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Have you ever read a book or a blog that you 
absolutely loved? As you finished reading it’s 
likely that a natural response was to tell some-

one about what you just read and to encourage them to 
read the book or blog as well. Perhaps, you even offered 
to loan them your book or emailed them the link to the 
blog because you really wanted them to read it so you 
could talk to them about their response.  
     LOVE THIS BOOK: Meeting God in His Story, is an 
opportunity for us, as the body of Christ at Hershey 
Free, to fall in love with his book, to fall in love with 
him, and to share with one another how reading the 
book is guiding us to embrace his mission in new ways. 
Over the next 15 weeks, we will journey through the 
story of the Old Testament from Creation to the Con-
quest of the Land. As we engage the familiar stories 
found in the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old 
Testament) and the sixth book, Joshua, we will have the 

opportunity to fall in love anew with God’s word and 
work. As we read this portion of scripture together, we 
will see how the storyline of the Old Testament helps us 
see how the reality of God With Us shapes us and our 
understanding about ways we can engage better with 
him and with others. 
      During the next 15 weeks, we will listen to sermons 
and study God’s word to help us gain a better under-
standing of the storyline of the Bible. The goal is that 
we will be encouraged and equipped to LOVE THIS 
BOOK, even though, at times, it can be challenging and 
even weird to read. In spite of this, the desire is that we 
will be enlivened to the images and themes of the Old 
Testament that will cause us to know God more deeply 
and dig into the word so that we are better able to expe-
rience his presence and live his mission.

The overarching purpose of the study is to help us see 
each of our stories as part of the biblical story. This 
means:

1. Seeing the different segments of the Bible as 
parts of a unified storyline. This includes high-
lighting connections between the Old and New 
Testaments, and showing how the Old Testa-
ment anticipates the work of Christ.

2. Seeing connections between the biblical story 
and the world in which we live, including look-
ing at the ongoing application of Old Testament 
events.

3. Allowing biblical themes and stories to define 
how we approach life and engage God and oth-
ers, which permits the Bible to define reality.

4. Embracing the reality of God’s plan and pres-
ence not only in the lives of people in the Old 
Testament but in our lives as well.

INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE 
OF THE 
STUDY
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BACKGROUND 
TO THE STUDY 
In order to get the most from the study of LOVE THIS 
BOOK: Meeting God in His Story, it’s important to grasp 
the overarching purpose and themes that permeate the 
storyline. The 66 books that make up the Bible have 
been put together to comprise “the Book.” Literally, 
that’s what Bible means, it is the Book. (Carson 12).This 
is one book, one story that provides the foundation for 
our Christian beliefs and actions. It is fundamental to 
who we are and who we are becoming. The pages of the 
Book reveal the God of the Book and his heart for his 
children. This Book reveals the God who was there and 
the God who is here. 
 
It will be helpful to see the Bible through the  
framework of: 

• Creation
• Fall 
• Redemption
• Consummation (or Re-Creation) 

     These words and diagram describe the trajectory of 
God’s plan for his people. Genesis 1-2 discloses God’s 
design for his children. He created humans for rela-
tionship. These chapters reveal that Eden was a place 
of God’s presence and that his desire was to be “with” 
Adam and Eve, and for them to be “with” each other. 
Genesis 3 exposes that the free will that God gave to hu-
mankind resulted in the sinful and selfish choices made 
by Adam and Eve. Their choice, which is described as 
the “Fall,” caused separation and brokenness. God’s plan 
for relationship became distorted but not thwarted as 
his story continues with themes of redemption and res-
toration. All of creation, since the Fall, lives under the 
consequences of sin, but looks forward to the hope of 
consummation when all is again made right. As we live 
in “the in-between,” we still experience his presence and 
power as he transforms us into the character of Christ 
to live his mission.  

Watch the Bible Project video to get a fuller picture of 
God’s story and how humanity fits with his story  

at hfcinfo.com.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
     This study, LOVE THIS BOOK: Meeting God in His 
Story, will take us through the Bible from Genesis to 
Joshua and show how God is the God of everything. 
From creation to consummation, it is all his story, and 
the books of Genesis through Joshua give us the first 
glimpses into his presence through his character, his 
plan, and his actions. As we study and reflect on the 
passages, we will become aware that the themes of 
God’s presence, promise, new creation, temple, and the 
mission of the church are all interwoven into the reality 
of his story and our story. 
     The BIG IDEA of HIS STORY is that GOD DESIRES 
TO BE WITH US! Keep that thought in mind as you 
meet him in his book each week.

God’s Redemptive Story

Creation

Redemption

Re-Creation
Consummation

Israel
Covenant Community

The Church
Covenant Community
(Already but not yet)Fall
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ENGAGING 
THE STUDY 
Format for the Study:

1. Read the passage three to four different times 
during the week. Then answer the questions. 
The questions focus on knowledge, reflection, 
and application. The passages will general-
ly correlate with the sermon, although the 
focus may not be identical. By focusing on the 
passage more than one day, you will be better 
able to embrace the truths and apply them as 
you become more aware of how the Spirit is 
guiding your understanding of the verses.

2. Take time to reflect on the passage and write 
your personal response to how the Spirit of 
God is working in your own heart about what 
it means to be a follower of Jesus.

3. Pray the Passage. Donald Whitney, in his book 
Praying the Bible, states that praying scrip-
ture is one way that Christians can pray more 
effectively and powerfully. He states, “(praying) 
is basically taking words that originated in the 
heart and mind of God and circulating them 
through your heart and mind back to God. By 
this means his words become the wings of your 
prayers.” With that thought in mind, take time 
to let the Spirit direct your heart as you read 
by identifying the verse(s) that you want to 
embed more deeply into your soul by praying 
the very words of God.

4. Use the links provided on hfcinfo.com to 
connect you to additional resources that will 
expand your understanding of the passages.

