
“On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?’ 

‘What is written in the Law?’ he replied. ‘How do you read it?’

He answered, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  

‘You have answered correctly,’ Jesus replied.  ‘Do this and you will live.’

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’” (Luke 10:25-29)

Serving—What does this involve?

• Be specific 

• Be realistic 

• Be resourceful

 

SERVING
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

For the past five years, Hershey Free Church has been engaged in the mission of helping the people 
in our church family Live with Jesus, Love like Jesus, and Leading Others to do the Same. This mission 
is deeply rooted in the heart of God evidenced by Jesus’s words in Matthew 28 to make disciples of all 
people.  

For the next six weeks, the sermon series will focus on intentional ways that we can carry out the Live 
Love Lead mission of Hershey Free Church by building bridges not barriers.  We all have opportunities to 
engage people in our families, our neighborhoods, and our workplaces with the kindness, care, and grace 
that reflects God’s goodness to us. As we study God’s word for the next several weeks, let’s prayerfully 
and intentionally look for ways to be bridge builders.

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guide where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week in God’s word. Each of the three 
days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into 
God’s word. 

This week’s study looks at the parable of the Good Samaritan. Jesus tells a provocative parable to show us 
what service looks like. What does it look like to serve others and be for them? What skills are needed to 
do this well? Ultimately, Jesus argues that you can’t follow him without serving others.

As you study the parable, keep in mind the Great Commandment that Jesus gave. It’s not enough to 
believe the truth of the commandment, it’s important to practice it. The way we show our love for God is 
by loving others and one of the intentional ways to show love is through service. There isn’t a more timely 
message for Christ-followers as we become bridge builders in a divided country.

W E E K  F I V E :  L U K E  1 0 : 2 5 - 3 7

B U I L D  A  B R I D G E



Read the passage in a modern translation such as the Message.

• What new insights did you gain by reading it in a less familiar version?
• Why did Jesus say that practicing the Great Commandment was the way to eternal life?

Reflect on the connection between knowing what to do and doing it. Have you made serving a way of 
life?

Respond by making a commitment to being a bridge builder with people this week through serving 
their needs.

D A Y  T H R E E

Read the passage again. 

• Why do you think Jesus chose to go into detail about how the Samaritan helped the injured man?
• What do his actions tell you about his view of love and serving?

Reflect on the way you show compassion to others. What motivates you to care and serve someone? 

Respond by praying for an opportunity to serve someone who is outside of your regular group of friends.

D A Y  T W O

Read Luke 10: 25-37.  

• Think about the characters in the story; the lawyer, the priest, the Levite, the Samaritan, the 
wounded man. Who would those people be in our time?

• Why do you think the priest and the Levite ignored the injured man?

Reflect on the scene. Be honest with yourself. What do you think you would have done in the same 
situation? 

Respond by thinking about the people in your life who need help. Decide to reach out and serve one of 
them today.

D A Y  O N E



P R E PA R E YO U R H E A R T F O R W O R S H I P N E X T W E E K 
BY R E A D I N G J O H N 3:1-21A N D E P H E S I A N S 4:25-32.

1. Pastor George made a statement that in this culture we desperately need Christians to stop saying 
we love everyone if it becomes an excuse to not love someone. What does this statement mean for 
you as a way of life? 

2. Discuss how Jesus defined a neighbor.  

3. Why is serving others hard?  What barriers do we face in serving others? 

4. How does the meaning of the story change when we realize that we are the injured man beside the 
road in need of saving and care? How does that change the way we look at others? 

5. Take time to affirm one another’s giftedness and share how you see the people in your group 
serving one another by the way they use their gifts. 

6. Pray for one another to commit to being bridge builders.

S M A L L  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

1. What questions do you have from what Pastor George shared today? What does serving mean to you? 
What are the differences between serving yourself versus serving others? 

2. Read Luke 10:25-37 together. Based on this passage, how would you define service? Why do you think 
the Samaritan stopped to help the hurt man? 

3. What are your gifts and how could you use them to serve others? Who could you serve this week? Take 
some time praying that God would direct you in how to serve others this week and that you would act in 
those moments.  

F A M I LY  T A L K


