
I can live life fully when _____________________________.

“David again brought together all the able young men of Israel—thirty thousand. He and all his men 
went to Baalah in Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name 
of the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim on the ark.” (2 Samuel 6:1-2)

“David was afraid of the Lord that day and said, ‘How can the ark of the Lord ever come to me?’” (2 
Samuel 6:9)

“When those who were carrying the ark of the Lord had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a 
fattened calf. Wearing a linen ephod, David was dancing before the Lord with all his might…” (2 
Samuel 6:13-14)

Worship – acknowledging who God is and doing what he says.

“When David returned home to bless his household, Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet him 
and said, ‘How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, going around half-naked in full view 
of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!” (2 Samuel 6:20)

“Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your presence, Lord.” 
(Psalm 89:15)

“Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.” 
(2 Samuel 7:16)

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, 
and your labor on what does not satisfy?... Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.” (Isaiah 55:1-3)

KING DAVID
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

LOVE THIS BOOK: Shaped by God’s Story will take us further into the narrative of God by introducing 
us to ordinary people as they wrestled with their circumstances and how to respond to the events in 
their culture. We will meet real people who were less than perfect in their obedience to God but often 
continued to pursue him even in the midst of their struggle. We will also meet people who seemingly 
never truly understood what it looked like to follow God’s ways. 

Engaging the Study:

1. Begin each study with expectant prayer. Ask the Spirit to guide your thoughts as you read the passage 
and engage the questions. Then, conclude your time with a prayer that seeks how you can apply what 
you gleaned from the study during your day.

2. For this study, we will use the rhythm of Read, Reflect, and Respond. Read the passages several times 
during the week and then take three days to engage the questions. The Read portion of the study will 
help you gain information about the story, the Reflect portion will help you focus on the formational 
element of your faith journey, and the Respond portion will allow you to act on how the Spirit is 
prompting you from your study.

3. You are encouraged to journal your thoughts as you engage the passages.
4. Use the links on hfcinfo.com to connect you to additional resources that will expand your 

understanding of the passages.
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2 Samuel 6-7, Psalm 89
 
If you could describe your life’s greatest moments, what would they be? For David, the iconic king of Israel, a high 
point of his reign was unifying the country and establishing Jerusalem as its capital. Yet, in describing this scene, the 
author of Samuel does not focus on David’s military skill or his political prowess— he focuses on David’s worship. 
Furthermore, as David worships in response to God’s character and promises, he experiences great freedom. He 
freely worships God while the ark of the covenant is brought to Jerusalem. In reality, at the heart of God’s covenant is 
freedom—this week’s study will ask the question, “do you know this freedom?”

For a more complete view of David’s personal life and reign as king, view the Bible Project 
video on hfcinfo.com.

https://hfcinfo.com/video-links
https://hfcinfo.com/part2


READ 2 Samuel chapter 6. David has decided to move the ark to Jerusalem and goes about transporting 
it with great celebration. From the text, it appears that David chose to move the ark without first 
inquiring of God and did so without following the guidelines described in the Torah. That decision results 
in death, anger, and fear.

• Why is David able to praise and worship with freedom and joy when the ark is moved a second time?
• Why does David offer both burnt offerings and fellowship offerings as a sacrifice to the Lord? 

REFLECT on how obedience gives freedom in your soul and in your relationships with others.

RESPOND by examining your motives when talking or acting in public. Is your goal to lift yourself up or 
glorify God?

DAY ONE

READ 2 Samuel 7. This chapter is one of the key passages in the Old Testament as it makes known 
the Davidic Covenant. God responds to David’s desire to build a house for the ark of the covenant by 
revealing to him that it is his heir who will build the structure that will contain the ark. In stating this, God 
also reveals that David’s house and his kingdom will endure forever. 

• What are the key elements of the covenant God makes with David?
• What does the covenant reveal about God’s redemptive story? 

REFLECT on the grace God shows David in the covenant he reveals to him. How is your story also a story 
of grace rooted in the covenant God made with David?

RESPOND by meditating on the grace you have been shown and choose intentionally to show grace to 
someone who has hurt or offended you in some way.

DAY TWO



READ Psalm 89, which glorifies God’s faithfulness, reviews God’s covenant with David, acknowledges 
God’s discipline, and cries out for God’s intervention in their current situation.

• What does this Psalm communicate to you about the breadth of God’s character? 

REFLECT on the emotion and depth of this Psalm.

• How can it influence your prayer time tonight? Is there a particular verse that speaks directly to your 
heart? 

RESPOND by writing a short Psalm of your own that glorifies God and his faithfulness in your life.

DAY THREE

1. What questions or thoughts do you have from what Pastor George shared today? What does worship 
mean to you? How do you worship God? 

2. If you had to define worship in one sentence, what would you say it is? Why do you think people 
worship differently? Is any singular way of worship right or better than another? What does that mean 
for how you engage with corporate worship? 

3. How does obedience, as seen in David’s example, lead to freedom in worship? 

4. In 2 Samuel chapter six, we are given a glimpse into David’s heart to worship. In chapter seven, God 
reveals his covenant to David regarding his ongoing lineage. Do you think there is a connection 
between David’s posture of worship in chapter six and his ability to receive God’s declaration in 
chapter seven? Explain your answer. 

5. When are you most likely to worship? During good times? During difficult times? Why do you think 
that is? 

6. What does it look like to live a life of worship? How can you worship God in school…at home…at 
work…around your friends? 

7. Take time this week to intentionally worship God. Thank God for the opportunity to worship, and for 
the ways He has crafted you to express that worship. Ask God to give you insight into how you can 
worship in all moments of your life. 

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Take-away: This particular look at the life of David reminds us that God’s redemptive plan was 
firmly in place even when it looked like it was in jeopardy. This is a good reminder that God is 

involved in your life and wants to lead and guide you as you submit to him.