5. Use the journal pages provided to take notes 
from the sermons or to write your own 
thoughts that arise from small group interac-
tions.

May this study empower you to walk with Jesus in a 
deeper way as you meet God in his story.

January 12 
“In the Beginning” Genesis 1-2

January 19
“Image is Everything” Genesis 1-2

January 26
“Paradise Lost” Genesis 3, 4-11

February 2
“The Rescue Plan” Genesis 12, 15

February 9
“A Tale of Two Brothers” Genesis 37-50

February 16
“The Name” Exodus 1-5

February 23
“The Passover” Exodus 12-15

March 1
“The Ten Commandments” Exodus 19-20

March 8
“Are We There Yet?” Exodus 32-34

March 15 
“Be Holy” Leviticus 

March 22
“Stuck in the Wilderness” Numbers 13-14

March 29
“Choose Life” Deuteronomy 29-30

April 5
“It All Belongs to God” Joshua 4-5, 23-24

April 12
“Their Hearts Burned Within Them…Their 
Eyes Were Opened” Luke 24

SERMON PASSAGES 
AND DATES
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In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.

Genesis 1:1
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Before beginning your study of Genesis, take five 
minutes to view the Bible Project video that will 

provide an overview of chapters 1-11. All videos can 
be found at hfcinfo.com.

“In the beginning God…” These words re-
flect one of the most famous opening lines 
of any book, but what are the implications 

of these words? What do they tell us about God? 
About ourselves? About this world? As we begin 
our study of LOVE THIS BOOK: Meeting God in 
His Story, it would be wise to take some time to 
examine the key themes and ideas that are revealed 
in these first two chapters of God’s word to us. 
     As we read these chapters, we discover that we 
are creatures of longing. (Beale and Kim) From the 

beginning of time, we were created with longings. 
Longings that can only be satisfied by the envi-
ronment of Eden, the place created for us to be in 
perfect relationship with God, one another, and the 
earth. Because we have been exiled from Eden, our 
longings have become corrupted by selfishness and 
the search for things that ultimately will not satisfy. 
     In Eden our longings were satisfied by God’s 
presence, which gave life and purpose. Eden is 
presented as a sanctuary and place where God 
dwells. As we continue our study, we will see this 
theme presented time and time again in the Old 
Testament story.

JANUARY 12: 
IN THE BEGINNING

Genesis 1-2

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE

1. Read Genesis 1 and 2 in one sitting in order to grasp the big picture. 

2. How do Genesis 1 and Genesis 2 complement or balance each other? 

Continue
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3. There is an order to creation. It was not haphazard or random. Genesis states that the earth was formless and 
empty. God had a blank canvas to work with and when looking at each day of creation a pattern emerges. Days 
1-3 provide the big picture structure of creation, while days 4-6 fill the structure with content. Fill in the chart 
below to get a clearer picture of God’s creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What is revealed about the character and nature of God through the way he created? 
 
 
 

5. What command was given to Adam and Eve in Genesis 1? 
 
 

 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. Read chapters 1 and 2 again. Imagine that you are in the heavens watching the story of creation unfold before 
your eyes. Linger with your thoughts and imaginations in a way that allows you to celebrate the story.   

2. Choose five words to describe creation. 
 
 

3. Which part of the story is most impacting to you?   
 
 
 

4. Write down three ideas or questions that came to mind as you read the text. What impressed you or was most 
helpful from this passage?

Structure Content
Day 1 (v 3-5)

Day 2 (v 6-8)

Day 3 (v 9-13)

Day 4 (v 14-19)

Day 5 (v 20-23)

Day 6 (v 24-31)
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DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. What does Genesis 1 tell us about God’s purpose for his children? How does the command in chapter 1 apply 
to you? 
 
 
 
 

2. What do the references to life (the tree of life and the river of life) tell us about God’s desire for his children? 
How did Jesus speak about the theme of life for us today in John 10:10? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. God rested on the seventh day. What do we learn from this act that impacts our rhythms and choices? 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story? 

 
 
 

Take time to watch the Bible Project video on hfcinfo.com to get an overview of the perspective of Moses as he wrote 
the first chapters of Genesis. How did the video help expand your understanding of God, humankind, and creation?
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NOTES:
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This week we will read chapters one and two 
again, but this time with a different emphasis 
and in a slightly different order. Last week we 

focused on the big picture of creation and saw our 
majestic God through the beauty of creation. This week 

we will focus on the creation of human beings. In this 
week’s reading we will examine the God of relationship 
who created male and female, in his image, to worship 
him and to do his work. 

JANUARY 19: 
IMAGE IS EVERYTHING

Genesis 1-2

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read the following passages in this order: Genesis 1:1-26, Genesis 2:4b-25, Genesis 1:27-2:4a. 

2. Does reading the passages in chronological order re-frame your understanding of God’s blessing of Adam and 
Eve? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What does Genesis chapter 2 reveal about God’s story and plan? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What does chapter 2, verses 24-25 teach us about the way God wants husbands and wives to relate? 
 
 
 
 

Continue
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5. How do these two chapters provide insight into our identity? 
 
 
 

 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. Imagine that you are Adam or Eve and you are in the Garden. The only life you know is one of peace, compan-
ionship, and communion with your Creator, in whose image you were created. As an image bearer, what are 
the most important aspects of your day? 
 
 
 
 

2. How is the “work” you have been given a reflection of your relationship with the Creator? 
 
 
 
 

3. Now, think about your current situation. What prevents you from walking with God? What changes do you 
need to make in order to experience connection (relationship) with God and purpose in your work that are 
indicative of being an image bearer?

