
Simeon and Anna

Perspective!

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.” (Luke 2:25-27)

Perspective on the gospel:
• It’s breadth

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of 
your people Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32)

“I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles” (Isaiah 42:6)

“The Lord will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation 
of our God.” (Isaiah 52:10)

• It’s depth

“Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: ‘This child is destined to cause the failing and rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed…’” (Luke 2:34-35)

“…And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” (Luke 2:35)

SNAPSHOTS OF CHRISTMAS

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.
“Dear Father, it’s hard to comprehend that God the son would leave his heavenly home and be willing to come 

to earth to be born as a little baby, and live a perfect life, so that he could sacrifice his life our sins. I pray that, 

like Jesus, I would grow in grace and increase in wisdom and understanding for your honor and glory. And I 

pray that I would learn to say, without hesitation, “Thy will not mine be done in all things.” In the name of Jesus, 

Amen.”

Description for Series 

If you could describe Christmas in one snapshot, what would it be? A picture of a manger scene? A
Christmas tree? A candle-lit worship service? All sorts of images come to mind when we reflect on the 
meaning of Christmas. In some sense, it’s hard to summarize this season in just one image.

In this series, we will look at five scenes—five snapshots—in the Christmas story. They are scenes of 
different characters and different experiences. While they may only be snapshots, each one helps us see 
the depth and dimension of the Christmas message. Likewise, through these snapshots we see how we 
are invited into the story.
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S N A P S H O T S  O F  C H R I S T M A S

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice 

during the Snapshots of Christmas sermon series. As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, 
our families, and the local and global Hershey Free Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Luke 2:40. “And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the 

grace of God was on him.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

This week our snapshots are of Anna and Simeon, two people who only appear once in the New 
Testament. Yet, their stories are significant. For them, the waiting is over. Their patience has been 
honored as they see the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies about the birth of the Messiah. In 
their comments to Mary and Joseph, they show amazing insight into the significance of Jesus’ birth. 
Somehow in the turmoil and chaos of Roman occupation, they had not lost sight of what God was 
actually doing. Their understanding of God’s plan provided clarity and perspective. How does the 
Christmas story bring clarity and perspective to your life?

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Luke 2:25-35.

• How is Simeon described? What role did the Holy Spirit play in his life? 

• What is his response to seeing Jesus? How would you summarize the prophecy that Simeon speaks 
about Jesus? 

• In this joyous moment, Simeon speaks directly to Mary. What is revealed in this prophecy spoken to 
Mary?

Reflect on Simeon’s words to Mary. His words had to be hard to hear and difficult to understand. When 
have you wrestled with difficult situations that confronted your faith?   

Respond by praying about the future. Mary didn’t know what was ahead for her son or for herself 
even though Simeon’s strong words had to be unnerving. What situation, current or future, do you find 
unnerving? Take time to pray about it and release it to the loving hands of the Father.

DAY  T W O

Read Luke 2:21-24.

• Why do Mary and Joseph travel to Jerusalem? (verse 21) 

• How do Mary and Joseph’s actions, for themselves, reveal their understanding of the Law? (Leviticus 
12:2-3) 

• How did Mary and Joseph follow the Law by offering their firstborn to God? (Exodus 13:11-15)

Reflect on the concept of consecration. Are there examples of sacrifice in your own life that could be 
classified as consecrating something or someone to the Lord? If so, what are they? If not, why not?

Respond by taking the time today to consecrate your life to God as an act of obedience, humility, and 
recognition of his Lordship in your life.

DAY  O N E



1. Prior to this morning, what did you know about Simeon and Anna? How would you describe the 
responses of Simeon and Anna?  

2. Take a moment and reflect on Simeon’s prayer in Luke 2:29-32. What does this prayer tell you about 
God’s promise of salvation? Contrast the imagery in verses 29-32 with verses 34-35. Taking theses 
verses together, what do you learn about the Messiah and the message he brings?  

3. Interact this phrase: when you narrow your perspective, you minimize the mission. What happens to 
our mission as Christians if we narrow our perspective?  

4. What are signs that the mission of the Gospel has been minimized or shrunk? Are there ways that you 
have seen this happen in your own life? What caused this to happen? 

5. What are some ways that we wrestle with God on our journey of following Jesus? What is difficult for 
you to release to God?  

6. Spend some time acknowledging to God what has been a struggle for you to release to him. Ask him 
to help you not only grow in knowledge of who he is, but for you to be able to live out every moment 
as you release your life fully to him. 

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Luke 2:36-40.

• Describe the prophetess that Mary and Joseph encounter.  

• What prophetic message does she give to those in the Temple that day? 

• How would you describe Mary and Joseph’s attention to the requirements of the Law?

Reflect on the way that Anna and Simeon waited for the birth of Jesus and compare or contrast it to the 
way that you wait. What can you learn from them?

Respond by writing down the name of each of the people we heard about during the Snapshots of 
Christmas series. As you write their names, write a sentence or two describing the ways their stories have 
strengthened you in your faith journey.

DAY  T H R E E


