
As we come out of the pandemic, I am most looking forward to ______________________.

“After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him: ‘I have found David song of 
Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’ From this man’s descendants God has 
brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised.” (Acts 13:22-23)

“Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. When they 
had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. But 
God raised him from the dead, and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee 
to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. ‘We tell you the good news: What God promised our 
ancestors he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus.’” (Acts 13:28-33)

“When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ.” 
(Colossians 2:13)

Don’t just settle for normal, pursue a life that’s renewed.

LIFE RENEWED
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

LOVE THIS BOOK: Shaped by God’s Story will take us further into the narrative of God by introducing 
us to ordinary people as they wrestled with their circumstances and how to respond to the events in 
their culture. We will meet real people who were less than perfect in their obedience to God but often 
continued to pursue him even in the midst of their struggle. We will also meet people who seemingly 
never truly understood what it looked like to follow God’s ways. 

Engaging the Study:

1. Begin each study with expectant prayer. Ask the Spirit to guide your thoughts as you read the passage 
and engage the questions. Then, conclude your time with a prayer that seeks how you can apply what 
you gleaned from the study during your day.

2. For this study, we will use the rhythm of Read, Reflect, and Respond. Read the passages several times 
during the week and then take three days to engage the questions. The Read portion of the study will 
help you gain information about the story, the Reflect portion will help you focus on the formational 
element of your faith journey, and the Respond portion will allow you to act on how the Spirit is 
prompting you from your study.

3. You are encouraged to journal your thoughts as you engage the passages.
4. Use the links on hfcinfo.com to connect you to additional resources that will expand your 

understanding of the passages.
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Acts 13
 
This week our study will focus on Paul’s speech in Acts 13, which summarizes God’s redemptive story. Paul highlights 
several events and people that we have studied during the past months. His speech includes the Gentiles, you and 
me, in God’s story and solidifies our calling to live God’s mission. “I have made you a light for the Gentiles that you 
may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” We are part of God’s story, rooted in the historical events of the Old 
Testament and sent to live the message of the Gospel today.

View the Bible Project video on the concluding chapters of Acts on hfcinfo.com in 
preparation to read chapter 13. 

https://hfcinfo.com/video-links
https://hfcinfo.com/video-links


READ Acts chapter 13.

• How does Paul’s summary of God’s story relate to you? 

• How does verse 32 draw you into God’s mission?

REFLECT on the intent of this passage and think about ways and places where God wants you to share 
his story. Who are some people in your spheres of influence with whom you could share this story?

RESPOND by committing to living his mission through the power of the Spirit recognizing that you are 
part of his ongoing story of redemption.

DAY ONE

FOCUS  on Easter by choosing one of the following suggestions:

• Spend time focusing on passages that point us to the redemptive work of the cross. Below are some 
examples. 

 o 2 Corinthians 5:14-21
 o Ephesians 2:4-7
 o Isaiah 53:11-12
 o Genesis 22:9-14
 o Romans 5:6-11
 o Romans 8:3-9
 o 1 John 2:1-2 

• Read the Easter story in the gospels. Each of these accounts will provide opportunities for you to reflect on 
Christ’s death and resurrection on your behalf. 

 o Matthew 26-28
 o Mark 14-16
 o Luke 19:28-Luke 24
 o John 18-20

For the remainder of  the week



1. As we come out of the pandemic, I am most looking forward to_____________. 

2. How does Easter form and transform the way you live your daily life? 

3. How does Easter awaken you anew to the love and grace of God’s gospel? 

4. What will you miss if you settle for “normal” in your spiritual life? 

5. What are some ways you can reset your daily rhythms to strengthen how live with Jesus, love like 
Jesus, and lead others to do the same?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Takeaway: The God of all creation invites you to embrace his covenant love and be part of his 
incredible story of redemption. There is nothing more important than understanding that the story of 

the Bible, which is the most important story in the world, is also you story. By entering the story, you 
are entering his mission to proclaim his love, give his grace, and reveal his glory.

Today-surrender yourself anew to him, live in his presence and by his power to declare his mission!


