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Once upon a time there was a curious little Goop 
girl named Stinjessie. She loved to play with all of 
her Goop friends and fly her little hoop through 
the air. Stinjessie was very meticulous with all of 
her toys and blocks, and she kept everything in 
perfect order. Every single toy had an exact spot 
on the toy shelves.

SStinjessie had an enviable collection of building 
blocks, hoops and little red wagons. She had
collected hoops since before she could
rremember. She had them in every color and size, 
and she always carried one around with her. She 
knew how to twirl them in every direction and 
could throw them up in the air, catch them on one 
finger and transfer the hoops to her toes.

Often times, her good Goop friend, Abednego,
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would visit her just to watch her throw her hoops, 
but he was always careful never to touch
Stinjessie’s hoops. Stinjessie didn’t like for others 
to play with her toys and she rarely shared. She 
believed that she had to keep all of her
belongings belongings to herself. It was as if she thought her 
toys would get smaller or disappear if she shared 
them. That was never the case, but Stinjessie 
always held on tight to everything she had.
 
One dark, cloudy dOne dark, cloudy day, Abednego visited Stinjessie.  
Abednego never traveled anywhere unprepared, 
so he came calling with his umbrella in hand. He 
asked Stinjessie to come out and look for rain 
puddles. Stinjessie loved a good rain puddle romp 
so she grabbed her favorite little gold hoop and 
her rain boots and off they went. Along the way, 
StinjeStinjessie threw her little hoop into the air to catch 
raindrops and spin them into sparkling rain
crystals. They walked along laughing as they 
looked at the dark clouds above. It started to 
sprinkle, so Stinjessie threw her hoop in the air 
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and spun some crystals that dropped to the 
ground and turned into sunflowers. A gorgeous 
field of yellow sunflowers popped up and
surrounded them. When Stinjessie was good, 
magic like this always happened.
 
TThe rain hadn’t poured down yet, so there were 
very few puddles. Stinjessie spotted a small
puddle in the distance, so she raced over to it and 
splashed and stomped until the puddle
disappeared. By the time Abednego arrived, the 
puddle was gone.  He put on a sad little face as he 
didn’t get to share in the fun. 

““There was only one puddle, and I wanted it,”
proclaimed Stinjessie. Her stingy side was
emerging and when this happened, her magic
side disappeared.

Abednego looked up at the dark sky and he knew 
it was about to burst wide open, so he didn’t 
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worry; soon there would be puddles everywhere.  
The dark rain clouds were getting ready to shower 
the field of sunflowers with delicious rain drops 
that would make them even stronger and brighter, 
but just as the first cloud began to split wide open, 
he zipped himself right back up. He was watching 
below and saw how stingily Stinjessie was acting.  
He didn’t appHe didn’t approve of this stingy kind of behavior, 
so he decided to teach her a lesson. He told all of 
the other clouds to keep on moving and let the 
sun shine through, so the sun came bursting out 
over the sunflower field.

Stinjessie began to stomp her feet. She was
desperate for a rain puddle and she was
infuriated as she watched the clouds move away. 
She stomped and stomped and the more she 
stomped, the faster the clouds moved. She 
stomped so hard that the soft earth beneath her 
began to give way.  With each stomp, her feet 
sunk a little deeper until they burst right through 
the earth and Stinjessie fell into a giant hole.  



5

STINJESSIE AND THE LEOPARD WHO DIDN’T CHANGE HIS SPOTS - Maria Calanchini

Down, down, down she fell, spinning all the while 
through a dirt tunnel. She tried to grab onto the 
earth around her, but she was moving too fast. 
Stinjessie was spinning so quickly that she couldn’t 
see anything. Her heart pounded as she regretted 
being so stingy, but it was too late.
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Stinjessie felt as if her heart would split in two, and 
just when she thought it would, the tunnel spit her 
out into the sky where she spun round and round 
as she was hurled to the earth below. She 
splashed right into a lake of pink flamingos who 
were peacefully sleeping on one leg. Stinjessie 
landed right near Phineus the flamingo.  Phineus 
was was 27 years old and he was very wise. He put 
down his other leg and stretched his neck down 
until he came face to face with Stinjessie. He 
stared deep into her eyes and didn’t say a word.  
Stinjessie stared right back, her eyes full of terror.  
Her eyes told the whole story and Phineus knew 
exactly what had happened.

