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ABEDNEGO AND THE DRAGON WHO COULDN’T SLEEP - Maria Calanchini

Once upon a time there was an elegant and 
charming little Goop boy named Abednego. He 
wore a top hat, carried an umbrella everywhere 
and behaved like a little gentleman, most of the 
time. Abednego loved to socialize with his Goop 
friends. Everyday he made sure to visit at least 
one of the other Goops.

TThe other Goops enjoyed his company and were 
always happy to have Abednego as a playmate. 
As charming as Abednego was all day, he turned 
just the opposite when it was time to go to bed.

AAt bedtime, Abednego threw fits and tantrums 
and he put up an awful fuss.  He never wanted to 
go to bed and there were two reasons for this. 
Reason one was that he loved playing so much he 
didn’t want to stop and reason two was that he 
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was scared. Abednego was frightened that once 
he went to bed and the lights went out,
something bad something bad would happen. He had heard 
about monsters and the bogeyman and he 
thought that surely they would come during the 
night, although it had never happened. He even 
slept with his umbrella right near his bed just in 
case he needed to chase away a bogeyman. Of 
course this never happened, but Abednego was 
prprepared.
 
One wintry evening, Abednego was out playing 
with his Goop friend Poutine.  It was just before 
nightfall and snowflakes started to flutter from the 
sky. Abednego and Poutine were delighted as the 
ground around them turned white and tiny flecks 
of snow tickled their noses. Abednego popped 
open his umbrella and they both stood beneath it 
wawatching crystal snowflakes float around them. 

“This is magical,” said Abednego.
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“It is, it is!” Poutine replied.

TThey walked along as their feet crunched the snow 
on the path beneath them. They stopped and 
made a snowman and threw snowballs and had a 
grand time. As the snow got thicker and the sky 
grew darker, Poutine said, “I think it’s time to go 
home to bed.”

Abednego scrunched his Abednego scrunched his face and said, “Oh no, 
not yet!  Let’s make another snowman.”

“Okay just one more and then we have to go home 
to bed,” she said.

So thSo they built a snowman right at the edge of the 
woods. He was tall and round and just perfect.  
Abednego even took off his top hat and scarf and 
put them on the snowman.

“We’ve built a perfect snowman and he will stay 
here all night and be waiting for us when we come 
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back tomorrow.  Let’s go,” said Poutine.

“No, not yet, just a little bit longer.  I’m not ready to 
go to bed yet,” pleaded Abednego.

“It’s time. We have to go,” said Poutine who was 
growing pouty.

“N“No, no, no…not yet!  I want to stay here and build 
another snowman,” Abednego replied. 

“Suit yourself, Abednego, but I’m going home. I’m 
tired and it’s time to go to bed,” said Poutine.

PPoutine turned and left.  Abednego watched as 
she disappeared around the bend. He turned and 
looked at the snowman; he was still and silent.  It 
was growing darker and Abednego thought that 
maybe he should catch up with Poutine. He 
reached up and took his hat from the snowman’s 
head. As soon as he grabbed it, a giant, round 
ststone archway appeared out of nowhere.
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The snowman turned to Abednego and said, “You 
don’t want to go bed? Follow me and I will show 
you a place where you will never have to.” Then the 
snowman scooted through the archway.  He 
turned back and looked at Abednego who
appeared to be frozen in thought. “Come follow 
me,” said the snowman and then he scooted even
further infurther into the snow until he was no longer visible.

Abednego moved towards the archway and 
looked through but he couldn’t see anything 
except for white snow coming down. The
snsnowman was gone. He was a little bit scared, but 
he entered. There, on the other side, was a snowy 
landscape of tall, dark, jagged mountains covered 
in snow. The snow was pouring down. Abednego 
turned to go back out the archway, but it had
vanished.
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Abednego turned around in circles and
everywhere he looked he saw snow and a
mountain landscape. He wished that Poutine was 
still with him, but she wasn’t so he just moved
fforward. His mother once told him, “If you don't 
know what to do just move forward until you do.” 
And so he did. He lumbered on and wondered if 
Poutine was all cozy at home in bed.

