
That You Should Know

“Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.’” (Luke 9:58)

“Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were 
handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, 
since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account 
for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.” (Luke 
1:1-4)

“But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name.” (John 20:31)

“…a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” (Mark 1:3)

The journey of Jesus invites us to journey with Jesus.

SCRIPTURE AUTHOR CHARACTERS
Matthew 21:6 They did just as Jesus told 

them...
Matthew 21:11 The crowds answered, ‘This is 

Jesus, the prophet from 
Nazareth...’

Matthew 21:12 Jesus entered the temple...

Resource Mentioned: Peter Williams, Can We Trust the Gospels?

LOVE THIS BOOK

S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

“Dear Father, Thank you for the truths that are written in your Word. Thank You that my salvation does not 

depend on what I do but on what Christ did on the cross on my account. I praise you for my salvation, which 

was made possible by Jesus, God’s Son. May many believe the truth that Jesus is the Messiah and that he brings 

abundant life now and for eternity. In the name of Jesus I pray, Amen.”

Description for Series 

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We 
will explore the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than 
examining one of the Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life 
and ministry will be explored in all four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are 
two overarching questions to keep in mind. First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? 
Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the 
life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us about the gospel and our mission to live 
as followers of Christ.

J A N U A R Y  2

L O V E  T H I S  B O O K ,  P A R T  3

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is John 20:31. “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

This study should again challenge us to reexamine our personal faith journey as we engage the life 
of Jesus, his teachings, and the interactions and events of his life. May each of us experience a deeper 
walk with Jesus as we study and engage Love This Book: On the Journey with Jesus. To introduce our 
study, we will look at Luke 1:1-4 and John 20:30-31. 

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read John 20:29-31.

• What contrast does Jesus make in verse 29 about believing in him? 

• What does verse 30 tell you about the extent of Jesus’ ministry? 

• Why did John record the events about Jesus’ life and ministry?

Reflect on what it means to you to have life in the name of Jesus.

Respond by intentionally sharing what it means to you to have life that comes from believing in Jesus.

DAY  T W O

Read Luke 1:1-4.

• To whom is Luke writing? 

• How would you describe the overall tone of Luke’s introduction to the book? 

• What is the purpose of Luke’s letter? (verse 4)

Reflect on your own beliefs. Who or what did you investigate before you chose to follow Jesus?

Respond by journaling why you are certain that your beliefs in Jesus and the claims of Christianity are 
true.

DAY  O N E



1. Luke wrote his gospel to help Theophilus better understand the life and ministry of Jesus. Think 
of someone you know who doesn’t know Jesus. How would you describe Jesus’s ministry to that 
individual? 

2. According to John 20:29-30, what are the major themes of John’s Gospel? How do these verses help 
you understand the mission that we are called to pursue? 

3. How does Jesus’ earthly life encourage you in your journey of faith? 

4. Use five words to describe your journey with Jesus when you first became a believer. What five words 
would you use to describe your journey with Jesus this past year?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Luke 1:1-4 and John 20:29-31 again.

This time, instead of answering questions about the passage, think of someone that either doesn’t know 
Jesus or who is struggling with their belief in Jesus (or Christianity). Put yourself in Luke’s shoes and write 
a paragraph that address their concerns or questions. Include ideas that you gleaned from reading John 
20 as well.

Next, pray about how you could present your thoughts in a conversation with the person. Then, 
intentionally find a time when you can sit with the person and dialog with them. 

Start the New Year with a fervency and urgency to share your faith with others. Ask yourself if your beliefs 
matter enough to arrange your life around the message of the Gospel. Become a disciple-maker this year, 
not just someone who believes the truth, but rather someone who practices what he or she believes.

DAY  T H R E E