“Rain, you need rain. That is the only way home for 
you, little one,” he said.

CHAPTER 2
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Stinjessie contorted her little face and it went from 
befuddlement to understanding. She nodded at 
Phineus and said, “Do you know how to make it 
rain?”

“It is not I who needs to make it rain; it is you.  
Mother nature has plenty of rain and she will 
always share if you share,” he said.

SStinjessie rolled this thought around in her head for 
a minute and then nodded and said, “Okay.”

“You’ve got some work to do. You’re in Kenya and 
mother nature can be tough here. You’ve got to 
show her that you really mean it.”

“But how?” asked Stinjessie.

“Just carry on your journey and look for
opportunities opportunities to be generous, but be careful
because a leopard doesn’t change his spots.”
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Stinjessie had no idea what Phineus was talking 
about so she just nodded and thanked Phineus for 
the advice. Then she turned and plodded out of 
the lake full of pink flamingos.

Stinjessie walked along and threw her hoop in the 
air performing her best tricks and shouted, “Make 
it rain!” She looked up at the sky and nothing
happened. happened. The sun beat down on her as it grew 
warmer and warmer. She threw her hoop again 
and yelled even louder, “Make it rain!”

“That will never work,” she heard a voice say.

Stinjessie watched as her hoop slid right over the 
head of a very long necked creature and landed.

She made a little face and asked, “It won’t?”

“Nop“Nope, it won’t,” replied the creature who was a 
Gerenuk. She was a bit like a gazelle but with the 
neck of a giraffe.  “I’m Karimah,” she said shyly.
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“I’m Stinjessie,” Stinjessie said proudly.

“What does that mean?” asked Karimah.

Stinjessie shrunk a little and said, “Sometimes I can 
be stingy and not share.”

Karimah let out a little laugh.

“Why are you laughing?” asked Stinjessie.

“Because “Because my name means the exact opposite.
It means generous one.”

“Oh…I see,” said Stinjessie, feeling a tiny bit 
ashamed.

“Don’t worry. I’m not always generous, but I do try 
my best. Sometimes I’m stingy too. Everyone is 
once in a while.”

TThis made Stinjessie feel much better and she
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invited Karimah to walk along with her. As they 
ambled in the hot sun, Stinjessie performed tricks 
with her little hoop, expertly throwing it in the air 
like a boomerang and catching it with her foot.
KKarimah told Stinjessie all about her life in Kenya. 
She spoke of her friends, the zebras and giraffes.  
She loved the giraffes because they had long 
necks just like she did. Then she told her about the 
leopards and lions. “Everyday I must pay close
attention to my surroundings or I could be eaten.”

“Eaten?” exclaimed Stinjessie.

““Yes, the lions and leopards would love to have
me as a snack.”

Stinjessie threw her hoop up into the air and said, 
“If we see a lion, I will tame him so he won’t eat 
you.”

Karimah just laughed and said, “That is if the lion 
doesn’t eat you.”
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Stinjessie was quite brave and not scared easily, 
but this made her quiver just a little.

“Well then, let’s make sure we don’t see a lion,”
she said as bravely as she could.

Karimah stopped and stood as still as a statue. Her 
head turned ever so slightly and her ears cocked.  
Stinjessie looked at her and froze. Off in the
didistance, they could hear a low rumbling growl.  
Without making a sound, Stinjessie turned to look 
at Karimah. Her eyes had doubled in size and she 
no longer wanted to tame a lion with her hoop.

The growl came again and this time it was closer, 
much closer. Under any other circumstances,
KKarimah would have fled the scene instantly, but 
she couldn’t leave Stinjessie alone.  Before she 
could say a word, a stunning leopard with
gleaming blue eyes charged through a nearby 
bush and ran straight for Karimah.
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Finish the story and tell us how Stinjessie gets
back to Goop World.

Make sure and submit your story ending to
GoopTales.com/Stinjessie

so the rest of the world can read it!

NOW IT’S UP TO YOU!
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