
How do we engage our community? (Part 1)

Acts 17

“While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols.” (Acts 
17:16)

Possible responses:
• Attack
• Withdraw
• Blend in

“So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by 
day with those who happened to be there.” (Acts 17:17)

Paul’s approach:

• Framework

“Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said, ‘People of Athens! I see that in every way you are 
very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with 
this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am 
going to proclaim to you.

The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples 
built by human hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if needed anything. Rather, he himself gives 
everyone life and breath and everything else. From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so 
that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. For 
in him we live and move and have our being. As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’

Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an 
image made by human design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has 
appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”
(Acts 17:22-31)

• Discernment
• Engagement

Convictional Kindness

“And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.” (2 
Timothy 2:24)

A UNITED CHURCH IN A DIVIDED WORLD

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

Masks. Race. Politics. Election Results. It seems like so much of what we have experienced over the last 
year has included disagreement, division and conflict. Furthermore, this hasn’t simply been true in the 
culture at large, it’s also be true in church. So, how do we respond to this polarization and disunity? As 
we come out of the pandemic, our last series focused on moving forward individually—this series will 
discuss how we can move forward as a church. Now more than ever, our divided world needs a united 
church!

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

Over the last year, it’s been clear that division is present not only in our culture but also in our churches. 
At some point during this season, you have probably experienced tension and disagreement in 
relationships with other Christians. So, how do we handle these relationships? How can we have healthy 
interaction in hard conversations?
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A  U N I T E D  C H U R C H

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that 

practice during the United Church sermon series. As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for 
ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free Church family.  

Below is an example of how to pray the passage for yourself and the body of Christ at Hershey Free.
“Most Gracious Father, I praise you and you alone because you are God.  You are the creator and 

sustainer of all things and cannot be contained by anything made by humans.  Thank you for your 
goodness and your greatness. I humbly acknowledge that I am sustained only by your grace and 

kindness. Help me to live each day with gratitude and an attitude of surrender to you and only you.  
Amen.”

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Acts 17:24, “ The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of 

heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands.”



Read Acts 17:10-15.

• Where did Paul go after leaving Thessalonica? What was his first stop when he arrived in that area? 

• How are the Bereans described? What was the outcome of Paul’s message? 

• What did the Jews from Thessalonica do when they heard about Paul’s ministry in Berea?

Reflect on how you treat others who have a different perspective than you do. What is your modus 
operandi when you disagree with someone?

Respond by committing to listening to others before speaking. Determine to look for ways to bring 
reason into conversations that have the potential to be divisive.

DAY  T W O

Read Acts 17:1-9. 

• What did Paul do when he arrived at Thessalonica? On what did Paul base his reasoning in the 
synagogue in Thessalonica? How long did Paul stay in Thessalonica? 

• What did Paul “open” to them? What did Paul prove to them? 

• How did the Jews respond to Paul’s proclamation?  

• Of what did they accuse Paul and Silas? What charge was leveled against them?

Reflect on the situation described in these verses. Would you have the courage to proclaim Christ in the 
face of opposition? 

Respond by asking the Spirit to give you discernment about ways to have conversations with people 
who don’t know Jesus. Ask him for courage and grace to proclaim the truth.

DAY  O N E



1. When is it hard for you to engage with culture? What are the issues that distress you? 

2. What distressed Paul when he entered Athens? 

3. George used the term “convictional kindness.”  What would that look like in your conversations with 
people in your sphere of influence? 

4. All people, not just believers, are created in the image of God. How should that truth impact the way 
you engage others? 

5. What does it look like to live biblically around people who aren’t believers and accept current cultural 
norms? 

6. Pray with and for one another to engage cultural conversations with grace and truth?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Acts 17:16-34.

• How is the city of Athens described? 

• In addition to the synagogue, where did Paul reason daily with those who would listen? What 
branches of philosophy did Paul encounter? 

• What inscription found on an altar did Paul use to begin his sermon? (verse 23) 

• How does Paul describe God to his hearers? 

Reflect on the phrase, “In him we live and move and have our being.”  How do you live this reality in your 
spiritual life?

Respond in two ways. Have you made an idol of anything? Do you need to surrender a person or a thing 
that stands in the place of God? Also, take time to pray that we, as the people of Hershey Free Church, will 
engage our culture in meaningful, relevant, and grace-filled ways.

DAY  T H R E E


