
Joseph

Courage = taking steps of costly obedience

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 
before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband 
was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’).

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his 
wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.” 
(Matthew 1:18-25)

“When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, ‘Get up,’ he said, ‘take the child and his 
mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.’

So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of 
Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’” (Matthew 
2:13-15)

“After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said, ‘Get up, take the child 
and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.

So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus 
was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he 
withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said 
through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.” (Matthew 2:19-23)

Observations:
• We need courage because we don’t know what the future holds.
• Courage begins by embracing the gospel.
• We need courage because God’s work is disruptive.

“Sooner or later, if we follow Christ we have to risk everything in order to gain everything. We have to gamble on 
the invisible and risk all that we see and taste and feel. But we know the risk is worth it, because there is nothing 
more insecure than this transient world.”   – Thomas Merton

SNAPSHOTS OF CHRISTMAS

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.
“Dear Father, thank you for your faithful promises spoken in your Word that our Savior would be born in a 

supernatural way. I am so grateful that his name, Immanuel, reveals the kind of relationship that we have with 

Jesus. He is with me, and I can know him personally and intimately. Help me to receive his grace and love in my 

life and show that grace and love to others. In the name of Immanuel, Amen.”

Description for Series 

If you could describe Christmas in one snapshot, what would it be? A picture of a manger scene? A
Christmas tree? A candle-lit worship service? All sorts of images come to mind when we reflect on the 
meaning of Christmas. In some sense, it’s hard to summarize this season in just one image.

In this series, we will look at five scenes—five snapshots—in the Christmas story. They are scenes of 
different characters and different experiences. While they may only be snapshots, each one helps us see 
the depth and dimension of the Christmas message. Likewise, through these snapshots we see how we 
are invited into the story.
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S N A P S H O T S  O F  C H R I S T M A S

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice 

during the Snapshots of Christmas sermon series. As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, 
our families, and the local and global Hershey Free Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Matthew 1:22-23. “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

Joseph is the snapshot for this week. The story of Christmas begins as a perceived tragedy for Joseph as 
he discovers that his fiancée appears to have violated their covenant of betrothal and became pregnant 
out of wedlock. As the angel visits Joseph, he becomes aware that there is more to the story and that 
the child Mary is carrying is the fulfillment of God’s promises. This child is Immanuel, the Messiah, the 
deliverer of Israel. Joseph shows that he is a loving and courageous man as he cares for and protects his 
family.  

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Matthew 2:13-15 and 19-23.

• What message does Joseph receive from the angel? What is his immediate response? 

• How does Joseph love and protect his family well? 

• Matthew again uses the word fulfilled in this passage. How does this passage again show that God is 
faithful to his promises?

Reflect on the character of Joseph in both passages studied. How do his responses to difficult situation 
encourage you? Challenge you?

Respond by writing the challenges you are currently facing. How can you courageously respond to those 
challenges through obedience rooted in faith? Ask the Spirit to give you the courage to overcome any 
fear that may be holding you back.

DAY  T W O

Read Matthew 1:18-24.

• How does Matthew’s gospel help “fill in the gaps” of the account of Jesus’ birth? How does his account 
help us understand the connection between the promises of the Old Testament and how they are 
fulfilled by Jesus? 

• Based on the information in this passage, how would you describe Joseph’s character? 

• Why would Joseph be afraid to marry Mary after he discovered she was pregnant?

Reflect on the story of Mary and Joseph and the challenges they faced because of Mary’s pregnancy.  
Think about times you have been misunderstood even though you did nothing wrong. How did those 
experiences impact your faith?

Respond by putting yourself in Mary and Joseph’s shoes. They both responded in obedience to the 
words of the angel. Pay special attention to the voice of the Spirit in your life and respond in obedience to 
what you are being asked to do, even if what you need to do is hard.

DAY  O N E



1. Why is this passage important to the birth narrative of Jesus? 

2. Joseph is told that the child will be called “Immanuel” which means God with us. Put yourself in 
Joseph’s shoes, how do you think he felt when he realized that the child to be born would be “God 
with him?”  What are examples of how you have experienced God with you? 

3. Joseph’s response to the angel’s visitation was to make a courageous decision. How did Joseph act 
courageously? How is acting courageously the opportunity to pursue costly obedience? 

4. How did Joseph’s response to the angel (taking Mary home as his wife) reveal his love and protection 
of her? 

5. How do Joseph’s responses to the angels’ commands reveal belief put into action? (i.e. faith) When has 
faith helped you put your beliefs into action?  

6. How has this passage deepened your view of Joseph? What qualities in this snapshot of Joseph’s life 
do you want to replicate in your own life?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read 1 John 4:7-12.
The Advent focus for this week is love. The passages that we looked at about his life reveal that Joseph 
acted from a posture of love in the way he interacted with Mary and Jesus. 

• What does this passage instruct us to do? How did Joseph live out the truth of this passage in his own 
life? 

• What is the ultimate example of God’s love? 

• How does loving one another make God’s love complete?

Reflect on the truth that it is not that we love God, but that he loved us. Let that reality permeate your 
mind and heart and think about why it’s so important to rest in that reality. Take time to worship God as 
you embrace his great love for you.

Respond by looking for ways to love the people in your life in practical ways. It may be a kind word 
when you’re frustrated or choosing patience instead of being short-tempered. Love is rooted in sacrifice, 
humility, and selflessness. Intentionally choose to reveal those qualities in the way you interact with and 
love others.
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