
Zechariah

Luke 1

What’s a once-in-a-lifetime moment you would like to experience?

“In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly 
division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in the 
sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. But they were childless because 
Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old.” 

“Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was chosen by 
lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And 
when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.” 

“Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When 
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: ‘Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call 
him John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth…” (Luke 1:5-14)

“Zechariah asked the angel, ‘How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in 
years.’” (Luke 1:18)

Disappointment --> Doubt --> Disconnect

“The angel said to him, ‘I am Gabriel, I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to 
you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this 
happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.’”
 (Luke 1:19-20)

“His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: ‘Praise be to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, because he has come to his people and redeemed them.’” (Luke 1:67-68)

“…because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine 
on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.” (Luke 
1:78-79)

“Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help us in our time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16)

SNAPSHOTS OF CHRISTMAS

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.
“Heavenly Father, thank you for the good news of the Gospel of Christ which is ours by grace through faith in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Thank you for the truth of your Word and that I can live with certainty each day because 

of your faithfulness, grace, and mercy. Help me, during this Advent season, to live with the knowledge that 

because Jesus is coming again, I can reveal his goodness and love to others. In the precious name of Jesus, 

Amen.”

Description for Series 

If you could describe Christmas in one snapshot, what would it be? A picture of a manger scene? A
Christmas tree? A candle-lit worship service? All sorts of images come to mind when we reflect on the 
meaning of Christmas. In some sense, it’s hard to summarize this season in just one image.

In this series, we will look at five scenes—five snapshots—in the Christmas story. They are scenes of 
different characters and different experiences. While they may only be snapshots, each one helps us see 
the depth and dimension of the Christmas message. Likewise, through these snapshots we see how we 
are invited into the story.

D E C E M B E R  5 :  L U K E  1

S N A P S H O T S  O F  C H R I S T M A S

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice 

during the Snapshots of Christmas sermon series. As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, 
our families, and the local and global Hershey Free Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Luke 1:4. “...so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

Zechariah is the focus of this week’s snapshot. Of all the characters in the Christmas story, Zechariah is 
the person who should have been most prepared for these events. He was a priest, and he was serving 
in the temple when he encountered the angelic message about his son’s birth. Yet, he doubted. Due 
to life’s hardships, he was vulnerable to doubt even in the midst of religious activities. Through his 
experiences, Zechariah gains a new awareness of God’s mercy (Luke 1:72, 78). What can we learn from 
Zechariah’s life that will help us better understand the mercy of God?

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Luke 1:1-23 again.

• What priestly function was Zechariah chosen to do?  

• What astounding event happened when Zechariah went into the Temple? Who appears to him? How 
does he respond? 

• How is the child described by the angel? 

• What is the consequence to Zechariah’s unbelief? What is Elizabeth’s response to the news?

Reflect on the angel’s words, “your prayer has been heard.” Evidently, Zechariah and Elizabeth had prayed 
for a child, yet Zechariah had difficulty accepting the answer to their prayer. Reflect on times you’ve 
doubted God’s response to your prayers.

Respond by asking the Lord to help you trust in his timing to the things for which you are praying. 
Ask him to give you a posture like Elizabeth who was able to see God’s favor even when it wasn’t in her 
timing.

DAY  T W O

Read Luke 1:1-23. 

• How does the passage begin? What do you learn about Luke’s perspective about why he wrote the 
book? 

• Who are the people mentioned in these verses? (Try to identify all of them if possible.) 

• What was Zechariah’s position? What concern weighed heavily on Zechariah and Elizabeth?

Reflect on verse 4, “...so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.” Think about 
the past 4 weeks. When have you applied these words in your own life and when have you forgotten the 
truth of this statement?

Respond by putting yourself in the shoes of Zechariah and Elizabeth. They were “good” people who 
obeyed God’s Word and still were facing a devastating situation. Respond by confessing your own lack of 
faith in the goodness and will of God. Release the situation to the Lord’s control.

DAY  O N E



1. What would be a once in a lifetime experience for you? Have you had an “awe factor moment” in your 
life?  (An “awe factor moment” is one where you’ve experienced the presence of God.) 

2. In the passage, it appears that Zechariah believed that since God wasn’t working according to his 
agenda, that God wasn’t working at all. When do you struggle to believe that God is working? 

3. In reading the gospels we see the overarching story of redemption. How was that story lived out in 
Zechariah’s life? How is God’s story being lived out in your life? 

4. How did God transform Zechariah (his heart, his attitudes, his words) during the time he was unable 
to speak? How did Zechariah’s transformation impact others? 

5. Ultimately, Zechariah’s changed view of God led him to declare the mercy of God. How does the 
depth of God’s mercy engage your doubts and change you?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Luke 1:57-80.

• What is the response of the people to the birth of John the Baptist? (verse 58)  

• Describe the scene at the circumcision when the child is named. What happens to Zechariah at the 
circumcision? How does he respond to being able to speak? What is the response of the people? 

• List the things that are prophesied about John’s ministry. What do verses 5 and 80 tell us about the 
power in John’s ministry?

Reflect on Zechariah’s words in verse 78. He speaks of the tender mercy of our God.  Take time to think 
about these words for your own life. How has God revealed his tender mercy to you?

Respond by revealing mercy to others. During this Advent season, take time each day to consciously 
and intentionally extend mercy to someone who, in your eyes, may not deserve it. Keep in mind that 
you didn’t do anything to deserve God’s mercy, but he graciously extended it to you through the gift of 
salvation and the ongoing work of transformation.

DAY  T H R E E


