
“Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to the instructions given him by his father David…” (1 Kings 
3:3a)

“So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is 
able to govern this great people of yours?” (1 Kings 3:9)

“God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the 
seashore.” (1 Kings 4:29)

“But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple 
I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27)

“King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth.” (1 Kings 10:23)

“The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had 
appeared to him twice.” (1 Kings 11:9)

“Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to the instructions given him by his father David, except that 
he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.” (1 Kings 3:3)

“…He had spent seven years building it [the Temple]. It took Solomon thirteen years, however, to complete the 
construction of his palace.” (1 Kings 6:38-7:1)

Deuteronomy 17 commands the king NOT to:
• Accumulate large numbers of horses
• Accumulate large quantities of silver and gold
• Take many wives

We shape our choices, then our choices shape us.

Warning signs:
• Valuing the proficiency of my abilities more than the posture of my heart.
• Knowing things about God without engaging him.

“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” (Proverbs 4:23)

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 
11:28-30)
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Description for Series 

LOVE THIS BOOK: Shaped by God’s Story will take us further into the narrative of God by introducing 
us to ordinary people as they wrestled with their circumstances and how to respond to the events in 
their culture. We will meet real people who were less than perfect in their obedience to God but often 
continued to pursue him even in the midst of their struggle. We will also meet people who seemingly 
never truly understood what it looked like to follow God’s ways. 

Engaging the Study:

1. Begin each study with expectant prayer. Ask the Spirit to guide your thoughts as you read the passage 
and engage the questions. Then, conclude your time with a prayer that seeks how you can apply what 
you gleaned from the study during your day.

2. For this study, we will use the rhythm of Read, Reflect, and Respond. Read the passages several times 
during the week and then take three days to engage the questions. The Read portion of the study will 
help you gain information about the story, the Reflect portion will help you focus on the formational 
element of your faith journey, and the Respond portion will allow you to act on how the Spirit is 
prompting you from your study.

3. You are encouraged to journal your thoughts as you engage the passages.
4. Use the links on hfcinfo.com to connect you to additional resources that will expand your 

understanding of the passages.
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1 Kings 1-11; Deuteronomy 17:14-20
 
The study this week takes us on a journey into the life of Solomon. While he is a gifted and successful leader, the 
unintended consequences of his reign include the eventual decline and exile of Israel. Even as the author of the book 
of Kings highlights Solomon’s wisdom and strength, he also reveals how Solomon’s choices are creating an unhealthy 
trajectory for the nation. Underlying the author’s assessment is the recognition that Solomon is becoming the corrupt 
king that Moses describes in Deuteronomy 17.

Watch the video on hfcinfo.com to get a better understanding of the life and reign of
Solomon, and the eventual decline of Israel. Watch the Bible Project Overview of 1-2 Kings.

https://hfcinfo.com/video-links
https://hfcinfo.com/part2


READ the first 11 chapters in the book of 1 Kings, focusing on chapter 3. 

• What motivated Solomon to ask for wisdom?
• How does 1 Kings 3:3 give us a hint for what the future holds in Solomon’s life? 

REFLECT on your life and the things that you have asked God for. What motivated your requests?

RESPOND by asking God to give you his wisdom and discernment this week. Take note this week of how 
you sense God’s discernment in your conversations and interactions.

DAY ONE

READ 1 Kings chapter 8. The ark is finally able to be placed in the temple, a desire that David had and is 
fulfilled by his son Solomon. 

• What do verses 13 and 21 tell us about the purpose of the Temple?
• What does Solomon’s prayer of dedication tell you about the way he views God? What does the 

covenant reveal about God’s redemptive story? 

REFLECT on the celebratory tone of verse 66. Take time to think about your attitude and posture toward 
God and what he has done for you. Celebrate and praise God for his faithfulness! 

RESPOND by praying a personal prayer of dedication to the Lord, remembering his goodness, mercy, and 
love in your life. A prayer of dedication is a way of surrendering your life to God. 

DAY TWO



READ Deuteronomy 17:14-20. This chapter looks ahead to the time when Israel has a King.

• How do these verses foreshadow what would happen in Solomon’s life, the king that you just read 
about earlier this week? 

REFLECT on verses 18-20. This passage may not seem like it has relevance to your life but consider the 
intent of these verses. The king was to write out the law in his own hand, thereby, helping him know the 
intent of the law so that he could obey it and lead the nation well. Think about your life. How well do you 
know the ways of God so that you can be obedient and lead others?

RESPOND by writing out a verse of scripture that is meaningful to you and keep it with you this week to 
remind you that you want to obey God’s word.

DAY THREE

1. What do you think was Solomon’s fatal flaw?  

2. Why is it possible to have wisdom and make bad decisions? 

3. Why do you think Solomon didn’t listen to godly people? Do you think that listening to them could 
have changed the choices he made? 

4. Why is it important to know God’s word and apply it to your life? How would consistent spiritual 
rhythms help you apply God’s word more effectively? 

5. What choices have you made in the past that are impacting you today either positively or negatively? 

6. How would you define gray areas in a believer’s life? How can we navigate those gray areas in a way 
that honors God?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Take-away: Solomon was given the kingdom of Israel when it was at its height politically, 
culturally, economically, and spiritually. Brought down by the very things mentioned in

Deuteronomy 17, he failed to lead the nation with integrity. Think about the things that can be 
stumbling blocks to your faith walk and keep you from living with integrity. 


