
Mary

What would it look like for you to thrive in 2022?

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” (Luke 1:28)

“In a loud voice she exclaimed: ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! … Blessed is 
she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” (Luke 1:42, 45)

What this looked like for Mary:
• Active dependence rather than autonomy
“’I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May your word to me be fulfilled.’ Then the angel left her.” (Luke 1:38)

• Hopefulness rather than helplessness
“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…” (Luke 1:46-47)

• Resilience rather than resignation

How did this happen?

• Preparation

Hannah (1 Samuel 2) Mary (Luke 1)
v. 1

My heart rejoices in the Lord...
v. 46f.

My soul glorifies the Lord; and my spirit rejoices 
in God my Savior.

v. 2
There is no one holy like the Lord.

v. 49
holy is his name.

v. 4
The bows of the warrior are broken but those 

who stumbled are armed with strength. 

v. 52
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

but has lifted up the humble.
v. 5

Those who were full hire themselves out for 
food, but those who were hungry are hunger 

no more.

v. 53
He has filled the hungry with good things but 

has sent the rich away empty.

 
• Process

“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

There are standard words in Judaism for thinking about events in one’s life so one could make sense of and narrate 
what God was doing in history.  To ponder is not to withdraw into silent meditation... but to deliberate in order to 
interpret. -- Scot McKnight, The Real Mary

SNAPSHOTS OF CHRISTMAS

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.
“Lord, you are worthy of all my praise. Every part of my being exalts your name. Thank you for saving me and 

providing a way for me to be in a relationship with you. In you I find so much joy knowing that you love me and 

redeemed me. In the name of Jesus, Amen.”

Description for Series 

If you could describe Christmas in one snapshot, what would it be? A picture of a manger scene? A
Christmas tree? A candle-lit worship service? All sorts of images come to mind when we reflect on the 
meaning of Christmas. In some sense, it’s hard to summarize this season in just one image.

In this series, we will look at five scenes—five snapshots—in the Christmas story. They are scenes of 
different characters and different experiences. While they may only be snapshots, each one helps us see 
the depth and dimension of the Christmas message. Likewise, through these snapshots we see how we 
are invited into the story.

D E C E M B E R  1 9 :  L U K E  1 - 2

S N A P S H O T S  O F  C H R I S T M A S

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice 

during the Snapshots of Christmas sermon series. As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, 
our families, and the local and global Hershey Free Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Luke 1:46-47. “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

The snapshot this week provides insights into Mary’s life. Throughout the Christmas story, Mary is 
surprised and humbled at her role in the coming of the Messiah. She must come to terms with the 
surprising ways God can work in fulfilling his promises. As she reflects on all that she has experienced, 
her words highlight the fact that God’s work can be unconventional. In fact, in her song, she reveals the 
broader biblical theme that God humbles the exalted and exalts the humble (Luke 1:51-52). How does 
Christmas encourage us to be open to God’s surprising work?

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Luke 1:46-56.

• What attributes of God are extolled in Mary’s song? 

• How does Mary describe herself in her song? What reasons does Mary give for believing that all 
generations would call her “blessed”? 

• What happens to people who fear God? (1:50) What happens to the proud? (1:51) To whom was God 
merciful? (1:54-55)

Reflect on the condition of your soul. Are you at a place where you would say that your soul exalts and 
magnifies the Lord?

Respond by writing your own song of praise displaying how God has worked in your life.

DAY  T W O

Read Luke 1:26-38.

• How does Luke describe Mary and give us insights into her genealogy? How does the angel address 
Mary? (verses 26-28) 

• How would you describe Mary’s response to the angel’s greeting? What question does she ask after 
the angel’s announcement that she would be the mother of Jesus? 

• How does Mary reveal faith in her final response to the angel? Imagine yourself in Mary’s situation?  
Why do you think she was able to respond with such faith?

Reflect on Mary’s words, “May your word to me be fulfilled.”  What does it take to respond with this level of 
obedience? Think about ways you respond to the Lord.  

Respond by praying about a current situation in your life. Ask the Spirit to give you a perspective like 
Mary’s that reflects a humble obedience.

DAY  O N E



1. What character traits would you ascribe to Mary? How do you think you would have responded to 
God’s message if you were in Mary’s shoes? 

2. How would you define the word “surrender?” How does your definition compare or contrast with the 
way Pastor George defined it?  

3. Mary’s response to the angel was, “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Has there been a time when you 
could have responded in a similar way?  

4. Mary was aware that the Holy Spirit was at work in her life when the angel came to her. For Mary, this 
was an ongoing reality throughout the entirety of her life. How are you paying attention or listening 
to the Holy Spirit to see how he is at work in your life? 

5. How does knowing that God is in control and his Spirit is at work in your life allow you to release and 
surrender to him? Give an example of this reality in your life. 

6. Mary said she was blessed to know she had a role in God’s mission. How would you answer this 
question: How am I blessed to be a part of God’s story? What opportunities is God giving you to honor 
and reveal him to others? As you ponder those questions, fill in the blank on this statement: “As I 
surrender to God’s plan it looks like:______________________ .”

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Luke 2:1-20.
This is the familiar Christmas Story. Take time to read it slowly and carefully. Perhaps read it in another 
translation to gain a different perspective.

• As you read this passage, what are the circumstances and challenges that Mary and Joseph faced? 

• What are the shepherds doing? Where are they? How do they respond to the angel’s proclamation? 

• What did the shepherds do after they saw Jesus? Why is it important the Luke tells us that the things 
the shepherds heard and saw was just as the angel said?

Reflect on what it means to treasure something in your heart the way that Luke describes Mary. Take 
time to ponder what the Lord has done for you in your life.

Respond by looking for an opportunity to share the good news of Jesus’ birth with someone this week. 

DAY  T H R E E


