
Celebration Sunday

“My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full 
riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely Christ…” 
(Colossians 2:2)

Structure

• Goal: They would be strengthened/encouraged 

• Process: By being united in love 

• Result: Growing confidence/understanding 

The encouragement we need flows through the relationships we nurture.

DEEPLY ROOTED TOGETHER
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

Your view of Jesus Christ will impact every area of your life. These past months have revealed, more than 
ever, that we need to remain strong in our faith. Today, as in the Colossian church, there are doctrines 
and theological perspectives that can lead to wrong thinking about who Jesus is. Paul addresses the 
heresies by reminding the believers in Colossae of the centrality of Christ. Believers have died with Christ; 
therefore, we need to die to our sins. We have also been raised with Christ; therefore, we must live well 
in him and put on qualities that are motivated by Christian love. And because he is Lord over all, the life 
of the Christian is a life of submission to Jesus. This study will cause us to think about if we are following 
Jesus as we should. Our faith in Jesus Christ should transform the relationships we have in every area of 
our lives—in our homes, our churches, and our world.

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

W E E K  S I X :  C O L O S S I A N S  2 : 1 - 5

D E E P L Y  R O O T E D  T O G E T H E R

Scripture Guide

During this sermon series we are going to pray through specific passages in Colossians as we learn about 
our own identity and being “deeply rooted together.” There is a Scripture Guide available on Sunday at the 

Hub or on hfcinfo.com.

Below is an example of how to pray the Bible for the Hershey Free Church family.

“Father, I pray that we would be encouraged in heart and united in love because of the grace of our 
God revealed through Jesus Christ our Lord. Help us to live out our love for one another in a way that 

honors and reflects Jesus. May our church family experience the priceless treasures of His wisdom and 
knowledge as we walk this faith journey together.”

The prayer focus for this week is Colossians 2:2-3, “My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and 
united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the 

mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

https://hfcinfo.com/devotional


FOCUS  the passage again. 

• Why does Paul want the Colossians to be “united in love”? 

• How is unity in Christ revealed in the church?

Reflect on how being in the body of Christ helps us have a better understanding of the mystery of God as 
it is revealed through Christ.

Respond by connecting intentionally with someone of a different age group and encourage them to 
show how you are “united in love.”

DAY  T W O

READ Colossians 2:1-5.

•  Why does Paul desire that the Colossians are “encouraged in heart?”

Reflect on what it means to encourage. The word “encourage” comes from the Greek word, parakaleo 
which means to “call alongside.”  It is similar to the way that Jesus described the Holy Spirit who would be 
a “counselor” (paraclete) to them. Think about the people who have encouraged you and how God used 
them in your life to encourage, guide, and lift you up.

Respond by intentionally encouraging the people God brings into your life this week. Focus specifically 
on the people who are hard for you to encourage.

DAY  O N E



1. Interact with this statement: The encouragement we need comes through the relationships that we 
nurture. 

2. How did the stories of people in Hershey Free encourage your heart? 

3. What does it mean to you to be an encourager? How is it simple? Why is it so hard to do sometimes? 
How can we encourage others reconnect at their comfort level and pace? 

4. Discuss the value and necessity of worshiping together in person. 

5. Would you describe Hershey Free as a church that is encouraged in heart and united in love? If not, 
what can you personally do to help create that culture? What can your group do?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

READ the passage again. 

• Why does being encouraged in heart and united in love result in better understanding the mystery of 
God? 

• Why does Paul connect a disciplined life to strong faith?

Reflect on these questions. How does the way the body of Christ functions impact the message of the 
gospel? How is your life an invitational to others in their desire to know Jesus? 

Respond by confessing ways you may be hindering the body of Christ from experiencing 
encouragement in heart and unity in love. Choose to live a life that reflects the mystery of the grace of 
God’s gospel.

DAY  T H R E E


