
Jesus, the Incarnate Word

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1)

What does this say about Jesus?

The “Word”:
• Revelation
• Results
• Relationship

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was 
life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it.” (John 1:1-4)

“The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world 
was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:9-14)

What does this say about us?

To live well, we need to listen well.

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight” (Philippians 
1:9)
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Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

“Dear Father, thank you for the privilege of prayer and for redeeming me so that I can be part of your family as 
your child. Thank you for the example of Paul who prayed for the believers in Philippi. I pray for my brothers 

and sisters in Christ at Hershey Free Church, that our love may increase and multiply and that we would grow in 
the grace and in knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As we focus on our time of prayer and fasting, 
may we all humble ourselves before you and grow in unity. We pray this in the name of the Father, the Son and 

the Spirit, AMEN..”

Description for Series 

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We 
will explore the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than 
examining one of the Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life 
and ministry will be explored in all four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are 
two overarching questions to keep in mind. First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? 
Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the 
life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us about the gospel and our mission to live 
as followers of Christ.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for the next three weeks will be Philippians 1:9-11. Week One will focus on verse 9 as we pray for 

unity through abundant love that is rooted in knowledge and insight.“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound 
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight” (Philippians 1:9)

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

John’s Gospel begins differently than the other Gospels; he wants to make sure that we understand 
Jesus is God’s Word to us. As God’s Word, Jesus communicates light and life. Without him, we are stuck 
in death and darkness. This emphasis on the divine word highlights the fact that God is pursuing a 
relationship with us—he is the God who communicates! 

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read John 1:1-18 again. Focus on verses 6-13 to answer the following questions.

• What was John the Baptist’s role in God’s plan of salvation for all people? 

• Verse 11 says that Jesus’ own people did not receive him. Why didn’t the majority of the Jewish 
community believe Jesus? Why might it have been difficult for them to trust the things he said? 

• What does it mean to “become children of God?” Why did John write that children of God are born of 
God?

Reflect on why the world does not recognize Jesus even though John states that the world was made 
through Jesus. How do you see Jesus in the world around you?

Respond by writing out the things that you believe to be true about Jesus that prompted you to
receive salvation. (Think about what John means when he says, “to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God,” as you write your response.) 

DAY  T W O

Read John 1:1-18. Focus on verses 1-5 to answer the following questions. 

• Why does John choose to use the word “Word” in reference to Jesus? Read Hebrews 1:1-2. In what way 
is Jesus the ultimate word of God to man? 

• What do you think John means when he says, “In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind?” 

• To whom is John referring when he states, “the light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 
understood it?”

Reflect on the truth that Jesus was with God in the beginning. What does this truth tell us about the 
character and person of Jesus?

Respond by taking time to thank God for his plan of redemption, by thanking Jesus for coming to earth 
to live with humans, and by thanking the Spirit who continues the work of transformation in our lives.
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1. How would you define the idea of “Incarnate Word?’ 

2. How does John’s description of Jesus in John 1:1-2 connect to Genesis 1:1? 

3. What is John saying about Jesus? What is he saying about following Jesus? John’s passage (1:1-18) is 
proclaiming the message of the Gospel. How are you proclaiming the message of the Gospel? 

4. George asked us to think about this question, “To whose voice are you listening?” As you ponder this 
question ask yourself, what voices in your life drown out the voice of God? Whose voices take priority 
in your life and lessen the voice of God? 

5. Discuss how you make time to listen to the voice of God.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read John 1:1-18 again. Focus on verses 14-18 to answer the following questions.

• Why is it important that Jesus became flesh and lived among human beings? 

• In what ways did Jesus’ life on earth reveal the character of God? 

• List ways that Jesus was the perfect example of grace and truth.

Reflect on what John means when he says, “from the fullness of grace we have all received one
blessing after another.” Take time to write down some of the blessings of grace that you have received.

Respond by looking for ways to live as the light of Christ to those around you.
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