 
 
 

DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. How can you intentionally go through each day seeing how the connection (relationship) with God impacts 
the way you do your work (purpose) for God? 
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2. Our mission grows out of Adam and Eve’s commission to be fruitful and increase in number. Genesis 1:27-28 
reveals God’s first command to his children. How can you live out the ideas of “fruitful and increase in num-
ber” and “fill the earth and subdue it” in your daily life?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. We are image bearers who extend the boundaries of God’s Kingdom by expanding God’s presence into the 
entire world. How are you fulfilling the same commission that God gave to Adam and Eve to be “fruitful and 
increase in number?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story?
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The mission of God continues even as sin enters 
the garden and spreads in the world. Adam and 
Eve’s mission was to “be fruitful and increase 

in number,” and sin does not negate this command. 
God’s original word to Adam and Eve was given in the 
sanctuary of the garden and speaks to his continued 
presence in the fulfillment of the mission. In spite of the 
devastating consequences of sin, God’s plan and story 

will continue through the Patriarchs and beyond. In 
the midst of disappointment, there is hope. As you read 
this week, ponder this thought: To understand yourself, 
you must understand sin; and at the heart of sin is the 
assertion that, “I will determine what is good and what 
is evil.”

JANUARY 26: 
PARADISE LOST

Genesis 3, 4-11

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Genesis 3. 

2. What was the motive behind Adam and Eve’s decision to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil? 
 
 
 

3. What was the outcome of their choice? Describe the losses they experienced. 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How would you describe God’s interaction with Adam and Eve after the Fall?

 
 
 
 
 

Continue
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DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. Ponder the truth of this phrase in your own life: “Sin begins by denying God’s goodness.”  
 

2. Eve wanted to satisfy legitimate desires in an illegitimate way. What were her legitimate desires? How did she 
go about satisfying those needs in the wrong way? Think about your desires and how you meet them. Which 
ways are legitimate, and which are not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How does understanding sin help you understand yourself?  

 
 
 

DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. How does the choice made by Adam and Eve continue to impact your life? 
 
 
 
 

2. How has the entrance of sin into the world impacted your identity? What struggles have you faced with your 
view of God and self as a result of sin? 
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3. What does it look like for you to live with hope in the midst of the chaos created by sin?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What are some ways to identify when you are about to choose sinful actions over obedience?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story?
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The map shows the extensive journey that 
Abraham and his family made from Ur to the 
Promised Land. The land becomes one more 

way for God’s story to be fulfilled in a strategic place 
of influence to other nations. Even the term “Promised 
Land” speaks to the all-encompassing plan and promise 
of God to work among his people for blessing.  

     Sin continues to spread and is illustrated through the 
sin of Cain and reaches a climax of sorts in the building 
of the tower of Babel. At that point, the storyline shifts 
from all of mankind to one man, Abraham. Genesis 
12 zooms in on the promise that from this “one man,” 
offspring will come through which all the families of the 
world will be blessed. Just as God commissioned Adam 
and Eve with his blessing (Genesis 1:28), so he reiterates 
his blessing to Abraham by stating that as Abraham is 
blessed so all the nations of the world will be blessed. 
While Genesis 3 highlights the curses that follow sin, 
Genesis 12 highlights the blessing associated with God’s 
story and plan. 

FEBRUARY 2: 
THE RESCUE PLAN

Genesis 12, 15

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Genesis 12 and Genesis 15.  

2. What are the elements of the covenant that God makes with Abraham in chapter 12? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the difference in the way Abraham responds to God in chapter 12 and the way he responds in chapter 
15? 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue

Before reading the story of Abraham, watch the  
Bible Project video at hfcinfo.com overviewing 

Genesis 12-50. It will give you a good understand-
ing of God’s presence and work in the lives of the 

Patriarchs and the story of Joseph.
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4. How does Abraham respond to God’s declaration of the future? 
 
 
 

5. What do we learn in Genesis 15:16 about God’s timing and sovereignty?

 
 
 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. God’s interactions required a faith response from Abraham. He chose to build an altar as an act of worship. 
Think about the ways that God speaks to you. How have you responded to him?  
 
 
 
 

2. Take time to process what it meant to follow God’s directive to “Go...to the land I will show you” (Genesis 
12:1). When has God asked something similar of you? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Reflect on the promise given to Abraham regarding God’s blessing. Ask the Spirit to show you ways that you 
can bless others. 
 
 
 

DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. Genesis 15:6 states that, “Abraham believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” This is the 
first occurrence of belief and righteousness found in scripture. What would it look like for you to exemplify 
this phrase as a lifestyle? 
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2. What step of faith is God asking you to take but you find yourself resisting? What can you do to make that step 
a reality in your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Walking by faith and living God’s mission cannot be separated. To walk by faith is to participate in God’s mis-
sion. Intentionally look for ways to bring these two ideas together this week.

 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story? 
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NOTES:
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God’s plan has a 
greater purpose.
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The story of Joseph and his family is not just 
about God’s providence; it’s also about his 
promises. God uses Joseph to turn back the 

effects of the curse and accomplish, in part, his promis-
es to Abraham. He stacks the odds against himself and 
then demonstrates his power by using an imprisoned 
slave exiled by his own family.
     Perhaps so much time is spent on Joseph to show us 
God can pull off the impossible even through a seem-
ingly insignificant Jew rejected by his own brothers. 
Perhaps another reason Moses spends so much time on 
Joseph is so we would see how God’s redemptive story 
will be fulfilled in a different “Joseph” who would finally 
and completely reverse the curse and fulfill the promises.

     Envy, deceit, betrayal, sibling rivalry–these are not 
elements of a movie plot, but they are all found in the 
story of Joseph. While there are many ways we could 
approach these chapters, our focus will compare and 
contrast God’s work in transforming the lives of Judah 
and Joseph.  
     If you are able, take time in one sitting to read all of 
the chapters to get a fuller and richer understanding of 
the story; however, if you’re not able to do that, then 
read the suggested chapters. The important thing to re-
member as you read this week is that God’s plan cannot 
be thwarted by imperfect people.

