
“Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. ‘Teacher,’ they 
said, ‘we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, 
because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?’ But Jesus, 
knowing their evil intent, said, ‘You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax.’ They brought him a 
denarius, and he asked them, ‘Whose image is this? And whose inscription?’ ‘Caesar’s,’ they replied. Then he said to them, ‘So give back to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.’” (Matthew 22:15-21)

Jesus warns against two dangers:
• political complacency
• political supremacy

With whom do I feel the greatest connection: People who agree with my politics but don’t share my faith? Or…People who 
share my faith but don’t agree with my politics?

We come under the authority of government, but our ultimate allegiance is to God.

Putting this into practice
1. Pursue biblical wisdom.

CREATION
• Human dignity/value
• Value of opportunity and responsibility
• Freedom of conscience/religion
• Value of family and community
• Vision of shalom

FALL
• Pervasiveness of sin/brokenness
• Need for government
• Justice—“giving people what they are due—as those created in God’s image”

REDEMPTION
• The focus of God’s work—his church
• We have dual citizenship
• We are to be a “counter culture for the common good”

RESTORATION
• We are to be people of hope

Political Questions:
* Does this foster human flourishing?
* Does this further the cause of justice?

2. Recognize that Christianity is political but not partisan.
3. Be active in church.

“Above all, you must live as citizens (politeuomai) of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ.” 
(Philippians 1:27, NLT)
“But our citizenship (politeuma) is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20)

4. Be people of hope.

Recommended Resources:
• https://www.nae.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/For-the-Health-of-the-Nation_spreads.pdf (“For the Health of the Nation” by the National Association of 

Evangelicals)
• David Platt, Before You Vote: Seven Questions Every Christian Should Ask
• Jonathan Leeman, How the Nations Rage: Rethinking Faith and Politics in a Divided Age

POLITICS
S E R M O N  N O T E S

https://www.nae.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/For-the-Health-of-the-Nation_spreads.pdf


Description for Series 

Several years ago, a national research study examined the different political groupings at work in 
American society; they concluded that a large number of people are part of the “exhausted majority.” 
Maybe that’s how you feel right now - exhausted and frustrated with the division, polarization, and 
tension that’s present in our culture.

As we go through this unexpected season, our church is working on building bridges with others. Yet, 
to do that well means that we may have to overcome certain cultural factors that separate us from one 
another. So, how do we do that well? Given the reality of divisive political and social issues, in this series 
we will discuss how can we “bridge the divide” both inside and outside the church. 

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guide where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week in God’s word. Each of the three 
days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into 
God’s word. 

This week our study focuses on understanding how Jesus responded to the political environment in his 
culture and Paul’s teaching on submission to governmental authority.  

W E E K  O N E :  M A T T H E W  2 2 : 1 5 - 2 2 ,  R O M A N S  1 3 : 1 - 7

B R I D G I N G  T H E  D I V I D E

Read Matthew 22:15-22. 

• Name the two groups that came to Jesus. Why was it so unusual to see these two groups of people 
together? 

•  What was their motive in coming to Jesus? 

•  How did the Pharisees describe Jesus’s character? How did they describe his teaching?

Reflect on this scene. When have you used insincere flattery to demean another person? When have you 
had demeaning thoughts about a person that you didn’t verbalize? What was behind those thoughts?

Respond by acknowledging inappropriate attitudes or actions toward another person. Confess the 
attitudes and actions to God and, if convicted, humbly go to the person and make it right with them. 

D A Y  O N E



Read Romans 13:1-7.

• Paul reminds the believers at Corinth of the gospel message. How would you define the word, 
gospel? Why is the gospel message so important? 

• What is the key to Paul’s ability to preach the gospel?   

• How does what we believe about the gospel translate to the way we proclaim the gospel?

Reflect on what it means to preach the gospel. What holds you back from sharing the gospel with others?

Respond by identifying at least one person with whom you can share the message of the gospel, and 
then take steps to talk to that person without fear, in the confidence that God is with you.

D A Y  T H R E E

Read Matthew 22:15-22 again.

• How did Jesus respond to the false praise he was given? 

• What object did he use to illustrate his answer? 

• How did Jesus respond and avoid getting embroiled in a political struggle? 

Reflect on the scene. What did it show you about engaging in a difficult political situation? How can you 
use discernment in tense conversations where there are differing views represented?

Respond by seeking God’s heart and asking for wisdom in engaging people that have different political 
views, keeping in mind that we want to be bridge builders.

D A Y  T W O



1. What was one personal takeaway from the sermon?  

2. Read the Matthew 22 passage. How does Jesus’ response to a trick question give us a framework for 
thinking politically? 

3. George shared 4 main points in his sermon. Discuss how these points apply to you as a group and to all of 
us as a church.

• Pursue biblical wisdom.
• Recognize Christianity is political but not partisan.
• Be active in church.
• Politics is our responsibility, but Jesus is our hope. 

4. How do we interact in a Christ-like way with those who disagree with us on political issues? 

5. How can we be salt and light in a politically partisan climate? Why does it matter that we are salt and light? 

6. Take time to pray for each other and Hershey Free Church as we wrestle with how to reflect Christ and honor 
one another well.

S M A L L  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

1. What stood out to you from what Pastor George talked about today? What questions or thoughts do you 
have from what was shared? 

2. How do you engage with people who disagree with you? How do you become a person who can engage 
with people well even if you fundamentally disagree? 

3. Read Matthew 22:15-22 together. How can you allow God to define your views, rather than try to fit God 
into your viewpoints? How can you continue to love and care for people who have different views? 

4. Take some time and watch this YouTube video. After you watch this video, ask God to help you to hold 
tightly to these truths and to allow for him to be the Rock and Hope you hold onto in difficult times. 

F A M I LY  T A L K

P R E PA R E F O R W O R S H I P N E X T W E E K BY R E A D I N G 
T H E F O L LO W I N G PA S S AG E S:

P H I L I P P I A N S 2:1-4 A N D J AM E S 3:13-18

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVE-xXFDOwg

