
Josiah is a story of a young king who not only followed God, but served as an example of what living in a 
right relationship with God looks like.

What we learn:
• Young people can be vibrant leaders.
• Older generations should pour into younger ones.
• We all have an obligation to lead outwards.
• God’s Word should move us toward action and a restored relationship.

Practical Application – Ask:
1. How am I living with Jesus?
2. Who is pouring into me and who am I pouring into?
3. How am I leading our younger generations? 
4. How am I leading and influencing all generations?

Practical Application – Act:
1. Begin investing in younger generations through intergenerational discipleship.
2. Begin having intentional conversations with younger people.
3. Pursue God and lead as he intended you to. 

JOSIAH
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

LOVE THIS BOOK: Shaped by God’s Story will take us further into the narrative of God by introducing 
us to ordinary people as they wrestled with their circumstances and how to respond to the events in 
their culture. We will meet real people who were less than perfect in their obedience to God but often 
continued to pursue him even in the midst of their struggle. We will also meet people who seemingly 
never truly understood what it looked like to follow God’s ways. 

Engaging the Study:

1. Begin each study with expectant prayer. Ask the Spirit to guide your thoughts as you read the passage 
and engage the questions. Then, conclude your time with a prayer that seeks how you can apply what 
you gleaned from the study during your day.

2. For this study, we will use the rhythm of Read, Reflect, and Respond. Read the passages several times 
during the week and then take three days to engage the questions. The Read portion of the study will 
help you gain information about the story, the Reflect portion will help you focus on the formational 
element of your faith journey, and the Respond portion will allow you to act on how the Spirit is 
prompting you from your study.

3. You are encouraged to journal your thoughts as you engage the passages.
4. Use the links on hfcinfo.com to connect you to additional resources that will expand your 

understanding of the passages.
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2 Kings 21-23; 2 Chronicles 34-35
 
How do you respond to failure? Do you simply “cancel” someone who makes one wrong move or holds one wrong 
view? As the storyline of Israel continues, the downward spiral is evident in both the northern and southern 
kingdoms. An exception to this trend is the reign of Josiah; in so many ways, he is a king that fulfills the expectations 
of the covenant (note 2 Kings 23:25). However, while his strengths may have delayed God’s judgment, they did 
not prevent it. This week we will look at the life of a young king who chooses the path of obedience even when 
surrounded by the nation’s failure and knowing that exile was coming.

Take time to view the Bible Project overview of 1 and 2 Chronicles on hfcinfo.com to get 
the context for the study on Josiah.

https://hfcinfo.com/video-links
https://hfcinfo.com/video-links


READ 2 Kings 21-23 to get an overview of the situation.

• What words would you use to describe Josiah’s character? 

• How old was Josiah when he became King? How old was he when the Book of the Law was 
discovered?

REFLECT on your teen and young adult years. If you are a student, reflect on what has been happening 
during these pivotal years. How did those years shape your relationship with God?

RESPOND by seeking the Lord and asking him to give you a tender heart toward God’s directives as 
revealed in his word. Be honest with yourself about the ways that you choose to obey or not obey.

DAY ONE

READ 2 Chronicles 34-35. While providing the same basic information, there is more attention given to 
the work of the priests.

• What additional information does this passage provide about the year that Josiah assumed the 
Kingship? (verse 3) 

• What prophecy did Huldah speak to Hilkiah?

REFLECT on Huldah’s words spoken specifically about Josiah.

• What is the difference in humbling yourself and being humbled by God?

RESPOND by  intentionally assuming a posture of humility in your interactions today. Was it challenging 
to have that attitude?

DAY TWO



READ 2 Chronicles 34-35 again, this time focusing on Josiah’s leadership.

• What steps did Josiah take to lead his people so that they would embrace God’s covenant? How do 
the priests and people respond to his leadership?

REFLECT on the life of Josiah; he chose to remain steadfast in the midst of disobedience and lead by 
example. How do you lead by example when you’re in situations where people choose to disobey God’s 
word?

RESPOND by remembering and embracing God’s covenant. Live today as a follower of Christ and reveal 
his grace to others.

DAY THREE

1. What decisions that Josiah made reflected his faith in the God of the covenant?   

2. How did Josiah’s actions help refocus Israel’s heart on the covenant? 

3. Huldah’s prophecy declared what was going to happen to the nation of Israel but she had a different 
word for Josiah. What is the difference in humbling yourself and being humbled by God? 

4. Share how your teen and young adult years shaped your relationship with God. 

5. What are ways that you can help the children in your life and in Hershey Free Church more 
intentionally pursue God? With whom can you build bridges to help them grow as influencers? 

6. How can you recognize the leadership gifts of children, teens, and young adults and help them use 
those gifts?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Takeaway: Josiah is a wonderful example of what it means to stand firm on the truth of God’s 
covenant promises. Although we don’t live under the law as he did, we live with the knowledge 
that God’s promises are still true for us today and that Christ’s redemptive work provided a new 

way for us to reveal God’s covenant relationship to those around us. The example of Josiah 
should motivate us to obey his ways because of his deep and abiding love for us.


