
   

The Gospel is unstoppable.

“Now I want you to know, brothers, and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the 
gospel.” (Philippians 1:12)

“Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith” 
(Philippians 1:25)

When we embrace the unstoppable gospel: 

• It strengthens our endurance

“…this will mean fruitful labor for me” (Philippians 1:22)

• It sharpens our focus

“I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ 
will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.” (Philippians 1:20)

• It challenges our perspective

“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21)

THE UNSTOPPABLE GOSPEL
Philippians 1:12-26

SERMON NOTES



WEEK THREE DEVOTIONAL
RESILIENT JOY

Even though Paul is writing from prison, he opens this letter with a focus on gratitude. He is grateful to God for the 
Philippians’ earlier ministry (vv. 3-6) and for their ongoing partnership in the gospel (vv. 7-8). Furthermore, he prays 
for God’s continuing work in their lives (vv. 9-11). Foundational to Paul’s gratitude is a mindset that is centered on 
the gospel; in fact, thinking clearly is a repeated theme in this letter. As we develop this type of mindset, our lives will 
overflow with gratitude and meaningful impact.

 (Use these questions to prompt conversation with your family after the sermon.)  

1. Why do you think the Gospel is unstoppable?  What is your role in the Gospel being unstoppable? 

2. Read Philippians 1:18-26. Why do you think Paul rejoices in the midst of hardship? Why doesn’t Paul ask God 
to get rid of the hardship?     

3. How does knowing God wins, and that the Gospel is unstoppable, help you to live with endurance as a 
follower of Jesus? 

4. How does the fact that our human experience on earth, which is temporary, help you live with eternity in 
mind?  

5. How would you define a Gospel-centered life? How do we live Gospel-centered lives?

The “Going Deeper” devotional that accompanies the sermon series provides questions for study, reflection, and application. 
Plan to take several days to answer the questions giving you more time to process and integrate the passage into your life in a 
more meaningful way.

Background to the Study:

View the Bible Project overview on Philippians to get a better idea of the content of the book.        
https://bibleproject.com/explore/philippians/ 

Phil. 1:12-26
Read the passage and highlight the words or phrases that impacted you the most.  

O V E R V I E W  O F  T H E  PA S S A G E

FA M I LY  TA L K

G O I N G  D E E P E R  /  P E R S O N A L  D E V OT I O N S



Information Questions:

1. How did Paul’s house arrest impact the Imperial guards and citizens of Philippi? The believers in Philippi? 

2. Why didn’t Paul become discouraged when other proclaimers of the gospel were motivated by personal ambition? 

3. If Paul understood that death as a believer was gain because he would finally be with Christ, what motivated him to 
embrace life on earth?

Reflective Questions 

1. Paul found peace in his hardship because it helped spread the gospel. In what hardship, or just inconvenience, can 
you choose peace and joy knowing this will draw others to Jesus? 

2. Since the earliest days of Christianity, genuine believers have been motivated by gain and personal ambition. Take a 
few minutes and identify where that could be an issue for you as you minister to others. 

3. The end of this passage gives us a glimpse into Paul’s life with his conflict between personal wishes and desire 
to serve Christ. What conflict do you experience between your personal desires and commitment to sharing the 
gospel?

Application Questions

1. Even under house arrest Paul described himself as having earnest expectation, hope, was not ashamed, and bold. 
What 4 phrases would you use to describe your response to being confined to home during this season? How might 
you need to shift any of these responses so they are in alignment with your faith in God? 

2. Paul’s faith was strengthened by prayer and the Holy Spirit. When and how will you rely on the Holy Spirit this week? 

3. Paul heavily relied on the prayer of believers.  List 3 people you will pray for daily this week AND let them know you 
are doing so - it will greatly encourage them. 



1. How has the gospel been “unstoppable” in your personal spiritual life? 

2. How would you describe a gospel-centered life? How are you living a gospel-centered life? 

3. George mentioned that the gospel must reshape my thinking. How has the gospel:
a. Strengthened your endurance
b. Sharpened your focus
c. Challenged your perspective 

4. What do you think it means in our everyday lives “to live for Christ and to die is gain?” 

5. What does it mean to remain in this world so that you can be a part of others’ progress in the faith? Why does that 
matter? Do you believe that your life matters to someone else’s faith? What does it look like to be part of the faith 
journeys of those in your LLL group?

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

I F  Y O U  H AV E  T I M E ,  P R E PA R E  Y O U R  H E A RT  F O R  W O R S H I P 
O N  J U N E  7  B Y  R E A D I N G  P H I L I P P I A N S  1 : 2 7 - 3 0 .


