
Role of Prophets:
• Covenant watchdogs
• Called out idolatry and injustice
• Challenged Israel to repent/follow their God
• Reminded them of their calling

“Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead said to Ahab, ‘As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, 
there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.” (1 Kings 17:1)

“So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. When he saw Elijah, he said to 
him, ‘Is that you, you troubler of Israel?” (1 Kings 18:16-17)

“Elijah went before the people and said, ‘How long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, 
follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.’” (1 Kings 18:21)

“Elijah was afraid and ran for his life…” (1 Kings 19:3)

“…And the word of the Lord came to him: ‘What are you doing here, Elijah? He replied, ‘I have been very zealous 
for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your 
prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too. The Lord said, 
‘Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.’” (1 Kings 19:9-
11)

Observations:
• In times of uncertainty, go back to what is certain.
• Know that God can meet you in the desert.
• Realize that desert experiences can lead to fruitfulness.

ELIJAH & AHAB
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

LOVE THIS BOOK: Shaped by God’s Story will take us further into the narrative of God by introducing 
us to ordinary people as they wrestled with their circumstances and how to respond to the events in 
their culture. We will meet real people who were less than perfect in their obedience to God but often 
continued to pursue him even in the midst of their struggle. We will also meet people who seemingly 
never truly understood what it looked like to follow God’s ways. 

Engaging the Study:

1. Begin each study with expectant prayer. Ask the Spirit to guide your thoughts as you read the passage 
and engage the questions. Then, conclude your time with a prayer that seeks how you can apply what 
you gleaned from the study during your day.

2. For this study, we will use the rhythm of Read, Reflect, and Respond. Read the passages several times 
during the week and then take three days to engage the questions. The Read portion of the study will 
help you gain information about the story, the Reflect portion will help you focus on the formational 
element of your faith journey, and the Respond portion will allow you to act on how the Spirit is 
prompting you from your study.

3. You are encouraged to journal your thoughts as you engage the passages.
4. Use the links on hfcinfo.com to connect you to additional resources that will expand your 

understanding of the passages.
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1 Kings 17-19
 
Our study this week culminates on Valentine’s Day, a time when we celebrate relationships, but what happens when 
relationships get complicated? In the case of God’s relationship with Israel, that relationship deteriorates during 
the period of the kings. Likewise, that’s the period in which the prophets become well known. While we may think 
of them as people who predict the future, the primary role of the prophets was to remind Israel of its covenant 
relationship with God and reveal how this relationship had gotten off track. 

One of the lengthiest descriptions of a prophet is the account of Elijah and Ahab. It’s a story of dramatic triumph but 
also a story of weariness and stress. Most importantly, it’s a story that depicts the variety of ways in which God is at 
work in pursuing his relationship with us.

https://hfcinfo.com/video-links


READ 1 Kings 17-19 to get an overview of the situations that Elijah is facing.

• What words would you use to describe Elijah’s experience in chapter 17?
• How did his experience prepare him for the events in chapter 18?

REFLECT on difficult experiences in your life.

• What was the impact of those experiences on your faith?

RESPOND by focusing on verse 24 in chapter 17.

• As you interact, let the words of your mouth reflect the faith in your heart as you go about your day.

DAY ONE

READ 1 Kings chapter 18. There is an interesting contrast between chapters 17 and 18. In chapter 17, 
Elijah goes into hiding to preserve his life and be ministered to in a supernatural way. In chapter 18, he is 
told to “present himself ” to the king.

• How do Elijah’s years of isolation prepare him for publicly confronting Ahab?

REFLECT on your own life. Have you ever experienced a similar rhythm where you may have needed to 
withdraw to be prepared to minister to others? What would it look like if you were to take time away from 
your everyday responsibilities to seek God and ask him how he can use you in the lives of others?

Elijah’s experience on Mt. Carmel was to glorify God and proclaim his name. In a similar manner,
RESPOND to your circumstances by praying for revival in our church and in our nation.

DAY TWO



READ 1 Kings chapter 19.

• Why do you think Elijah responded to Jezebel’s threat with such fear?
• How does God care for Elijah in the midst of his crisis?

REFLECT on how God speaks to you. Have you had experiences where he spoke to you “in the silence”?

RESPOND by identifying the fears that inhibit your faith. Spend some quiet time today to allow for the 
Spirit to speak and help you face your fears.

DAY THREE

1. What element of Elijah’s story impacted you the most? How would you describe Elijah’s perspective 
on his circumstances? 

2. Do you see ways that his relationship with God changed throughout the story?  

3. Why do you think Elijah responded to Jezebel’s threat with such deep fear? 

4. George mentioned that we tend to put God in a box. What does it mean to put God in a box? How do 
you think you’ve put God in a box? Why do we think it’s necessary to put God in a box? 

5. How did God care for Elijah? How did he meet Elijah in his point of need? Talk about ways that God 
has met you in your time of need.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Take-away: The story of Elijah is a good reminder that God is involved in our lives.
He doesn’t necessarily take us out of difficult circumstances, but he is present with us as we go 

through them.


