. 

The angel (24:17) Throughout the Old 

Testament, God often uses angelic be-

ings to execute His judgment upon the 

sin of humans. Some examples include 

the cherubim guarding the Garden of 

Eden, after Adam and Eve fell and were 

banished (Genesis 3:24), or the angel of 

death that killed the firstborn of Egypt 

during the Passover (Exodus 12:23). In 

this case, David saw the angel himself, 

dismissing any idea that this plague was 

simply a natural disaster, but was, in fact, 

the judgment of God.

I have sinned…but these sheep, what 
have they done? (24:17) Because David 

is the king, he is the head, or the repre-

sentative, of the people. Partially because 

of his sin, his people also suffer conse-

quences. However, although David sees 

the people as innocent, 24:1 reveals that 

God’s anger was kindled towards the sin 

of Israel as a whole. 

Araunah the Jebusite (24:18) The Jeb-

usites were the inhabitants of the land 

before the people of Israel, who David 

conquered (2 Samuel 5:6). Araunah had 

been converted from his previous religion, 

and now lived in the nation of Israel as a so-

journer. Once he learns of David’s desire 

to raise an altar, he does not hesitate to 

offer his land and his livestock to the king. 

Altar (24:18) David needed to offer sacri-

fices and burnt offerings upon an altar to 

atone for his sin, so that God would avert 

the pestilence from the people of Israel. 

This very spot would also eventually be the 

location upon which Solomon build the 

Temple of God. A more extensive descrip-

tion and instruction for burnt offerings can 

be found in Leviticus 1. 

 

“Let us fall in to  t he  hands of Yahweh,  for His mercy
is grea t; bu t do not le t me fall in to human hands.”

2 s a mu e l 2 4 :1 4 b ,  n i v
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God becomes angry with the sin of David and the people of Israel. Taking a census wasn’t 

inherently sinful, but it was David’s intentions that drew the anger of God. In measuring 

the strength of his military, David displays trust in his own army, and a lack of trust in God 

to provide the victory. Even Joab, the commander of the army, questions David’s order. 

What makes this sin even more heinous is that David had first-hand witnessed the might 

and power of God, particularly in military conflict. His very first battle against Goliath 

was won, not because of his own might and military strength, but because of the mighty 

hand of God. His military conquest as the King of Israel only succeeded because of the 

grace of God.

God’s holiness demands a response of wrath towards sin, and David chooses a three-day 

pestilence (or plague) that kills 70,000 people of Israel—the deadliest plague to befall the 

nation of Israel. Rather than trying to make excuses or shift the blame, David recognizes 

his sin and asks God to punish him instead of the people. Though he knows that God is 

just and must punish sin, he also knows that God is merciful. 

God responds in mercy by commanding David to raise an altar to offer sacrifices. Though 

the land must be purchased, the altar must be built, and the sacrifices be made; this atone-

ment of sins is not by works, but still by grace. Even the ability to repent and offer sacrifices 

to God was a gift of God’s grace to David. Left to himself, David would not have any 

desire to repent of his sin. 

Araunah was a Jebusite, one of the inhabitants of the land before the people of Israel entered. 

Araunah has since converted to worshiping Yahweh and lives among the people of Israel as 

a sojourner. Upon hearing David’s desire to purchase the land to offer sacrifices, Araunah 

offers the land and his oxen for the sacrifice for free. However, David rejects the offer and 

insists on purchasing the land. David recognizes that true sacrifice is not free, but costly. 

David had learned from his past experiences with God that “the sacrifices of God are a 

broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise” (Psalm 51:17).

Once David purchases the threshing floor, he erects an altar and offers sacrifices to God, 

which God accepts and relents from the plague. This threshing floor where David erected 

the altar would be the very place that Solomon would erect the temple. 

t he Original Contex t

R E V IEW QUEST IONS

1 What was David’s sin?

2 Why does God command David to raise an altar and offer sacrifices?
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Trust Issues
Throughout the scriptures, God’s people 

have been tempted to put their trust in 

everything besides God. In the beginning, 

Adam and Eve chose to trust themselves 

and the word of the serpent instead of 

God. The Exodus generation failed to 

enter the Promised Land because they 

did not trust God for their victory. When 

Assyria threatened to take the people of 

Judah, they put their trust in the military 

of Egypt, rather than trusting in God, who 

already told them that He would protect 

them. In the New Testament, Jesus tells 

the parable of the rich fool who trusted 

in his possession, though he would forfeit 

his soul that night, leaving his riches to no 

one. As David wrote, “some trust in chari-

ots and some in horses, but we trust in the 

name of Yahweh our God” (Psalm 20:7).