FEBRUARY 9: 
A TALE OF TWO BROTHERS

Genesis 37-50

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Genesis 37, 38, and 50. 

2. How would you describe the family dynamics in Jacob’s family? What was the impact of Jacob’s favoritism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue
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3. How would you describe Judah’s behavior in his treatment of Joseph and Tamar? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Compare Joseph’s interaction with his brothers in chapter 37 with his behavior toward them in chapter 50. 
What strikes you about his change of attitude toward his brothers?

 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?)

1. Both of these stories speak of broken people who are changed by the work of God. How is the Spirit speak-
ing to you about ways your own brokenness is impacting your attitudes and actions toward family members, 
friends, or co-workers?  
 
 
 
 

2. Identify the situations, relationships, and circumstances that currently exist in your life that God is using to 
transform your character to be more like Jesus. Pray for openness to what the Lord is doing in your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Re-read Genesis 50:20 and process what that phrase means in your life. How do Joseph’s words speak to the 
way he saw himself in God’s story?
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DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. God is at work in the most complicated of situations. As you go through your week, intentionally look for ways 
that you see him working. 
 

2. Extending forgiveness is hard. Pray for those individuals that you struggle to forgive, and take intentional steps 
to extend grace and forgiveness to them.

 
DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story?
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As we leave the book of Genesis, the Hebrew 
children have been “fruitful” and have “in-
creased in number,” which helps us see how 

God’s command in Genesis 1 is being fulfilled. How-
ever, their numbers are problematic for the new king 
of Egypt who views the Israelites as a threat to the very 
existence of his country. What appears to be a hopeless 
situation becomes an opportunity for God to reveal 
himself to his people. He chooses to work in an uncon-
ventional way through the courage of a mother who 
chooses to defy the king’s order and save her baby from 
certain death.  
     Moses has been trained, through God’s providence, 
in the court of Pharaoh. Familiar with Egyptian ways, 
he is the right person to approach the king’s court and 
plead the case of the Hebrews. However, Moses uses 
poor judgment and has to flee for his life. He ends up in 

the Sinai Peninsula, living close to Mount Horeb where 
he would later receive the commandments that would 
establish the instructions for the newborn nation.
     As we encounter Moses in these chapters, we see 
him wrestling with the same questions we must answer: 
“Who is God?” and “Who am I?” 

 
 
 
 

     The focus of this week’s study is chapters 3 and 4; 
however, to get the fuller context, read chapters 1-5. As 
you study this week, keep in mind that the key idea is 
that God’s foundational promise is his presence.

FEBRUARY 16: 

THE NAME
Exodus 1-5

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Exodus 1-5 with a focus on Exodus 3-4. 

2. Describe the situation of the Hebrews. What evidences exist to reveal God’s presence in their difficult circum-
stances? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue

Before going further in your devotional time, watch 
the Bible Project video which overviews the first 18 

chapters in the book of Exodus at hfcinfo.com.
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3. God is noticeably active in delivering his people. As you think about chapters 1-5, what do you learn about 
God in the following areas:

a. What did God see, hear, and feel?
 
 
 

b. What did God say he would do?
 
 
 
 
 
c. What did God call Moses to do?

 
 
 
 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. We all have moments when we question what God is asking of us. What are the times and places when you 
tend to resist God’s call? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Ask the Spirit of God to show you when you’re most likely to let fear become a barrier to obeying God’s call. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Imagine yourself in a situation that cannot be explained by logic. What would you do so that you could see it 
as an opportunity to hear God’s voice? 
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DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. God is in control no matter what the circumstances. Take time each day to acknowledge God’s control. Let that 
knowledge have an impact on your choices and decisions. 
 
 

2. Take a step of action to do or say something that you would normally not do because of fear or doubt. 
 
 
 

3. Think of examples of ways that you see yourself differently than God sees you. 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story?
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Moses obeys God’s call to deliver the Hebrews 
from the bondage of the Egyptians and 
returns to persuade Pharaoh to let the Isra-

elites leave. His efforts are unsuccessful until the final 
plague results in the death of Pharaoh’s son along with 
all of the first-born males in the land. Before departing 
Egypt, the Hebrews are given very specific instructions 
regarding how they are to leave. The promise made 
to Abraham to make him a great nation is about to 
begin with the journey of the Israelites from Egypt to 
the Promised Land. A family of 70 who immigrated to 
Egypt will leave as a soon-to-be-nation of approximate-
ly 2,000,000 men, women, and children. Moses had 
the overwhelming responsibility to lead these people 
through the wilderness to settle in their new land. James 
Montgomery Boice states that, “Apart from Jesus Christ, 

no person in history has made as deep or lasting an 
impression on the world as Moses.” The Hebrew-born, 
Egyptian-raised, wilderness-bred man experiences the 
power and presence of God in miraculous ways as he 
obeys, albeit imperfectly, God’s call on his life. His story, 
as many others in the scriptures, reminds us that God 
uses broken and imperfect people.
     This week’s study immerses us in the human drama 
of Moses vs. Pharaoh, but in reality, what we are reading 
is the story of God’s sovereignty and power. We will see 
how the Exodus is an act of both redemption and deliv-
erance and the Passover reveals that God’s salvation is 
only possible through submission.

FEBRUARY 23: 

THE PASSOVER
Exodus 12-15

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Exodus 12-15. If you desire, read chapters 6-11 to get the fuller context of the story. 

2. Why did God give such specific instructions to the Israelites to prepare them for their departure? 
 
 
 
 

3. How were the events of the Passover to have a continual impact on the Israelites in the future?  
 
 
 
 

Continue
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4. How is the Passover an ancient sign pointing to the death of Jesus? 
 
