
“The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 
faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not 
leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the 
third and fourth generation.” (Exodus 34:6-7)

Understanding God’s Character

Verse 6:
• Compassionate
• Gracious
• Slow to anger
• Abounding in love
• And faithfulness

Verse 7:
• Maintaining love to thousands
• Forgiving wickedness
• Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished

“…punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate 
me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.” 
(Exodus 20:5-6)

Why is this important?

“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made 
him known.” (John 1:17-18)

How should we respond?

“Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. ‘Lord, he said, ‘if I have found favor in your eyes, then 
let the Lord go with us…” (Exodus 34:8-9)

HIS CHARACTER
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

There’s no question that this is an unexpected Christmas season, and we are ready for this pandemic 
to be over. However, while we sense a deep need for our circumstances to change, we actually have a 
deeper need, whether we realize it or not. Ultimately, our deepest need is to know God and be known by 
him, and the message of Christmas shows God revealing himself to us.

In different ways, the Bible reveals the story of God and his creation—it’s a story that moves from 
creation and fall to restoration and redemption. At the heart of this story is the character of God. Within 
that all-encompassing story, there are key moments of revelation—moments in which God defines and 
reveals himself. The ultimate and culminating revelation of God’s identity is Jesus Christ, whose birth we 
celebrate at Christmas.

During this series, we will focus on key moments of revelation, culminating in the revelation of God in 
Christ. Central to the Christmas story is God revealing himself to us—he desires to be known!

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guide where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week in God’s word. Each of the three 
days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into 
God’s word. 

In last week’s study, God reveals his name to Moses. This week’s study brings us face to face with the 
revelation of God’s Divine Character. As you study this week, keep in mind that, because God is perfectly 
integrated, his character cannot be separated from his name. In Exodus 3 the question, “Who is God,” is 
answered by the revelation of his name. The questions that are being addressed this week in the God 
Reveals series are:

• What is God like?
• What sort of God is he?
• How does he characteristically behave?
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B R I D G I N G  T H E  D I V I D E



Read Exodus 34: 5-8. Read these verses paying special attention to the way God describes who he is.

• What do we learn about God in these verses? How does he describe himself?
• How does God’s description of himself help us understand that God, is by nature, a relational God?  

Why did God want Moses to understand his character?
• Why did Moses choose a posture of worship in response to God’s revelation?

Reflect on the phrase “abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” How should these distinctives help 
us relate to God, especially during difficult times?

Respond by taking time to worship. Just as we see Moses worshiping God, our response to his character 
should lead us to a posture of surrender and worship.

D A Y  T H R E E

Read Exodus 34:1-10.

• Why does God instruct Moses to chisel another set of stone tables? What happened to the first set?  
How would you feel if you had to do that work again?

• Why does God specify that not even the flocks and herds can graze in front of the mountain?
• Why is it significant that God came down to Moses and stood with him?

Reflect on this passage and imagine that you are Moses. What do you think are his thoughts as he climbs 
the mountain to meet God a second time? Do you think he’s anticipating his interaction with God with 
thoughts of joy or trepidation? What thoughts or past experiences influence your thinking when you 
anticipate meeting with God?

Respond by praising God for who he is. Thank him for his commitment to be with you and to always 
remain true to his character.

D A Y  T W O

Read Exodus 33 to get a better background to the context of Exodus 34. As chapter 33 opens, Moses is in 
a difficult situation. He has been called to lead the Israelites to the Promised Land, but the people have 
chosen to ignore the pledge they made to worship the one true God and have created a god of their own 
making. Moses stands between God and the people. Focus on verses 12-23 for the study today.

• Moses reiterates his earlier conversation with God (Exodus 3) in verses 12-13. Why does Moses ask 
God who will go with him? Why does he say, “If you have found favor with me, teach me your ways.”

• How does God answer Moses’ inquiry about who will go with him? (verse 14)
• Why do you think God would not let Moses see his face? Why did Moses ask to see God’s glory? What 

does it mean that God was willing to let Moses experience his goodness? (verses 19-20)

Reflect on the scene in Exodus 33 and imagine that you are Moses. He asks God to see his glory? Have 
you ever asked to see God’s glory? What does it mean to you to experience the glory and goodness of 
God?

Respond by writing what it means for you to experience the presence, the glory, and the goodness of 
God in your life?

D A Y  O N E



1. Ask the members in your group to write down 5 words that they would use to describe themselves. Take time to 
affirm and encourage the group members in what they have written.   

2. Have each person write down 5 words they would use to describe God. Discuss their responses and look for 
similarities and differences in their responses. Ask the group members to share why they chose those words to 
describe God. 

3. How would you answer the following questions:
• What is God like?
• What sort of God is he?
• How does he characteristically behave? 

4. The Israelites created a golden calf because they wanted a God they could see. They hadn’t come to a place where 
they could completely trust in a God that they could not see. What are the ways we create a god of our own making? 
Why are we tempted to create God in our image? 

5. What is the seeming disconnect between verse 6 and verse 7?  What do you think God meant when he said, 
“maintaining love to thousands…and punishes the children and their children..to the 3rd and 4th generations?” Why 
is it hard to synthesize these seemingly contradictory verses? 

6. What has COVID revealed about our flawed understanding of God’s character? Why is it hard to trust in a God when 
we don’t fully understand his ways? 

S M A L L  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

1. What questions or thoughts do you have from what was shared? Take some time and have everyone answer Pastor 
George’s question: What are five ways you would describe your personality? What are five terms or ways you would 
describe God? 

2. Take some time to read Exodus 34:5-8. What stands out to you or surprises you about how God defines himself (v. 
6-7)? Why do you think God defines himself in this way? 

3. How do people tend to misunderstand who God is? Why do you think people can misunderstand God? 

4. How should you investigate and understand who God is? Why do you think it is easy to assume who God is, rather 
than investigate and know who he is? 

5. Spend time asking God to help you fully know him and his character. Pray together that as a family, you can know 
more about who God is and what that means for each of you. Consider spending time as a family searching Scripture 
for the character of God and take time to ponder the implications for your lives. 
 
Below are some helpful links for families and small groups to explore in more depth what scripture says about the 
character of God: 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/character-of-god-series/ 

https://www.openbible.info/topics/character_of_god

F A M I L Y  T A L K

PREPARE FOR WORSHIP NEXT WEEK BY READING THE 
FOLLOWING PASSAGES:

HEBREWS 1:1-4

https://bibleproject.com/explore/character-of-god-series/ 
https://www.openbible.info/topics/character_of_god

