
Jesus, the Coming King

“In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near.’ This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: ‘A voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’

John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild 
honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their 
sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: ‘You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And 
do not think you can say to yourselves, We have Abraham as our father. I tell you that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good 
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I 
am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
(Matthew 3:1-12)

Reality
What comes to your mind when you hear “kingdom of heaven”?

Response
What comes to your mind when you hear “repent”?

“…so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ” 
(Philippians 1:10)
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Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

“Dear Father, all wisdom comes from you. Our prayer this week is that we will listen to your Spirit so that we 

can discern the best way to reflect you by the way we live.  Help us to love and care for others with honesty and 

authenticity.  Give us insight about how to use our time wisely and help us prioritize time with you so that we 

can grow spiritually as we prepare ourselves to live with you both now and forever. In the name of the Father, 

Son, and Spirit, Amen.”

Description for Series 

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We 
will explore the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than 
examining one of the Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life 
and ministry will be explored in all four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are 
two overarching questions to keep in mind. First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? 
Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the 
life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us about the gospel and our mission to live 
as followers of Christ.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for the next three weeks will be Philippians 1:9-11. Week Two will focus on verse 10 as we pray for 

wisdom. “..so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,” 

(Philippians 1:10)

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

John the Baptist’s ministry introduces us to the message of the Kingdom of God/Heaven. He shows that 
with the arrival of this Kingdom comes the reality of judgment as well as the promise of God’s work of 
renewal and restoration. However, to engage this message properly we must reorient ourselves to this 
new reality—we must repent and obey. The message of Jesus does not reform you—it changes you.
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Read Matthew 3:1-12, focusing on verses 4-10. As you read these verses, it’s important to remember 
that John the Baptist was fulfilling prophecies made by Isaiah hundreds of years earlier. John’s presence 
reminded the people that God had not abandoned them and that his plan of a coming King was still 
possible.

• Describe what John the Baptist looked like. Why do you think people were drawn to him? What 
motivated them to confess their sins and be baptized? 

• John’s message was one of repentance and a call to a changed heart. Why is John so confrontational 
with the Pharisees and Sadducees? (Remember their respective roles in Israel’s religious culture.) 

• How would you interpret John’s message about cutting down trees? What did he want the religious 
leaders to understand?

Reflect on the phrase, “produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” How does that challenge you in your 
personal life?

Respond by looking for opportunities to practice the fruit of the Spirit in your relationships and 
interactions. Ask the Spirit to empower you to live that way.
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Read Matthew 3:1-12. 

• What do you think Matthew meant when he said, “In those days?” 

• What was the central idea of John’s message? 

• Where did John the Baptist’s ministry take place?

Reflect on the things that prepared you to meet Jesus. Think back to the time before you accepted Jesus’ 
invitation to salvation. What events, people, or circumstances led up to accepting Christ?

Respond by journaling your salvation experience. As you write, thank Jesus for the gift of salvation and 
for drawing you to him.
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1. What images come to mind when you think of heaven? How would you define the Kingdom of 
Heaven? 

2. The Lord’s Prayer states, “your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” What are the 
implications from this passage about how you are to live? How does this passage connect to John’s 
proclamation that, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come near?” 

3. George stated in his sermon that the kingdom of heaven is an invasion that requires a re-orientation 
of our lives. In what ways has this been true in your life? What areas still require a re-orientation? 

4. George commented that repentance opens us up to receive more from God. ( i.e., His love, 
faithfulness, mercy, grace, etc.) What does ongoing repentance look like for you? 

5. Philippians 1:10 is an invitation from God to discern what is best for us so that we can become more 
like Christ. Pray this verse for one another and ask God to give each person discernment about ways 
to repent of attitudes, actions, and thoughts that keep them from being pure and blameless.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Matthew 3:1-12, focusing on verses 11 and 12.

• How does John’s description of Jesus reveal how John viewed his own status in comparison to Jesus? 

• Compare and contrast John’s baptism with Jesus’ baptism. 

• What are three things John said would be true ONLY of Jesus, the one who would come after him? 

• Why do you think John used the imagery he did in verse 12? What does he want people to 
understand?

Reflect on the attitude John had toward Jesus. Even before he met Jesus, John saw him as the coming 
King. Think about your attitude toward Jesus. Do you see him as King, Redeemer, Creator? Do you treat 
him as God and Lord of your life?

Respond by writing a prayer of praise and worship as a reminder that Jesus is the King and the King is 
coming again!
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