 
 
 

5. How would you describe the celebration in Exodus 15?

 
 
 
 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. Exodus 12:23 speaks to the protection of the Lord. Reflect about the Lord’s protection in your own life and 
think about how this verse could encourage you and give you a sense of peace and comfort. 
 
 
 

2. The deliverance of the Hebrews is a sign of God’s presence. The people acknowledged God’s power and pres-
ence by worshipping. Take some time to worship the Lord today and thank him for how he has delivered you 
from the bondage of sin.

 
 
 
DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. Moses gives instructions to the Israelites in Exodus 14:13-14 to help them know how to fight the Egyptians. 
Write down circumstances that you’re facing that require you to stand firm and be still so that the Lord can 
fight for you. What posture do you need to take so that the Lord is fighting for you? 
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2. Exodus 15 is a beautiful worship song of Moses and Miriam. It’s truly a celebration and recognition of God’s 
presence and deliverance. Even if you would not normally do so, write your own song of worship acknowledg-
ing God’s faithfulness, presence, and goodness in your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story?
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What comes to mind when you think of the 
Ten Commandments? For some of us our 
initial reaction is that they are religious 

rules and regulations that we are supposed to follow.  
However, when we understand the context, our per-
spective begins to change. These laws were not given  
to restrict the Israelites’ freedom; they were initiated  
by God’s grace to protect them from the kind of choices 
and lifestyle that could eventually destroy them. The 
Old Testament law was given so that the Israelites could 

be set apart as God’s covenant people. The laws describe 
one’s responsibilities in the covenant community so 
that imperfect people could relate to their God and to 
one another in life-giving ways. Ultimately, the law was 
intended to manifest God’s character to the nations.
     Reading these chapters makes it abundantly clear 
that God is at work not only in the life of Moses but also 
in his covenant nation. He is continuing to write his sto-
ry of redemption and deliverance, not only through the 
Exodus from Egypt, but also in the laws he is giving to 
set apart a people who are to reveal him to the nations. 
Clearly, God is present in the establishment of this new 
nation.

MARCH 1: 

THE TEN  
COMMANDMENTS

Exodus 19-20

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Exodus 19-20. 

2. What does it mean that the Israelites are God’s possession? Isn’t everyone his? So what is the difference? Why 
does he call them a “kingdom of priests”? A “holy nation”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue

Prior to doing this week’s study, view the Bible Project 
video summarizing Exodus 19-40 at hfcinfo.com.
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3. How did the people respond to God’s instructions? Is it significant that they responded as a community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Why is it significant that God spoke these words? How did he validate himself to the Israelites when giving the 
commands? Why is this important? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Why did God focus on telling them not to have any other gods?

 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. Exodus 19:5-6 speaks of the Israelites as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. How does 1 Peter 2:9-11 con-
nect to the Exodus passage and help us understand how we should view ourselves? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How do the Ten Commandments liberate us from our selfishness and help us relate to God and others?
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DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. Look for ways this week to intentionally practice the commandments with a joyful and grateful attitude, re-
membering that the commandments were given for our good as a way to be holy and to be a testimony to the 
people around us. 
 

2. Enter into times of worship this week with the mindset that, like Moses, you are preparing to meet with God. 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story? 
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If you’ve ever traveled with kids, you’ve heard the question, “Are we there yet?” more often than you care to 
admit. If you’re honest, you’ve probably asked the question yourself. You may even be thinking that now as you 
ponder your walk with Christ. You may be asking yourself if you’re ever going to get where you’re supposed to 

be in your faith. As we follow the journey of the Israelites through the wilderness, the storyline of the Exodus slows 
down to provide detailed laws and guidelines about how to live. 
     Before diving into chapters 32-34, it’s worth taking some time to think about the importance of the Tabernacle. 
One area where the Bible gives great detail is in the description of the Tabernacle. The various elements of the Tab-
ernacle provide us with the realization that God wanted the Israelites to understand how he was with them on their 
journey. What was true during the Exodus is true today - God is with us!
     There is an interesting parallel between the creation of the world and the construction of the Tabernacle. Look 
at the chart below to see how the comparison reveals how God’s story is continuing to be lived out in the building 
of the Tabernacle.

MARCH 8: 
ARE WE THERE YET?

Exodus 32-34

Creation of the World

Gen. 1:31 – God saw all that he had made, and it 
was very good. And there was evening, and there 

was morning – the sixth day. 

Gen. 2:1 – Thus the heavens and the earth were 
completed in all their vast array. 

Gen. 2:2 – By the seventh day God had finished the 
work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he 

rested from all his work. 

Ex. 40:33b – And so Moses finished the work.
Ex 39:43 – Moses inspected the work and saw that 
they had done it just as the Lord had commanded. 

So Moses blessed them.

Ex. 39:32 – So all the work on the tabernacle, the 
tent of meeting, was completed. The Israelites did 
everything just as the Lord commanded Moses. 

Ex. 39:43 – Moses inspected the work and saw that 
they had done it just as the Lord had commanded. 

So Moses blessed them. 

Construction of the Tabernacle

     To get a short “tour” of the Tabernacle, watch a video by Kay Warren at hfcinfo.com.

     What is depicted in Exodus 32-34 is the descent of Moses from Mount Sinai as he brings down the Ten Com-
mandments. He is accompanied by Joshua who will eventually become Moses’ successor. As they approach the 
camp, they are greeted by loud noises exposing the brokenness of the Israelites after they chose to practice idolatry. 
Their desire to build the golden calf uncovers the fear and uncertainty that has taken root in their hearts, and they 
feel the need to find a way to control their world by creating something of their own making. At the heart of idola-
try is a desire to control and be in charge. The choice made by the Israelites in the wilderness mirrors the choice of 
Adam and Eve to manage their world in their own way.
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DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Exodus 32-34. 

