
Understanding the Tension…
“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 
12:2)

“This day I call the heavens and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live…” 
(Deuteronomy 30:19)

Resolving the Tension…The New Covenant
“’The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of 
Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,’ declares the Lord.

‘This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,’ declares the Lord. ‘I will put my law in their minds 
and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say 
to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,’ declares the Lord. 
‘For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.’” (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

Jeremiah 31
31-32  NOT like the old covenant
33a  but THIS covenant
33b-34a  *write the law on their hearts
   *personal relationship with God
   *universal knowledge of God
34b  BECAUSE…I will forgive

Living in light of the New Covenant
Hebrews 10
• Live in pursuit of God
(“Let us draw near to God…v. 22)

The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we are 
more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.  -Tim Keller 
 
• Live in hope
(“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess…v. 23)

• Live in community
(“Let us consider how we may spur one another on…v. 24)

TIME FOR SOMETHING NEW
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

LOVE THIS BOOK: Shaped by God’s Story will take us further into the narrative of God by introducing 
us to ordinary people as they wrestled with their circumstances and how to respond to the events in 
their culture. We will meet real people who were less than perfect in their obedience to God but often 
continued to pursue him even in the midst of their struggle. We will also meet people who seemingly 
never truly understood what it looked like to follow God’s ways. 

Engaging the Study:

1. Begin each study with expectant prayer. Ask the Spirit to guide your thoughts as you read the passage 
and engage the questions. Then, conclude your time with a prayer that seeks how you can apply what 
you gleaned from the study during your day.

2. For this study, we will use the rhythm of Read, Reflect, and Respond. Read the passages several times 
during the week and then take three days to engage the questions. The Read portion of the study will 
help you gain information about the story, the Reflect portion will help you focus on the formational 
element of your faith journey, and the Respond portion will allow you to act on how the Spirit is 
prompting you from your study.

3. You are encouraged to journal your thoughts as you engage the passages.
4. Use the links on hfcinfo.com to connect you to additional resources that will expand your 

understanding of the passages.

W E E K  E L E V E N :  T I M E  F O R  S O M E T H I N G  N E W

L O V E  T H I S  B O O K
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Ezekiel 36; Jeremiah 31
 
As we continue our study, we see that, consistently, the prophets acknowledge the failures of Israel and 
God’s impending judgment. Nonetheless, while prophesying judgment, they also communicate a message 
of hope. One day God will do something new—he will enter into a new covenant with his people. Through 
this future work, God will transform people from the inside out! 

Take a few minutes and watch the video on hfcinfo.com that will review what a covenant 
is. If you want a fuller picture of the context of these chapters, view the summaries of both 

books by watching the Bible Project videos.

https://hfcinfo.com/video-links
https://hfcinfo.com/video-links


READ Ezekiel 36. The nation is still heading toward captivity, but God provides hope in the midst of what 
is going to happen.

• What message is Ezekiel to share with the people that reveals why the land will eventually be theirs 
again? 

• How is this covenant “new”? What does it mean for God to give us a “new heart” (Ez. 36:26)? 

REFLECT on what it means for you to acknowledge the holiness of God in your life.

RESPOND by thanking God for his patience and grace in your life. Live today as an agent of his grace.

DAY ONE

READ Jeremiah 31. This chapter weaves a story of judgment and hope regarding the state of the Israelite 
people.

• List the ways you see God’s hope presented in this chapter. 

• How do you see God’s hope presented in your life? 

REFLECT on the verses that focus on celebration. Take time today to celebrate the goodness of the Lord 
in your life.

RESPOND by showing an attitude of hope in your interactions with people today.

DAY TWO



READ Jeremiah 31:31-34. These verses provide insights for the new covenant that God will establish 
through Jesus.

• What are the key elements of this new covenant? How does this covenant point to Jesus?

REFLECT on how this prophecy is coming true in your relationship with Jesus.

• Take time to thank him for his ongoing work of transformation.

RESPOND by practicing the themes of new life, forgiveness, and intimacy with God, which were revealed 
by Jeremiah in his prophecy.

DAY THREE

1. Describe the elements of the covenant found in Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

2. How do you balance the tension that God is a God of love and also a God of justice? When have you 
felt that tension personally? 

3. How does understanding my identity change the way I approach the God? 

4. How would you describe the vision you have for your relationship with God? What will you do on your 
part to accomplish that vision? 

5. What are the “Let us” principles described in Hebrews 10:19-25? Discuss how these principles are 
embodied in your personal life.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Takeaway: These two powerful passages remind us of God’s covenant love. He will not change his 
mind about the promises he made, starting with Abraham. He still blesses his children. We need to 

praise God and celebrate his faithfulness as we remember we are part of his story and his covenant. 
Thank him that he is giving you a new heart and doing his transforming work in your life.


