
“As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” (John 17:18)

 

Be Like, Unlike, and Engaged.

LIVE SENT
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

For the past five years, Hershey Free Church has been engaged in the mission of helping the people 
in our church family Live with Jesus, Love like Jesus, and Leading Others to do the Same. This mission 
is deeply rooted in the heart of God evidenced by Jesus’s words in Matthew 28 to make disciples of all 
people.  

For the next six weeks, the sermon series will focus on intentional ways that we can carry out the Live 
Love Lead mission of Hershey Free Church by building bridges not barriers.  We all have opportunities to 
engage people in our families, our neighborhoods, and our workplaces with the kindness, care, and grace 
that reflects God’s goodness to us. As we study God’s word for the next several weeks, let’s prayerfully 
and intentionally look for ways to be bridge builders.

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guide where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week in God’s word. Each of the three 
days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into 
God’s word. 

The reading this week reveals Jesus’ bridge building and hospitality that is seen throughout the Gospels. 
One of the most dramatic examples comes shortly before his arrest, as he shares a meal with his disciples 
and washes their feet. What becomes apparent in this scene is this: not only does this act communicate 
Christ’s love for them, it is also giving them an example to follow. He is now sending them out as agents 
of his grace—they are to live sent!

If we are to be willing to invest the time and energy necessary for building bridges with others, we 
need to realize that we have been “sent.” So, where are you sent? This message focuses on the “where” 
question—where can you build bridges?

W E E K  T H R E E :  L U K E  1 0 ,  J O H N  1 3 - 1 7

B U I L D  A  B R I D G E



Read John 17. This chapter is a powerful reminder of Jesus’ love for his children as we read how he prayed 
for the disciples and all believers.  

• What is the focus of Jesus’ prayer for the disciples? For the believers?

Reflect on verse 23 and how Jesus is calling you to live a life of unity with him and with others.

Respond by intentionally choosing to live in a manner that gives God glory. (This is easier said than 
done.) Focus on responding in situations in a counter-cultural way.

D A Y  T H R E E

Read John 15 and 16 to get a sense of the message Jesus is sharing with his disciples. With whom to you 
most identify? Why? 

• In chapter 15, Jesus is using the image of a gardener caring for the vines. When he says “he is the true 
vine,” what is he claiming about himself? What does it mean to you to abide or remain in Jesus?

• Chapter 16 gives us a look into the work of the Holy Spirit. Verses 1-16 describe what the Holy Spirit 
does in the life of the disciple. List the different ways that the Holy Spirit works.

Reflect today on how the Holy Spirit has worked in your life by spending 10 minutes “remaining in Jesus.” 

Respond by thanking God for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Pray for awareness of how he is guiding you 
today.

D A Y  T W O

Read John 13 and 14 to get an overview of the scene. This is a critical moment for the disciples. Jesus 
is giving them important messages about living as his disciples after his earthly ministry is concluded. 
There are several overarching messages in these two chapters.  

• Look specifically at John 13: 12-17 and 34-35.  What lifestyle patterns are revealed in these verses 
that describe what it looks like to “live sent”?

• Review John 14: 15-21 and 25-27.  What is the role of the Spirit is helping us “live sent”?

Reflect on the scene revealed in these chapters. Imagine yourself in the room. How do you think you 
would have responded to Jesus’ actions and words? 

Respond with a prayer of acknowledgment that the Spirit is at work in you. Pay attention to how he is 
leading you today.

D A Y  O N E



P R E PA R E YO U R H E A R T F O R W O R S H I P N E X T W E E K 
BY R E A D I N G LU K E 19 A N D J O H N 4.

1. Nik referred to Tim Keller’s idea that believers should: Be like. Be unlike. Be engaged. Discuss what 
you think this means. 

2. What does it mean to be a Christ-follower who is an “ordinary person who acts in extraordinary 
ways?” 

3. John 17: 18 states, “As you have sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.”  How did 
the Father send Jesus into the world? What does this say to us about how we are being sent? 

4. Why is it important to realize that we need to be led by the Spirit if we are truly going to “live sent”? 

5. What does this question mean to you, “Are you driving the mission or is the mission driving you?” 
Why does it matter that we are driven by the mission?

S M A L L  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

1. What questions do you have from what Pastor Nik shared today? 

2. Read John 17:1-18 together. What stands out to you from this passage? What does it mean for you to live 
sent? 

3. When we talk about living as believers who are sent to share the gospel, what does this look like for you? 
How do you do this well? When is this difficult for you? 

4. How can you practically live on mission this week as someone who is sent to build bridges and have 
gospel centered interactions? 

F A M I LY  T A L K