2. In what ways is Israel’s behavior in Exodus 32:1-6 sinful? What implications does this behavior have for the 
Israelites’ chances to obtain God’s promises? What are the implications for the fulfillment of God’s plan? 
 
 
 

3. Why does Moses plead for the Israelites?  
 
 
 

4. How does God show favor to Moses in chapter 33? 
 
 
 

5. What does God reveal about his character in chapter 34?

 
 
 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. Exodus 33:7-11 mentions the “tent of meeting,” which was where the Lord would speak to Moses face to face. 
While we don’t meet God in the tent of meeting, we have the opportunity to sit in the presence of God through 
his Spirit. Choose to meet with God this week through times of silence, and listen to what he is saying to you 
through his Spirit. Try to spend 15 minutes three times this week meeting with God. Choose three different 
verses or passages as the focus of your time in the “tent of meeting.” Focus on the idea of Presence. Journal 
what you hear from your time with God. 
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DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. Moses was called to lead the people out of Egypt and to help them learn about the character of God by obeying 
the commandments of God. Think of three ways that you can live out God’s call on your life this week - then 
follow through and do it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The golden calf was an idol of the Israelites’ own making. Take time to think about the things that may be idols 
in your life. (Remember, an idol can be anything that is a greater priority than God.) Lay those idols at the feet 
of Jesus as you make the choice to obey God in everything. 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story?
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Holy God, Holy People
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Leviticus, which means the “book of the Levites,” 
picks up where Exodus ended. Moses is in the 
“tent of meeting” with the Lord speaking. He tells 

Moses to “speak to the Israelites and say…” From that 
point on the book outlines the codes for the people and 
the priests so that they can “be holy, because I am holy” 
(Leviticus 11:44-45). It’s important to see that these laws 
are part of God’s covenant and not just religious rites; 
they have to do with relationships. Leviticus is a part of 
the larger narrative of the Pentateuch and must be un-
derstood in light of what happened before and what will 
happen next. Still camped at the base of Mount Sinai, 
the Israelites remain there for a year to receive criti-
cal instructions on how to live and act. These laws are 

designed to keep them safe and protected as they reveal 
what it means for them to be God’s “treasured posses-
sion” (Exodus 19:5) and live as a “kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6). While strange in 
many of its details and difficult to apply to our personal 
lives, the book of Leviticus provides key insights into 
the relational God who says, “I am the Lord your God; 
consecrate yourselves and be holy because I am holy.”

MARCH 15: 

BE HOLY
Leviticus 16, 19

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 
 
Provided below is a simple outline of the structure of the book to provide context for your reading: 
 
Part One 1:1-7:38 Basic instructions for the people and priests on sacrifice 
Part Two 8:1-10:20 Institution of the priesthood  
Part Three 11:1-16:34 Uncleanness and its treatment 
Part Four 17:1-27:34 Instructions for practical holiness (Wenham) 

1. Read Leviticus 16 and 19:1-19.  

2. What are the three key elements of the Day of Atonement practices? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue

To get a better understanding of the structure 
and overall meaning of Leviticus, watch the 

informative Bible Project clip at hfcinfo.com.
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3. What was the purpose of the sacrifice goat? The scapegoat?  
 
 
 

4. What are the differences between the Day of Atonement and Jesus’ death? The similarities? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What theme is repeated throughout chapter 19:1-19? 

 

 
 
 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. The Day of Atonement was designed by God to provide a way for the Israelites to receive God’s grace and 
forgiveness for their sins. Take time to think about God’s grace and forgiveness in your life. Have you deeply 
embraced what Jesus’ atoning work on the cross, once and for all, means for you? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What does it mean that God is holy? What does it matter that you be holy? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Is our growth in holiness a result of God’s work or ours?
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DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. How can you live justly in your relationships and interactions in order to reveal God’s holiness? 
 
 

2. Read chapter 19 again and read the list of instructions given to the people. Identify which ones are hardest for 
you to obey and ask the Spirit to give you power to overcome these choices. Believe, through God’s grace and 
faithfulness, that transformation is possible. 
 
 
 

3. Think about the meaning of this statement: “Through God’s grace we are made holy, and we are set apart for 
service.” How can you apply this truth in your life this week? 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story?
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Look at the map to get a better idea of the route of the Exodus. Notice the location of Kadesh Barnea. If the Israelites 
had listened to the report of Joshua and Caleb and obeyed God, they would have been able to take a short journey to 
Beersheba and had direct access into the land of Canaan. Instead they responded in fear and spent approximately the 
next 40 years living in the wilderness, and they eventually entered the land from the East at Jericho.

Jericho
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The book of Numbers, which derives its name 
from the census in the beginning of the book, 
primarily covers the pilgrimage of Israel 

through the desert from Mount Sinai to the encamp-
ment on the plains of Moab east of the Jordan River. 
The narrative has three major sections based on the 
geographical movement of the Israelites: 

Part One 1:1-10:10 At Sinai
Part Two 10:11-22:1 Near Kadesh
Part Three 22:2-36:13 On the Plains of Moab 

     In order to fully understand the narrative in Num-
bers, it’s important to see how it connects to Genesis 
and Exodus. First, the primary driving force behind ev-
erything is God’s promise/covenant with Abraham that 
his seed would inherit the land of Canaan. Even though 
the Israelites were critical, reluctant, and disobedient, 

God continues to be faithful to his promise. Second, the 
conquest of the land involves the second stage of battle. 
The first stage was carried out by God in a miraculous 
intervention at the Red Sea. The second stage requires 
that his people become involved in the battle in order to 
take ownership of the land. 
     Numbers has many shifts in the storyline, but what 
continues to be apparent is that the wanderings of the 
Israelites reveal that this is God’s Story, that above all, 
God will keep his part of the covenant with Abraham. 
Numbers is a reminder that over and over, God divinely 
provides for his people even in the face of disobedience 
and judgment. 

