
Transformed Relationships

Colossians 3:17-4:1

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17)

Put off—immorality, anger, malice
Put on—compassion, kindness, humility

Don’t settle for cultural expectations—pursue Christlike character.

“Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be 
harsh with them.” (Colossians 3:18-19)

“Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not embitter your children, or 
they will become discouraged.” (Colossians 3:20-21)

“Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry 
their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance 
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for 
their wrongs, and there is no favoritism. Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because 
you know that you also have a Master in heaven.” (Colossians 3:22-4:1)

“So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me.” (Philemon 1:17)

DEEPLY ROOTED TOGETHER
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

Your view of Jesus Christ will impact every area of your life. These past months have revealed, more than 
ever, that we need to remain strong in our faith. Today, as in the Colossian church, there are doctrines 
and theological perspectives that can lead to wrong thinking about who Jesus is. Paul addresses the 
heresies by reminding the believers in Colossae of the centrality of Christ. Believers have died with Christ; 
therefore, we need to die to our sins. We have also been raised with Christ; therefore, we must live well 
in him and put on qualities that are motivated by Christian love. And because he is Lord over all, the life 
of the Christian is a life of submission to Jesus. This study will cause us to think about if we are following 
Jesus as we should. Our faith in Jesus Christ should transform the relationships we have in every area of 
our lives—in our homes, our churches, and our world.

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

This passage looks at the way we live with others. If we are honest, at times, we see in ourselves, and also 
in others, tendencies that can damage and destroy relationships. What can we do? Can we really change? 
In these verses Paul argues that change is possible as we live out our new identity in Christ. How can we 
view change as the process of “putting off” and “putting on?” 

W E E K  E L E V E N :  C O L O S S I A N S  3 : 1 8 -  4 : 1

D E E P L Y  R O O T E D  T O G E T H E R

Scripture Guide

During this sermon series we are going to pray through specific passages in Colossians as we learn about 
our own identity and being “deeply rooted together.” There is a Scripture Guide available on Sunday at the 

Hub or on hfcinfo.com.

Below is an example of how to pray the Bible for Hershey Free staff, volunteers, and 
our missionary family.

“Lord, you know how easily it is to work for the praise and affirmation of others.  Help our volunteers 
and missionaries to keep you in the forefront of their minds and hearts as they serve others.  Help us 
all to remember that there is only one Lord, Jesus Christ.  He is the one that we serve. May we honor 

Christ as we work with our whole heart. Amen.”

The prayer focus for this week is Colossians 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord 

as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving..”

https://hfcinfo.com/devotional


Read the passage again. 

• Think about what the parent-child relationship mirrors. Apart from the obvious, why is it important 
that a child learn obedience?  

• How do God’s instructions to families help family members become mature Christians?

Reflect on your childhood. Every family has challenges that impact a child’s upbringing. Take time to 
process how your life was shaped by parents and extended family. How were you encouraged?  What was 
discouraging? Take time to pray and give thanks for the things that encouraged you and release those 
things that were hurtful or discouraging.

Respond by choosing one way you can improve the way you treat each member of your family.

DAY  T W O

Read Colossians 3:18-4:1.

• How does verse 17 provide a foundation to the verses in the passage for this week? 

• What does “submission” and “love” in marriage look like in light of the wider context of the new life 
described in Colossians 3:12-14?

Reflect on the challenges that exist when trying to submit and love one another. Even though these 
verses focus on the marriage relationship, there is a broader truth that applies to all believers. Take some 
time to think about the way you relate to men and women in your life.

Respond by honoring your spouse this week through words and actions that reflect the character of 
Christ. If you are not married, think about a couple that you know and pray that their marriage would be 
strengthened.

DAY  O N E



1. Why do you think Paul wrote about these relationships following the principles he stated in verses 
1-17? 

2. Discuss what it looks like for a husband and wife to live out the interactions described in these verses. 
What does the parent-child relationship look like in light of these verses? 

3. What are the implications of honoring, and not shaming, one another? 

4. What does it look like to honor parents as a child? As an adult? 

5. What does it look like for you to choose to honor people who are in the key relationships in your life? 
How can you be “for” one another? 

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read the passage again. 

• The final verses relate the master-slave relationship and can be applied to how we function in a work 
environment. How should our new life in Christ impact our attitude towards our work? 

• What does this passage say about the proper attitude of service toward others in the workplace?

Reflect on the attitude you have toward your “boss.”  If you’re the employer, reflect on your attitude 
toward your employees. In both situations, think about how you can honor Christ in your actions and 
attitudes at work.

Respond by approaching your work environment with the attitude that you are working to honor 
Christ first and foremost. Let that perspective guide you throughout the day. Take the opportunity to 
intentionally be a positive impact to your boss and co-workers.

DAY  T H R E E


