
Bridge building moment – “a faith-stretching next step in a relationship”

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19)

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 
squandered his wealth in wild living.” (Luke 15:13)

“When he had come to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and 
here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you.” (Luke 15:17-18)

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing.” (Luke 
15:25)

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But he Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.’” (Luke 15:1-2)

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he 
answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. You 
never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!” (Luke 15:28-30)

“Christians who are no longer sure that God loves and accepts them in Jesus, apart from their present 
spiritual achievements are subconsciously radically insecure persons … Their insecurity shows itself in 
pride, a fierce, defensive assertion of their own righteousness, and defensiveness of others.”
 – Richard Lovelace, Dynamics of Spiritual Life

GROUNDED IN GRACE
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

For the past five years, Hershey Free Church has been engaged in the mission of helping the people 
in our church family Live with Jesus, Love like Jesus, and Leading Others to do the Same. This mission 
is deeply rooted in the heart of God evidenced by Jesus’s words in Matthew 28 to make disciples of all 
people.  

For the next six weeks, the sermon series will focus on intentional ways that we can carry out the Live 
Love Lead mission of Hershey Free Church by building bridges not barriers.  We all have opportunities to 
engage people in our families, our neighborhoods, and our workplaces with the kindness, care, and grace 
that reflects God’s goodness to us. As we study God’s word for the next several weeks, let’s prayerfully 
and intentionally look for ways to be bridge builders.

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guide where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week in God’s word. Each of the three 
days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into 
God’s word. 

Luke 4:18-19, Luke 15: In Luke 4, Jesus begins his ministry by announcing the year of the Lord’s 
“welcome.” With these words, Jesus announced the way that God was now extending his grace and 
building bridges towards others, even those who were often considered outsiders. Not surprisingly, a 
repeated criticism from the religious elite is that Jesus is too welcoming—he eats with tax collectors and 
sinners.

In responding to this criticism, Jesus tells a parable of two sons. The story highlights the reality of God’s 
grace, and how we can miss out on it in different ways. In examining this story, we will see that bridge 
builders are those who live in and live out the transforming grace of God. This message focuses on the 
“why” question—why we should build bridges.

W E E K  T W O :  L U K E  1 4 : 1 8 - 1 9 ,  L U K E  1 5

B U I L D  A  B R I D G E



Read Slowly read the Parable of the Lost Son again.  

• Why do you think the father gave the son his inheritance when he most likely knew he would not use 
it wisely? Have you asked God for something that you weren’t ready to use wisely?

• What do you learn from the father’s response to the son’s return?

Reflect on the situations that cause you to respond like the older son. When do you find yourself 
responding in anger or frustration over a situation that seems unfair? Do you think the older son ever 
reconciled with his brother? Why or why not? 

Respond by looking for ways to extend grace to people with whom you struggle or, in your own mind, 
you think don’t deserve grace.

D A Y  T H R E E

Read the Parable of the Prodigal son in Luke 15. This parable is rich in meaning as we explore the 
relationships that occur in the story. Take time to think about each of the characters in the parable.  

• With whom do you most identify? Why?
• The name of the parable is the “Parable of the Lost Son.”  Which son do you think was lost? What are 

the different ways we can look at the idea of being “lost”?

Reflect on a time(s) that you have felt lost. What causes people to feel lost?   

Respond by looking for opportunities to really listen to someone who is hurting or struggling with a 
situation in their life. Take the time to truly be present with him or her.

D A Y  T W O

Read Luke 4:18-19. These two verses, first stated in Isaiah 61, declare an important message for all 
believers. Jesus’ words, spoken in his hometown of Nazareth, were initially received positively, but shortly 
after they were spoken, the people of Nazareth turned against Jesus because he wasn’t bringing them 
the release from the Roman government as they desired. Instead, Jesus was delivering a message that 
showed his concern for the marginalized and hurting. His message is the same today; it is a powerful 
reminder that we are being sent to the poor, the hurting, and the marginalized. We are being called to go 
beyond our assumptions and prejudices to declare his word and bring unity to one another. 

• How does Jesus define his mission?
• What does the declaration of his mission mean to you?

Reflect on these verses, paying special attention to the first phrase in verse 18. Think about what it means 
to you to experience the Spirit of the Lord on you. 

Respond by identifying someone to whom you can build a bridge by the way you reveal the good news 
of Jesus either by word or action.

D A Y  O N E



P R E PA R E YO U R H E A R T F O R W O R S H I P N E X T W E E K 
BY R E A D I N G LU K E 10 A N D J O H N 13-17.

1. What does it mean to you to be a bridge builder who lives in and lives out of God’s transforming 
grace? 

2. Pastor George shared that Luke’s gospel is filled with examples of Jesus reaching out to the 
marginalized or unwelcomed people. Talk about the people with whom you struggle to be a giver of 
grace. 

3. Discuss this statement, “If I don’t think I need grace, then I can’t receive it and the result is I can’t give 
it.” How could this statement be true in the life of a believer? 

4. What happens to our souls if we don’t become “grace-givers”? 

5. Ultimately, the story of the lost son is a story of grace. However, Luke doesn’t conclude this story with 
a “happily ever after” ending. How would you end this story?

S M A L L  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

1. What questions do you have from what Pastor George shared today? 

2. Take some time to read Luke 15:11-32. Who do you identify with from this passage? Why do you identify 
with that person? 

3. What keeps you from experiencing God’s grace? Why do you think grace is necessary? Why should God 
give you grace? 

4. When is it hardest for you to experience and share God’s grace? How can you live in God’s grace more 
so you can then live it out? Spend some time praying to fully understand God’s grace and for a desire to 
share it with others. 

F A M I LY  T A L K