Punishment of the Innocent
David’s request to shoulder the blame 

for the “innocent sheep” looks forward to 

Jesus, the true Good Shepherd. However, 

Jesus stands in stark contrast to David. 

David was guilty of sin, and his people 

suffered for it. However, the people were 

not entirely innocent either. God’s anger 

was provoked against them for their sin. 

Jesus was truly guiltless in every way, yet 

upon Him was laid the wrath deserved for 

guilty sinners. While David was a guilty 

shepherd who caused his sheep to suffer, 

Jesus was the innocent Shepherd who suf-

fered for His guilty sheep.

Perfect Sacrifice
“The wages of sin is death” (Romans 
6:23), writes Paul, to the church in Rome. 

Whenever someone sins, wrath must be 

poured out to enact justice. If someone 

sinned, something had to die. The sacri-

fices and offerings made at the altar were 

to atone (or satisfy/pay) for the wrath due 

to the sinner. The basic concept is a life 

for a life. Instead of the sinner dying, the 

animal who is sacrificed dies. Even before 

the Law of Moses is given, God clothes 

Adam and Eve with animal skins (Genesis 
3:21). That animal was sacrificed in place 

of Adam and Eve, the sinners. All of these 

animal sacrifices, along with David’s, 

point to the ultimate, perfect sacrifice in 

Jesus. The author of Hebrews notes that 

priests continually have to offer sacrifices 

because although one sin was atoned for, 

man is still sinful and would continually 

sin (Hebrews 10:1–4). Christ’s sacrifice, 

however, was once for all. Though He was 

without sin, Jesus went to the cross and 

took upon Himself the wrath that was 

due for every sin, of every believer, from 

the beginning to the end of human his-

tory. It is because of this perfect sacrifice 

that the believer is reconciled and experi-

ences peace with God. 

t he T heological T hemes

W E E K  T H I R T E E N



Trusting In God
David’s temptation to trust in his own military power is not 

unlike the temptations our own. Though it may not be mili-

tary power, many things in our lives can become the “if only” 

thing that makes life good. “If only” I had enough money, I 

would feel secure. “If only” I got that job or got accepted 

into that school, life would be better. “If only” my political 

party or candidate was elected, everything would be fixed. 

While money, jobs, and the government are good things, 

they must never become ultimate things. God is the only 

thing that can bring us the fullness of joy. Jesus calls us to 

“seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33).

True Repentance
The mark of a Christian is not that he stops sinning, but that 

he repents when he does sin. At times, we may want to be 

like Adam, who blamed Eve for his sin, who blamed the ser-

pent for her sin. David knew that he was at fault, accepted 

the blame, and sought forgiveness. As Christians, we ought 

to realize our own faults in our sin, seek forgiveness, and by 

the grace of God become more and more like Jesus. Sancti-

fication is a process, a lifetime of repentance. 

Once For All
David’s sacrifice points to Jesus’s ultimate sacrifice, a sac-

rifice made once, and for all believers. The sins of our past, 

present, and future have been paid for with the precious 

blood of Jesus. Jesus’ work was sufficient; by His grace, He 

has put us in right standing with God. None of our serving, 

tithing, praying, reading, or anything else can be done to 

“payback” Jesus, or earn us any more forgiveness than He has 

already earned us. Instead, all of these things ought to be 

done in view of what Jesus has done, with gratitude and joy.
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PERSONAL REFLECTION & RESPONSE: 

What kinds of things are you tempted to trust in rather than God? What do 

those things appear to offer you? How does the gospel satisfy that need?

GROUP CONVERSATION & RESPONSE:

Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient and final. However, many Christians still feel 

the need to “pay back” Jesus for His work on the cross. What is the difference 

between serving to “pay back” or “return the favor,” and serving out of gratitude? 

Does it matter if someone serves out of gratitude rather than paying back? Why 

or why not?

COMMUNIT Y REFLECTION & RESPONSE:

What does true repentance look like? What does false repentance look like? How 

can your Small Group or ministry help one another pursue true repentance?

Application Questions:  
W E E K  T H I R T E E N
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