
John the Baptist

Isaiah 40; Matthew 11

What are you waiting for?

The gift that God offers provides us with hope and comfort as we wait for his return.

Waiting in hope:
• Means believing in the hope. (Isaiah 40:3, Luke 2:17, 3:16)
• Means seeking clarity and understanding. (Matthew 11:2-3)
• Means we remember God’s promises. (Matthew 11:4-6)

How do we wait in hope? 
• We focus on our Savior and his promises. (Revelation 21:1-6)
• We give our waiting over to God and trust him.
• We wait with one another.
 

If you would like to share your prayer request with us you can do that here.

 

SNAPSHOTS OF CHRISTMAS

S E R M O N  N O T E S

https://hfcinfo.com/prayer-request


Below is an example of how to pray the passage.
“Most Holy Father, I know that one day your full glory will be revealed, and everyone everywhere will know 

who you are. During this season of your first advent, I pray that more people will receive your gift of salvation 

made possible through Jesus. I also pray that we will wait for his second advent with anticipation of seeing 

your power and glory fully revealed.  In your matchless name we pray. Amen.”

Description for Series 

If you could describe Christmas in one snapshot, what would it be? A picture of a manger scene? A
Christmas tree? A candle-lit worship service? All sorts of images come to mind when we reflect on the 
meaning of Christmas. In some sense, it’s hard to summarize this season in just one image.

In this series, we will look at five scenes—five snapshots—in the Christmas story. They are scenes of 
different characters and different experiences. While they may only be snapshots, each one helps us see 
the depth and dimension of the Christmas message. Likewise, through these snapshots we see how we 
are invited into the story.

N O V E M B E R  2 8 :  I S A I A H  4 0  &  M A T T H E W  1 1

S N A P S H O T S  O F  C H R I S T M A S

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice 

during the Snapshots of Christmas sermon series. As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, 
our families, and the local and global Hershey Free Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Isaiah 40:5. Pray this passage for those who need to know the glory of God in their 

lives. “And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

This week our snapshot is of John the Baptist. The Christmas story begins with the birth of John the 
Baptist, who is described in each of the gospels as the fulfillment of Isaiah 40:3. John’s birth is linked 
with a centuries-old promise that God would bring comfort to his people; thus, John’s birth represents 
the importance of waiting in hope. Interestingly, John himself must learn lessons about waiting when 
he becomes an adult (Matthew 11). He had to learn that God would ultimately fulfill his promises, even 
if Jesus had not come in the way John expected.

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Matthew 11:2-6, 25-30.

• What question does John have his disciples ask Jesus? What do you think caused John’s doubt 
regarding the identity of Jesus? 

• How does Jesus answer John’s question? Why do you think Jesus doesn’t answer directly? 

• What do verses 25-27 reveal about the identity of Jesus? What do they reveal about the relationship 
of the Father and the Son?

Reflect on the questions John asks of Jesus. When have you had doubts about the identity of Jesus? How 
did you respond when you were unsure about your relationship with Jesus because you doubted who he 
was?

Respond by reading verses 28-30 and then journaling your response to the following questions:   

• What does it mean to you that Jesus invites you into his rest?  

• What is your first thought or response when you feel weary or burdened? 

• How do  you stay yoked to Jesus?

DAY  T W O

Read Isaiah 40:3-6, 31.

• What is the context of this passage? To which individual does verse 3 refer? 

• How do these verses refer to both the first and the second coming of Jesus? 

• In whom was God’s glory revealed on this earth?

Reflect on what it means to you to experience the glory of the Lord in your personal life.

Respond by writing Isaiah 40:31 in your own words. Focus on how these verses bring you hope. As you 
write, think about how focusing on hope can help you wait when life is hard, frustrating, or challenging.

DAY  O N E



1. What are you waiting for? Why is waiting for something important hard? 

2. What does it look like to wait well? When have you waited with the right perspective? When have you 
not waited well?  

3. What barriers keep you from waiting well? 

4. What does it mean to wait with a correct view of eternity? How can we wait in hope because we know 
what will happen in the future? 

5. Take time to share something with your group and then pray with one another.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Revelation 21:1-8.

• What is your response when you read these verses? Are you excited? Do they cause you to anticipate 
heaven? 

• What do these verses reveal about the new heaven and the new earth? 

• How does Jesus define himself in these verses? What promises do you see in these verses?

Reflect on the statement, “I am making all things new!” What do these words mean to you personally as 
you think about your own walk with Jesus?

Respond by spending time worshiping. Praise God for his plan of redemption and his love for his 
children. Take time to listen to a favorite worship song as you remember what Jesus has done for you.

DAY  T H R E E