MARCH 22: 

STUCK IN THE 
WILDERNESS

Numbers 13-14

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Numbers 13-14. 

2. Whose idea was it to explore the land of Canaan? How much of the land did they explore? 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue

View the Bible Project video about the book 
of Numbers to get a good overview of the 

book at hfcinfo.com.
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3. How did the people respond to the report the spies gave? 
 
 
 
 

4. Why are Caleb’s words regarding possessing the land so important? 
 
 
 
 

5. What consequences did the Israelites suffer because of their disobedience? Why do you think their judgment 
was so severe?

 

 
 
 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. Why did Joshua and Caleb respond differently from the other ten spies? What frames your perspective or 
mindset on the situations in your life? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The wilderness account reminds us that we can get “stuck in the status quo” and struggle to experience free-
dom from habits and choices. Take some time to process the choices you make on a consistent basis. Is the 
Spirit revealing habits that are unhealthy and keep you stuck? Take time to pray and ask the spirit to work in 
your heart and mind to change you. 
 
 
 
 

3. Have your “wilderness experiences” been places of maturing or stumbling?
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DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. Numbers 14:17-19 are strong words. How do you think they apply to believers today? To you personally? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Moses was a man, a human being with fallacies; but he also was a man who had the vision to see that his life 
was about God’s glory, not his own. How are you living your life for God’s glory? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story?
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THE SHEMA

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength. These 

commandments that I give you  
today are to be on your hearts.  

Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you 

lie down and when you get up.

Deuteronomy 6:4-7
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We are privy to Moses’ last words. The book 
of Deuteronomy is basically a speech–one 
given by Moses so that the next generation 

–the people born during the wilderness wanderings 
–would hear, in summary, God’s message before they 
would enter the Promised Land. This book has what is 
called a chiastic structure, which helps us see the main 
idea of the book and is highlighted below:

A The Outer Frame – A Look Back (chapters 1-3)
B The Inner Frame – The Great Exhortation 
(chapters 4-11)

C The Central Core – The Stipulations 
of the Covenant (chapters 12-26)

B*The Inner Frame – The Covenant Ceremony 
(chapters 27-30)

A*The Outer Frame – A Look Forward (chapters 31-34) 
(Fee and Stuart)

     Basically, Deuteronomy is a restatement of God’s 
covenant and summarizes how God has been faithful in 
the past, and it looks forward to how the Israelites can 
enjoy God’s favor in the future. This is the opportunity 

for this new generation to commit to being his people, 
holy as he is holy. There are significant, key elements 
in this narrative such as the Shema in 6:4-5, and the 
remembrance of God’s love. Deuteronomy 7:7-8 says, 
“The Lord did not set his affection on you and choose 
you because you were more numerous than other peo-
ples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was 
because the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore 
to your ancestors that he brought you out with a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from 
the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.” Why is this fact 
so important? Because the whole biblical story depends 
on this group of people; God’s love is redeeming them, 
making them his own, and giving them this good land. 
     The final chapter in Deuteronomy tells of Moses’ 
death and Joshua’s succession to leadership. It forms 
a natural bridge to the narrative that continues in the 
book of Joshua.

MARCH 29: 

CHOOSE LIFE
Deuteronomy 29-30

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Deuteronomy 29-30. 
 
 

Continue

View the Bible Project overview of the book 
of Deuteronomy to get a summary of the 
content of the narrative at hfcinfo.com.
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2. What is the purpose of this speech? What does Moses want the people to grasp? 
 
 
 
 

3. He gives the Israelites a quick history lesson. What does he want them to affirm as he summarizes the past 40 
years? 
 
 
 

4. How are his words important to future generations? 
 
 
 
 

5. What do we learn about God’s heart for his children in these two chapters?

 
 
 
 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. How is God still a covenant-making and covenant-keeping God? Think about what that means in your life. 
 
 
 

2. Over and over in these two chapters, Moses talks about choosing life over death. Reflect on those passages and 
let the Spirit show you how you can choose life today. 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Think back to the choices you’ve made in the past. Based on your reading in Deuteronomy what has been the 
impact of choosing life? Of choosing death? 
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DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. What choices can you make today that are life-giving choices both for you and those around you? 
 
 
 

2. These two chapters consistently talk about children and the next generation. How are you helping your  
children and/or people of the next generation see that God is a covenant-making, covenant-keeping God? 
 
 
 
 

3. What are you doing to possess your faith, not just profess it? 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story?
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But as for me and 
my household, we will 
serve the Lord.

Joshua 24:15
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The book of Joshua tells the story of the second 
generation of Israelites, who were former slaves 
in Egypt, and conquered the land of Canaan. 

It is a story of conquest and possession and the fulfill-
ment of the promise that God had given Abraham. The 
book begins after the death of Moses and the succession 
of leadership was given to Joshua. As the mantle of 
leadership is passed to Joshua, we read about incidents 
that parallel events that happened at the beginning of 
Moses’ leadership. Early in the book, chapter 1:5, God’s 
initiative is evident; He says to Joshua, “I will be with 
you.” The connection to Deuteronomy is apparent in a 
number of ways: 

1. Focus on the importance of obeying the Law. “Keep 
this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it” (Joshua 1:8).

2. God’s promise of the land
3. The concern that the Israelites will avoid idolatry 

and be loyal to the one true God 

     The book concludes on a positive note referencing 
that the bones of Joseph are buried at Shechem, evi-
dence that God keeps his covenant with his people. The 
book of Joshua continues the story of God’s redemption 
and presence by bringing closure to the promise of the 
land made in Genesis (and the rest of the Pentateuch) 
and setting the stage for what happens next in Israel’s 
history.

APRIL 5: 

IT ALL BELONGS  
TO GOD
Joshua 4-5, 23-24

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Joshua 4-5 and 23-24. 
 
