
Jesus and the New Age

“Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’ They did so, and the master of 
the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though 
the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, ‘Everyone brings out 
the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved 
the best till now.’” (John 2:8–10)

 
“Jesus changes the water of Judaism into the wine of Christianity…the water of the law into the wine of the 
gospel.” - Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, 155

 

 

* A recommended book to go further in this text is Irresistible: Reclaiming the New that Jesus Unleashed for the 
World by Andy Stanley. It is a lengthy book, but you may read the first two chapters for free here. 

LOVE THIS BOOK

S E R M O N  N O T E S

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/a8b4cf0a47b908b24aa28cce2/files/318b3ff1-d714-463d-bd3b-f6219418206f/Irresistible_Chapters_1_and_2.pdf


Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

“Dear Father, during the past two weeks we have prayed that we would be a church family known for love that 

brings unity and for discernment that results in wisdom. This week our prayer is that our lives would reflect 

the character and lifestyle that results from knowing and living like Jesus. Help us to boldly live the gospel that 

Jesus lived when he walked this earth. May our singular focus be to honor Jesus for God’s glory and not our 

own well-being. We pray this in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen.”

Description for Series 

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We 
will explore the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than 
examining one of the Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life 
and ministry will be explored in all four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are 
two overarching questions to keep in mind. First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? 
Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the 
life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us about the gospel and our mission to live 
as followers of Christ.

J A N U A R Y  2 3

L O V E  T H I S  B O O K ,  P A R T  3

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for the next three weeks will be Philippians 1:9-11. Week Three will focus on verse 11 as we pray 

for boldness. “...filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. “ 

(Philippians 1:11)

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

Appropriately, Jesus’ first miracle takes place in a scene of celebration. In some sense, the wedding feast 
relates to Messianic themes and imagery. While Mary focuses on the immediate need for wine, Jesus’ 
actions reveal something more profound is happening—it’s the coming of the new age. Interestingly, 
Jesus’ first miracle says something about the new age that he is introducing—it’s an age that restores 
and brings joy to those who participate.

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read John 2:1-12, focusing on verses 5-10. To grasp the meaning of these verses, it’s necessary to 
understand some of the meaning behind the details that John mentions. Take note that the jars were 
used for purification, which has significance when thinking about the redemptive work of Jesus. 

• What instructions does Jesus give to the servants? What are the two scenarios in the passage that 
describe the actions of the servants? 

• How do you think the servant’s felt about taking jars of water to the master of the banquet? How do 
you think they responded when they realized that the water was wine? 

• Based on the interaction in the passage, who did the master of the banquet credit for the new wine? 

Reflect on the way that Jesus graciously interceded at the wedding and think about ways he is graciously 
interceding for you. Scripture tells us that Jesus consistently intercedes on our behalf even when we don’t 
realize it.  

Respond by giving your best even when you don’t feel like it. Jesus gave the best wine to the people at 
the wedding because he can only give his best. Let’s be people who model that same attitude and action.

DAY  T W O

Read John 2:1-12. 

• According to the passage, who was invited to the wedding? Imagine for a minute what the disciples 
were thinking when they went to the wedding. What expectations do you think they had about 
attending the event? 

• What was the circumstance at the wedding that prompted Mary to speak to Jesus? 

• What did Jesus mean when he said, “my time has not yet come?” 

Reflect on the scene again. The disciples had no idea what was about to occur. Think about your own 
life and the times that Jesus showed up when you were not expecting him. Let those thoughts permeate 
your heart and result in a time of gratitude and thanksgiving. 

Respond by looking for opportunities to bless someone when they least expect it.

DAY  O N E



1. What was your main take-away from the sermon today? 

2. Nik talked about ceremonial cleanliness and how important it was to the Jews. They believed they 
needed to make sure they were clean/pure? What are ways that we try to make ourselves clean/good 
in God’s eyes? Why are those things never enough?  

3. When are you tempted to settle for less in your Christian life because you’re afraid to trust Jesus for 
more? What did you settle for? 

4. What are the things that make us religious but hinder our relationship with Jesus? 

5. How does the wine that Jesus provided symbolize the reality that what Jesus does for us is best?  

6. Why is it significant that John tells us that Jesus spent time with his family and his disciples after the 
miracle at Cana? 

7. End your discussion by praying the Philippians verse, asking God to give you boldness as your live out 
your faith.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read John 2:1-12, focusing on verses 11 and 12.

• Was this miracle performed in public or was it a private miracle? Who does the text say believed as a 
result of this miracle? (verse 11) 

• The text tells us this was a miraculous sign. Why does John use that language instead of saying it was 
a miracle? 

• How do you interpret verse 12? What does the verse tell us about Jesus and the way he viewed 
community and relationships?

Reflect on why you decided to put your faith in Christ.

Respond by writing down the ways your life has changed because you’ve put your faith in Christ
and accepted the salvation offered through the work of Jesus on the cross.

DAY  T H R E E


