
Give It Your All!

“He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully 
mature in Christ.” (Colossians 1:28, NIV)

Applying this Passage
The writer of Colossians was able to see people not just as they are now, but as they could be one day. How would 
your perception of others be different if you saw them as a work in progress or growing in spiritual maturity?

Praying this Passage
Take time this week to pray this passage. Start by asking God, through the Holy Spirit, to mold you and others into a 
more fully devoted follower of Jesus, conforming hearts and minds to be like his. Pray that we would learn and grow, 
maturing in our faith. 

Common Questions
The passage we are studying today, Colossians 1:25-27, has a few difficult pieces to interpret. The central idea of this 
text is the idea of presenting everyone fully mature in Christ (v.28). This is simple to understand though hard to live 
out, and will be the main focus of the sermon. If you want a deeper understanding of the difficult sections, here is a 
brief overview of some common questions.
 
1. What is lacking in Christ’s suffering? 

Colossians 1:24 reads “I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, 
which is the church.” At face value, it sounds like Christ’s death was not enough to pay the penalty for our sins. 
But to interpret the text this way contradicts everything else we read in the New Testament. Namely, that Christ’s 
death was sufficient for vicariously covering the eternal consequences of our sins. One method of good Bible 
study is to interpret difficult passages through the lens of more straightforward passages. Therefore we can 
rule out the possibly that the writer is saying Christ’s death was not sufficient for our atonement. Bible scholar 
Constantine Campbell teaches a better interpretation: “The aspect of Christ’s suffering that is “lacking” is not 
atonement, but spreading the message of atonement. Earlier in Paul’s letter he speaks of the power of the 
gospel message. But if no one learns of this gospel, it lacks influence. Nobody will choose to devote their lives to 
following Jesus if the world doesn’t hear about his death and resurrection!” 

2. How does Paul’s suffering “fill up what is lacking” in the sufferings of Christ? 
Many commentators (I recommend Colossians and Philemon by Greg Beale) believe the author of this letter 
is comparing his own suffering to Jesus’ suffering. All those who follow Jesus will encounter suffering or 
persecution as a result of their faith and new way of life. As Jesus himself states in Acts 26:15, whenever one of 
his followers suffers, Jesus suffers with them. As we go about spreading news of Jesus’ gospel and modeling a life 
in Jesus’ kingdom, we will be picking up the mantle. Again, atonement is not lacking in Christ’s sufferings, but the 
spreading of that message is yet to be completed. 

3. What is the “mystery” Paul writes about? 
It’s easier to think of this “mystery” as a riddle. A riddle is like a puzzle that is hard to figure out. In this case, the 
Jews had heard for thousands of years that God would open the possibly of salvation and reign with Yahweh 
(God’s proper name) for all people. But up until the time of Jesus, salvation and partnership with Yahweh was 
almost exclusively a Jewish thing. The riddle was this: How and when will other nations, or the Gentiles, be able 
to join in Yahweh’s plan for the world? The answer to the riddle is “Christ in you” (v.27).

DEEPLY ROOTED TOGETHER
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

Your view of Jesus Christ will impact every area of your life. These past months have revealed, more than 
ever, that we need to remain strong in our faith. Today, as in the Colossian church, there are doctrines 
and theological perspectives that can lead to wrong thinking about who Jesus is. Paul addresses the 
heresies by reminding the believers in Colossae of the centrality of Christ. Believers have died with Christ; 
therefore, we need to die to our sins. We have also been raised with Christ; therefore, we must live well 
in him and put on qualities that are motivated by Christian love. And because he is Lord over all, the life 
of the Christian is a life of submission to Jesus. This study will cause us to think about if we are following 
Jesus as we should. Our faith in Jesus Christ should transform the relationships we have in every area of 
our lives—in our homes, our churches, and our world.

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

W E E K  F I V E :  C O L O S S I A N S  1 : 2 4 - 2 : 5

D E E P L Y  R O O T E D  T O G E T H E R

Scripture Guide

During this sermon series we are going to pray through specific passages in Colossians as we learn about 
our own identity and being “deeply rooted together.” There is a Scripture Guide available on Sunday at the 

Hub or on hfcinfo.com.

Below is an example of how to pray the Bible for the Hershey Free Church family.

“May we energetically and passionately declare Christ! Father, help us do this in order that we may 
present everyone fully mature in Christ as we exhort and instruct one another with His wisdom.  Jesus, 

give us the strength to carry on and serve you well!”

The prayer focus for this week is Colossians 1:28-29, “He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching 
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously 

contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.”

https://hfcinfo.com/devotional


FOCUS  the passage again focusing on verses 25-29. 

• These verses are rooted in Paul’s statement that he has been commissioned by God to be a servant 
of the church. What do you think he means by that? How have you been similarly commissioned by 
God? 

• What is the mystery Paul is talking about in verse 26? How does God’s work of bringing Jew and 
Gentile together in Christ help you think about our unity in Christ? 

• How would you explain what it means to have Christ in us and us in Christ?

Reflect on the phrase, “present everyone mature in Christ.” Paul stated that he labored with the energy of 
Christ to make that happen. Think about what it means for you to arrange your life to live the way that 
Paul did.

Respond by identifying the people in your life that you feel led to invest in the way that Paul did. How 
will you labor to help them know Christ better?

DAY  T W O

READ Colossians 1:24-2:5. 

• Why was Paul able to rejoice in suffering?   

• What do you think Paul meant when he said that, “he filled up in his flesh what was lacking in regards to 
Christ’s afflictions?” How does that phrase change your understanding of suffering? 

Reflect on the suffering you’ve experienced in your own life. How have those experiences helped you 
have empathy and compassion for others who are suffering?

Respond by writing down some of the ways you’ve seen God’s goodness, blessing, and faithfulness 
during hard times.

DAY  O N E



1. How would you define maturity? How would define spiritual maturity? Is there a link between these 
two? If so, what is it? 

2. Paul uses three descriptive words in verse 28, proclaim, admonish and teach, about how to impact 
others. How have you displayed these actions in your relationships with others? 

3. Paul states that he worked hard with Christ’s energy so that people would be mature in Christ. What 
does it look like for us to live like that today? 

4. Spend a few minutes and read Colossians 2:1-5 and identify the characteristics of being a mature 
Christ-follower. Which is easier for you? Which is harder? 

5. Identify who believed in you and had a vision for your life. How did that impact you and change your 
life? How are you investing in others in a similar way?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

READ the passage again focusing on verses 2:1-5. 

• How do wisdom and knowledge lead to faith and love? 

• How are believers united by Christ’s love? How are they united in love for one another? How does 
experiencing Christ’s love compel you to love others better? 

• Why does resting in Jesus’ work for you give you hope that you are accepted by God now and will be 
accepted in the final judgment?

Reflect on ways that God has demonstrated his love for you. Take time to thank him for his grace and 
faithfulness.

Respond by reaching out to others in your family or at Hershey Free with whom you differ. This past year 
has been challenging and differences seem magnified. Intentionally look for ways to bring peace and 
reconciliation.

DAY  T H R E E