 

Continue

For more insights, view the Bible Project video 
about the book of Joshua at hfcinfo.com.
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2. How is the crossing of the Jordan similar to the miracle of the Red Sea? How is it dissimilar? 
 
 
 

3. What was the purpose of the setting up the stones beside the river?  
 
 
 

4. How do the events in chapters 4 and 5 establish Joshua as the leader of the Israelites? 
 
 
 
 

5. What are Joshua’s parting words to the Israelites that describe his values and vision for the people?

 

 
 
 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

1. The Israelites are told to possess the land. This speaks to a wholehearted commitment to taking ownership. The 
language of professing your faith is often used, but what would it look like to “possess” your faith? Take some 
time to process that idea. 
 
 

2. Reflect on the ways that God has been faithful to you and kept his promises. What “memorial stones” do you 
have that give testimony to his faithfulness? 
 
 
 
 

3. Joshua challenged the people to make a decision regarding their loyalty to God, and then he backed up his 
challenge by verbalizing his personal response. How are you consistently serving the Lord by the way you live 
your life? 
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DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. The Israelites had an overwhelming challenge as they battled to possess the land of Canaan. What life situation 
seems overwhelming right now? What principles about God’s character and presence can you glean from the 
battle of Jericho that addresses your current circumstances? 
 
 
 

2. Joshua told the people to throw away their foreign gods. What “gods” do you have in your life that come before 
the one true God? 
 
 
 

3. What next steps will you take to show the next generation the faithfulness of God? 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story? 
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Our time in the Old Testament has concluded. This week the focus will shift to the New Testament so that 
we can spend time engaging an important conversation that Jesus has after his death and resurrection. 
Luke 24 gives us a most interesting look into life after the crucifixion as he writes about a conversation 

between two of Jesus’ disciples. 

     This week the study will take a different perspective on the format used so far, and provide space to read and  
reflect on the impact of Easter on our lives. For a video overview of the Emmaus Road story, look at the Bible  

Project explanation of the event at hfcinfo.com.

APRIL 12: 
“THEIR HEARTS BURNED 

WITHIN THEM…THEIR 
EYES WERE OPENED”

Luke 24

DAY ONE:  READ THE PASSAGE 

1. Read Luke 24. 

2. Who are the people we meet in the chapter? Describe the thoughts and emotions of each of the individuals. 
Imagine that you’re with them and seeing and hearing what is being said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue
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3. How would you describe the interactions?

 
 
 
 

 
 

DAY TWO:  REFLECT THE PASSAGE (God, what do you want to say to me?) 

After reading the passage, reflect on the following thoughts by Ruth Haley Barton.

     Luke’s account of Resurrection Sunday includes the story of two dazed and distraught disciples traveling along a 
road from Jerusalem to Emmaus. It was Sunday, the third day of the most traumatic weekend of their lives, and they 
were on a roller coaster of emotion. On Friday, these two disciples along with many others, had witnessed the painful, 
humiliating, and violent death of their beloved leader, teacher, and friend. That night and through the day on Satur-
day they sat with each other in utter despair. And now, on this day, a glimmer of hope had been introduced into the 
situation as some of the women in their group had visited the tomb where Jesus had been buried and found it empty. 
As they left Jerusalem, with more questions than answers, they found themselves “between the now and not yet.”

     That phrase, “between the now and not yet” is a powerful expression of where we find ourselves as disciples of 
Jesus. We know that our redemption is secure because of Jesus’ work on the cross, but we also live in the tension of 
everyday life filled with unknowns and difficulties. What can we learn from the Emmaus Road story that helps us 
live “between the now and not yet?”

     As you ponder that question, take time to reflect on two significant phrases in the passage and think about their 
impact on your walk with Jesus:

• “Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him.”
• “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the  

Scriptures to us?”

     How is the Spirit guiding you to understand the impact of these phrases? 
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DAY THREE:  APPLY THE PASSAGE 

1. One key element in this passage is that the two disciples walked together on the road to Emmaus. They walked 
and talked together, sharing their thoughts, their emotions, and their questions. Who is walking with you on 
your journey of discipleship? Who are you walking with on their journey? Who knows your story? Who shares 
your hurts, joys, questions, and concerns?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. This week, and in the weeks ahead, intentionally build time and space in your life to listen and talk with others 
about things that matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  PRAY THE PASSAGE 

1. Choose a verse or verses that were especially meaningful to you and re-write them in your own words as a 
prayer to your heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Meditate on the verses throughout the day asking the Spirit to guide you into a deeper understanding of God 
and his word. 

3. How were you aware of God’s presence with you this week? How did you see yourself in his story?
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SMALL GROUP RESOURCES
 
As you discuss the questions from each week, consider using the following Bible Project resources to enhance your 
study. Each short clip will provide additional content for discussion and provide new insights into the Old Testa-
ment books highlighted in our study. Videos can be found at hfcinfo.com.

RESOURCES:
 

Beale, G. K. and Kim, Mitchell. God Dwells. Intervarsity Press. Downers Grove, 2014.

Boice, James Montgomery. The Life of Moses: God’s Firsts Deliverer of Israel. P&R Publishing. Phillipsburg, 2018.

Carson, D. A. The God Who Is There. Baker Books. Grand Rapids, 2010.

Duvall, J. Scott, J. Daniel. Grasping God’s Word. Zondervan. Grand Rapids, 2001.

Fee, Gordon D. and Stuart, Douglas. How to Read the Bible Book by Book. Zondervan. Grand Rapids, 2002.

Frazee, Randy. The Story. Zondervan. Grand Rapids, 2011.

Stott, John R. W. Understanding the Bible, Expanded Ed. Zondervan. Grand Rapids, 1999.

Wenham, Gordon J. Exploring the Old Testament. Intervarsity Press. Downers Grove, 2003.
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ADDITIONAL NOTES:



hfcinfo.com


