
The Gospel at Work

 When the gospel takes root, it grows.

“We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people—the faith and love that 
spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true 
message of the gospel that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing 
throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly 
understood God’s grace.” (Colossians 1:3-6)

The results of receiving the gospel: faith, love, and hope.

“work produced by faith”
“labor prompted by love”
“endurance inspired by hope”
 (1 Thessalonians 1:3)

For weekly prayer reminders, text “DRT” to 717-537-9172

DEEPLY ROOTED TOGETHER
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

Your view of Jesus Christ will impact every area of your life. These past months have revealed, more than 
ever, that we need to remain strong in our faith. Today, as in the Colossian church, there are doctrines 
and theological perspectives that can lead to wrong thinking about who Jesus is. Paul addresses the 
heresies by reminding the believers in Colossae of the centrality of Christ. Believers have died with Christ; 
therefore, we need to die to our sins. We have also been raised with Christ; therefore, we must live well 
in him and put on qualities that are motivated by Christian love. And because he is Lord over all, the life 
of the Christian is a life of submission to Jesus. This study will cause us to think about if we are following 
Jesus as we should. Our faith in Jesus Christ should transform the relationships we have in every area of 
our lives—in our homes, our churches, and our world.

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

What ideas do you associate with the term “gospel”? Forgiveness? Salvation? Eternal life? For some, the 
“gospel” is primarily a future-oriented reality—because of the gospel, we will spend eternity in heaven. 
While that’s true, that’s not the whole story. As Paul begins Colossians, he celebrates the way the gospel 
is at work. It’s not simply a future reality, it’s a message that is at work even now in the lives of Christ 
followers. When the gospel is at work—among other things—it fosters faith, hope, and love.

W E E K  T W O :  C O L O S S I A N S  1 : 1 - 8

D E E P L Y  R O O T E D  T O G E T H E R

Scripture Guide

During this sermon series we are going to pray through specific passages in Colossians as we learn about 
our own identity and being “deeply rooted together.” There is a Scripture Guide available on Sunday at the 

Hub or on hfcinfo.com.

Below is an example of how to pray the Bible for the Hershey Free Church family.

 “Father, thank you for Hershey Free Church. Help us to reveal faith to those around us because of your 
love that comes from the hope we have in you. May we be known by our faith, love, and hope to those 
in our church and to people in our communities. Help us to be open to ways we can express the love 

of the Gospel in tangible and practical ways. Amen.”

https://hfcinfo.com/devotional


FOCUS  the passage again. 

• Paul states, “Grace and peace to you from God our Father.” Why do you think Paul chooses to address 
the believers this way? How does this phrase speak to your mind and heart? 

• Paul commends the Colossian believers for the way that the gospel is bearing fruit in their lives. How 
would you define the Gospel?

REFLECT on your faith journey. How is the gospel bearing fruit in your life?

RESPOND by writing out the gospel story as simply as possible. Ask God to keep the gospel fresh in your 
mind and heart this week as you look for ways to live it out.

DAY  T W O

READ Colossians 1:1-8.

• What prompted Paul’s prayer for the Colossian believers? 

• What is the focus of his prayer?

REFLECT on the way you love people in the family of God. How can you grow in the way you love others?

RESPOND by intentionally showing love to someone that you find challenging to love. Make a concerted 
effort to reach out to that person and show them that you care.

DAY  O N E



1. What are the stories/ideas that shape our lives? What is shaping you? Is it the story of the Gospel or 
something else? 

2. How would you define the gospel? What does it mean when we say that the gospel is about Jesus 
even before it’s about salvation? 

3. Why does Paul connect faith, hope, and love with the true message of the gospel? 

4. How would you practically explain what faith, hope, and love look like in your life? How have you 
grown in faith, hope, and love in your faith journey? 

5. How has the gospel helped you mature as a believer? How has the Spirit played a role in your 
maturity?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

READ the passage again.

• How have you grown in your understanding of God’s grace in all it’s truth? How are you revealing 
God’s grace to others more now than when you first accepted Christ? 

• What does it mean to “love in the Spirit?”

REFLECT on how the Spirit is at work in your life. Are you growing in faith, hope, and love as you respond 
to the Spirit’s prompting?

RESPOND by encouraging 3-5 people from Hershey Free Church who are exhibiting qualities of faith, 
hope, and love. Text, email, or call them and let them know how you are nurtured by their example.

DAY  T H R E E


