
What Do You Pray For?

How can we pray for you?

Don’t simply pray about your problems—pray for progress.

“For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually 
ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the 
Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in 
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to 
his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to 
the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.” 
(Colossians 1:9-12)

“live a life worthy of the Lord”

What does this look like? 

• Bearing fruit
• Growing in the knowledge of God
• Being strengthened to have endurance and patience
• Giving thanks to the Father

DEEPLY ROOTED TOGETHER
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

Your view of Jesus Christ will impact every area of your life. These past months have revealed, more than 
ever, that we need to remain strong in our faith. Today, as in the Colossian church, there are doctrines 
and theological perspectives that can lead to wrong thinking about who Jesus is. Paul addresses the 
heresies by reminding the believers in Colossae of the centrality of Christ. Believers have died with Christ; 
therefore, we need to die to our sins. We have also been raised with Christ; therefore, we must live well 
in him and put on qualities that are motivated by Christian love. And because he is Lord over all, the life 
of the Christian is a life of submission to Jesus. This study will cause us to think about if we are following 
Jesus as we should. Our faith in Jesus Christ should transform the relationships we have in every area of 
our lives—in our homes, our churches, and our world.

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

Fill in the blank: “When I pray, I usually pray for _______________.” For many, the focus of their prayers 
falls into two categories: difficulties and direction. We pray for the resolution of difficult situations, such 
as illnesses and unemployment, and we pray for direction in major life decisions. While all of that is 
appropriate, Paul expands our understanding of prayer in the opening chapter of Colossians. Here, Paul 
prays that the Colossians might live a life that’s pleasing to God. In describing certain characteristics that 
are pleasing to God, Paul provides a framework for understanding God’s will.

W E E K  T H R E E :  C O L O S S I A N S  1 : 9 - 1 4

D E E P L Y  R O O T E D  T O G E T H E R

Scripture Guide

During this sermon series we are going to pray through specific passages in Colossians as we learn about 
our own identity and being “deeply rooted together.” There is a Scripture Guide available on Sunday at the 

Hub or on hfcinfo.com.

Below is an example of how to pray the Bible for the Hershey Free Church missions family.

 “Ever since we heard about you and your steadfast love for the believers, we have increased our 
prayers for you. We pray that you will gain a renewed understanding of his will for you as you are 

enabled by the power of the Holy Spirit.  May you long to please God in every way by sinking your 
roots down into the knowledge of who he is thereby producing much good fruit. May you receive an 
abundance of spiritual strength, patience, and endurance as God partners with you in this endeavor.”

https://hfcinfo.com/devotional


FOCUS  the passage again. 

•  How does the knowledge of God, verse 9, lead to a fruitful life pleasing to Him, verse 10? 

• What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom? How do the two go together?

REFLECT on your faith journey and identify times when you believe you were living in a way that pleased 
God. 

RESPOND by personalizing Paul’s prayer and offering it as an act of worship for today and the days 
ahead.

DAY  T W O

READ Colossians 1:9-14.

• What themes or key ideas emerged in this passage? 

• Which words were repeated, emphasized, or seemed connected to one another?

REFLECT on how Paul prayed for the people in Colosse. What do you learn from his prayer?

RESPOND by memorizing verses 9-11.

DAY  O N E



1. How would you define prayer? Why is prayer important for the Christ-follower? 

2. When do you pray and what do you pray for? How can you incorporate praying scripture into the way 
you regularly pray? 

3. Re-state this concept in your own words, “Don’t just pray about your problems but pray about your 
progress.”   

4. Choose three words to describe your prayer life.  What are the barriers in your prayer life? 

5. What changes would you like to make in your prayer life? 

6. Take time to pray this passage for your family, LLL group, and Hershey Free Church.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

READ the passage again.

• The test or evidence of maturity in these verses seems to be endurance and patience along with 
joyful thanksgiving. How do you measure up? 

• What does it mean to you to know that you are qualified to share in the inheritance of the Father’s 
holy people?

REFLECT on this statement: What cost would you pay in order to please God?

RESPOND by writing what it means to you to know that you have been rescued from the dominion of 
darkness and brought into the kingdom of the Son. Live today as someone who has been rescued and is 
forgiven!

DAY  T H R E E


