
How do we engage each other? (Part 2)

James 3:13-18

What does wisdom look like?

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done 
in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such ‘wisdom’ does not come down from 
heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there 
you find disorder and every evil practice.

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace 
reap a harvest of righteousness.” (James 3:13-18)

“But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” (James 3:17)

3 dimensions to this wisdom:
• Mindset—peace-loving, considerate, open to reason
• Actions—full of mercy and good fruit
• Determination—unwavering, unhypocritical

A UNITED CHURCH IN A DIVIDED WORLD

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

Masks. Race. Politics. Election Results. It seems like so much of what we have experienced over the last 
year has included disagreement, division and conflict. Furthermore, this hasn’t simply been true in the 
culture at large, it’s also be true in church. So, how do we respond to this polarization and disunity? As 
we come out of the pandemic, our last series focused on moving forward individually—this series will 
discuss how we can move forward as a church. Now more than ever, our divided world needs a united 
church!

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

Over the last year, it’s been clear that division is present not only in our culture but also in our churches. 
At some point during this season, you have probably experienced tension and disagreement in 
relationships with other Christians. So, how do we handle these relationships? How can we have healthy 
interaction in hard conversations?

W E E K  T H R E E :  J A M E S  3 : 1 3 - 1 8

A  U N I T E D  C H U R C H

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that 

practice during the United Church sermon series. As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for 
ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free Church family.  

Below is an example of how to pray the passage for yourself and the body of Christ at Hershey Free.
“We pray for this. This doesn’t come naturally to us, so we ask for gentle wisdom. We pray that 

you make us open to reason. Help us to think rightly. Help us to think according to your thoughts, 
according to your word, according to your wisdom. Make us aware of right reason. May our lives be 

full of mercy today and good fruits flowing from your wisdom in our lives. Spirit, help us be people of 
peace who experience righteousness as we obey your word.  Amen.”

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is James 3:17-18, “ But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; 
then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers 

who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.”



Read James 3:13-18 again.

• How does James describe earthly wisdom? (verse 15) 

• What is the outcome of earthly wisdom? (verse 16)

Reflect on the tone of these two verses. Why do you think James uses such strong language to describe 
earthly wisdom? Ponder times that you have sought earthly wisdom. What were the results?

Respond by being more diligent in pursuing godly wisdom. Create time and space in your day to pray 
and ask God for his wisdom when facing decisions.

DAY  T W O

Read James 3:13-18.

• How is wisdom revealed? 

• How do humility and wisdom go together? 

• What is the difference between wisdom and knowledge?

Reflect on the difference between wisdom and knowledge in your interactions. How do you practice 
wisdom in your relationships?

Respond by asking God to give you the humility to seek wisdom and not just knowledge.

DAY  O N E



1. How would you define wisdom? 

2. Look at James 3:1-12. What is the connection between James’ discussion about the tongue and 
wisdom? 

3. George mentioned that the person who is wise can apply that wisdom to relationships and 
interactions. How would you respond to that idea? 

4. George used the acronym MAD in describing the qualities of wisdom. Below is the meaning of the 
acronym:
• M-mindset (qualities of peace loving, considerate, willing to yield, persuadable)
• A-Actions (full of mercy and bearing good fruit)
• D-determination (unwavering and sincere; enduring constancy of the person) 

5. How can implementing these qualities create an environment that helps you find common ground 
when talking to someone with whom you disagree? Which ones are most challenging for you to 
implement? 

6. Pray with one another about situations that you are facing that require godly wisdom.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read James 3:13-18 again.

• What differentiates the traits of heavenly wisdom from earthly wisdom? 

• Identify the eight traits of heavenly wisdom that James mentions in verses 17-18.

Reflect on verse 18. James says that peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 
When have you sown peace? When haven’t you?

Respond this week by looking for opportunities to reveal the traits James mentions. As you interact with 
people, think about these characteristics, and choose to display them in your words and actions.

DAY  T H R E E