It was growing dark and cold but there was
nnowhere to rest. Abednego was surrounded by 
snow. When darkness fell, the moon came out 
and lit his way. He felt so alone that he started to 
talk to the moon. “Thank you moon. You’re the 
only one here with me and your light makes it less 
scary.” The moon shone just a little brighter in
response.  It lit up the dark black sky. 

CHAPTER 2
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Abednego heard a noise and looked up to see a 
beautiful white owl flying across the sky. His
glglowing white wings spanned out and shone in 
the moonlight. The owl looked down and stared 
straight into Abednego’s eyes. He flew closer and 
motioned for Abednego to follow him, so he did.  
The owl flew low and close to the ground as 
Abednego ran after him. He led Abednego into a 
sparkly winter forest with tall trees that twinkled as 
sunlight sunlight started to shine through.

“Why are you here?” the owl, whose name was 
Magnum, asked as he turned to look at Abednego.

“I don’t really know. I was out with my friend
Poutine and she wanted to go home and said it 
was time to go to bed. I didn’t want to go and I 
went through an arch and here I am. Where am I?” 
answered Abednego.

“You are in the land of no sleep, Aoncodlata!”
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Abednego listened as the owl told him that
AAoncodlata was a special place where no one 
slept. If you fell asleep in Aoncodlata, the Grey 
Dragon would find you and keep you captive.  
Many years ago, the Grey Dragon had a curse put 
on him by his mortal enemy. It made it so that he 
would never be able to sleep again. For years the 
Grey Dragon tried to sleep and he couldn’t.Then he 
decided decided to steal the sleep from sleeping creatures. 

He had a castle high up in Aoncodlata where he 
held owls, birds, elves, squirrels and other forest 
creatures in captivity. When they fell asleep, the 
Grey Dragon would suck the sleep right out of 
them and shut his eyes for just a moment. It never 
lasted long, so he always needed more sleepers in 
captivity.  If you wanted to fall asleep in
AAoncodlata, you had to hide, and you couldn’t 
sleep for long or else the Grey Dragon would find 
you. Abednego listened to Magnum intently and 
for the first time ever, he wished he could just go 
home and go to bed, but he couldn’t.
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“For starters, stop yawning. It won’t be easy to 
escape Aoncodlata because you will have to 
dream and in order to dream, you will need to 
sleep, which can be quite risky here, as you now 
know. If you can get to the point of dreaming while 
in Aoncodlata you will see a lighthouse in your 
dreams. Just follow the bridge to the lighthouse 
and if and if you make it there, you will go back to your 
home and to your own bed where you can sleep 
peacefully!”

Abednego twirled his little umbrella around and 
took off his top hat with a bow to Magnum.
“I can do that.  I will just find a place to hide and fall 
asleep and dream,” said Abednego.

Magnum just looked at him with his piercing 
yellow eyes.  “As you like,” he said and off he flew.

Abednego trotted off in search of a hiding place.  
He went deep into the woods and crossed paths 
with several animals. “These animals must know
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secret hiding spots,” he thought to himself.  

He sHe saw two deer off in the distance. They glanced 
toward him and then they quickly darted away 
and disappeared. Abednego followed their tracks 
as rapidly as he could. The tracks disappeared 
under an enormous and majestic tree covered in 
snow. The branches were so large that they 
formed a secret doorway with light pouring 
ththrough.

Abednego quickly scurried through the branches 
and found that he was concealed from view. He 
was well hidden in a little cave that was formed by 
tree branches and warmed by sunlight.  He nestled 
in and prepared to dream of lighthouses. No 
sooner had he closed his eyes than he heard a 
ferocious flapping sound. He peaked through the 
brbranches to see the Grey Dragon flying over the 
snow and straight for the tree where Abednego 
had hidden himself.



11

ABEDNEGO AND THE DRAGON WHO COULDN’T SLEEP - Maria Calanchini

Finish the story and tell us how Abednego gets
back to Goop World.

Make sure and submit your story ending to
GoopTales.com/Abednego

so the rest of the world can read it!

NOW IT’S UP TO YOU!
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