
Seeing

“Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, ‘Come, see a 
man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?’ They came out of the town and 
made their way toward him. Meanwhile his disciples urged him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ But he said to 
them, ‘I have food to eat that you know nothing about.’ Then his disciples said to each other, ‘Could 
someone have brought him food?’ ‘My food,’ said Jesus, ‘is to do the will of him who sent me and to 
finish his work. Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes 
and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.’” (John 4:28-35)

Serving

“In reply Jesus said: ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 
So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, 
as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.’” (Luke 10:30-33)

“Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.” (1 Peter 2:12)

Sharing

“Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.” (1 Peter 2:12)

Sharing the Gospel = Sharing Good News!

TELL THE STORY
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

For the past five years, Hershey Free Church has been engaged in the mission of helping the people 
in our church family Live with Jesus, Love like Jesus, and Leading Others to do the Same. This mission 
is deeply rooted in the heart of God evidenced by Jesus’s words in Matthew 28 to make disciples of all 
people.  

For the next six weeks, the sermon series will focus on intentional ways that we can carry out the Live 
Love Lead mission of Hershey Free Church by building bridges not barriers.  We all have opportunities to 
engage people in our families, our neighborhoods, and our workplaces with the kindness, care, and grace 
that reflects God’s goodness to us. As we study God’s word for the next several weeks, let’s prayerfully 
and intentionally look for ways to be bridge builders.

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guide where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week in God’s word. Each of the three 
days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into 
God’s word. 

This week our study will focus on remembering that, ultimately, Jesus Christ is the bridge to relationships.  
His redemptive work on the cross is the reason we have a message to share. Everything we do, every 
conversation we have, is an opportunity to point people to Jesus. 

W E E K  S E V E N :  J O H N  4 : 3 5 ,  L U K E  1 0 : 2 5 - 3 7 ,  1  P E T E R  2 : 1 2 ,  1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 5 : 3 - 6

B U I L D  A  B R I D G E



Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-11

• Paul reminds the believers at Corinth of the gospel message. How would you define the word 
gospel? Why is the gospel message so important?

• What is the key to Paul’s ability to preach the gospel?  
• How does what we believe about the gospel translate to the way we proclaim the gospel?

Reflect on what it means to preach the gospel. What holds you back from sharing the gospel with others?

Respond by identifying at least one person with whom you can share the message of the gospel, and 
then take steps to talk to that person without fear, in the confidence that God is with you.

D A Y  T H R E E

Read 1 Peter 2:11-12

• How do we know that Peter felt strongly about what he was saying? How should that impact the way 
we read these verses? 

• Why is it so important to abstain from sinful desires?
• What does Peter mean when he states, “live such good lives among the pagans that even though 

they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God?”   

Reflect on the phrase, “abstain from sinful desires.” Peter uses really strong words in this verse. Is it really 
that important to abstain from sinful desires? Think about your own life and identify those desires and 
confess the hold they have on your life.

Respond by implementing the truth of verse 12. Practice living an honorable life that consistently shows 
Jesus Christ to others. Start today by choosing to live above the criticism and cutting remarks people may 
say about you, and live a life worthy of Christ.

D A Y  T W O

Read John 4:31-38 We pick up our reading at the conclusion of Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan 
woman. Pay special attention to the focus of the disciples versus the Jesus’ emphasis. 

• What did the disciples want Jesus to do? Why do you think they were so focused on getting him to 
eat something?

• What was Jesus trying to teach the disciples? How does the illustration of sewing and reaping relate 
to God’s mission?

Reflect on the interaction between Jesus and the disciples. Why do you think Jesus explained his mission 
by using an illustration rather than a direct teaching? How do you think the disciples responded when 
they heard the example Jesus gave?

Respond by taking Jesus’s words to heart. How are you sowing seeds of God’s mission into the lives of 
others?  Can you think of a time when you reaped because someone else sowed? How does the rhythm 
of sowing and reaping help us understand how the body of Christ works together?

D A Y  O N E



1. How did the stories shared on Sunday encourage and challenge you?  

2. We are in a harvest season right now. Discuss what it means for us to open our eyes and see the 
fields ripe for harvest. What would happen if the fields weren’t harvested? What happens when we 
don’t “harvest” spiritually? 
 

3. What is our motivation for proclaiming the good news of Jesus to others?  

4. What does it mean to you to live honorably? How have you succeeded? How have you failed? 
Remember, we all succeed and fail at times! 

5. What happens when we are the ones being influenced by the ways and evils of the world? How do 
they entice you and lead you away from God’s loving and best plan for you? 

6. What does it mean that we are here on this earth to live and learn, to experience and grow? How 
can this mindset help us personally and passionately to know Christ more so others can see Christ 
exhibited in us? 

7. Take time to pray that each person will have a renewed passion to have more intentional gospel-
focused conversations.

S M A L L  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

1. What would it look like for you to practically put into action “seeing, serving, and sharing” with the people 
in your spheres of influence? 

2. When you think of sharing your story and the power of the Gospel with other people, what does that 
look like for you? 

3. Read 1 Peter 2:11-12 together. What stands out to you from this passage? What does this passage teach 
you about living for Jesus in the world that is not our home? 

4. What stops you from sharing the good news with others? What would it take for you to begin the 
conversation about the gospel with someone this week?    

F A M I LY  T A L K

P R E PA R E F O R W O R S H I P N E X T W E E K BY R E A D I N G 
T H E F O L LO W I N G PA S S AG E S:

MAT T H E W 22:15-22 A N D R O MA N S 13:1-7


