
Jesus, the Disciplemaker

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you 
may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.” (Philippians 1:9-11)

“When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived 
in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali…” (Matthew 4:12-14)

“As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. 
They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. ‘Come follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out 
to fish for people.’ At once they left their nets and followed him. Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John. There were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. 
Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.” (Matthew 4:18-22)

The nature of this invitation:
• It’s relational
• It’s formational
• It’s missional

Two observations:
• This is a journey.
• To move forward, you must leave certain things behind.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)

Below are resources that will help you disciple kids and students.
• Habits of the Household by Justin Whitmel Earley
• Sticky Faith by Kara E. Powell and Dr. Chap Clark
• Faith Conversations for Families by Jim Burns
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Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

“Dear Jesus, Thank you for the privilege of being your disciple. Give me the courage and desire to proclaim your 

name to those around me, especially to those who don’t know you. May my words and actions reflect you well 

so that others are drawn to your love and grace. Help me to be a disciplemaker, not just a disciple to believers 

and who doesn’t reach out to others. May our church be known as people who love with words and actions. In 

the precious name of Jesus, Amen.”

Description for Series 

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We 
will explore the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than 
examining one of the Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life 
and ministry will be explored in all four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are 
two overarching questions to keep in mind. First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? 
Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the 
life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us about the gospel and our mission to live 
as followers of Christ.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Matthew 4:19-20. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for 

people.” At once they left their nets and followed him.” 

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

As Jesus’ ministry unfolds, he calls others the follow. As we understand who Jesus is, we also 
understand ourselves as disciples. To be a disciple is to be a listener and a learner.
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Read John 1:35-51, focusing on verses 43-51.

• Who initiated the conversation with Philip? What simple invitation does Jesus extend to Philip? 

• What is Philip’s response to Jesus’ invitation? How does Philip’s description of Jesus reveal the 
continued storyline of Scripture that began in the Old Testament? 

• What is Nathanael’s initial response to hearing about Jesus? How do we know that he changes his 
perspective about Jesus? How does his declaration connect to the ongoing story of God’s redemptive 
plan? 

Reflect on your view of Jesus. Like Nathanael, when have you been skeptical about his identity? What 
declaration do you need to make about the person of Jesus?

Respond by choosing to be like Andrew and Nathanael who are the first examples of an evangelist. Write 
the name(s) that God is laying on your heart to invite to “come and see” Jesus.
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Read John 1:35-51. Focus on verses 35-42.

• Describe the scene in verses 35-37. What declaration does John the Baptist make about Jesus? 

• How do the two disciples of John respond to Jesus’ call? (Andrew is identified as one of the disciples. 
Most commentators believe that the other disciple was John, the author of the book of John.) What is 
Andrew’s first thought when he interacts with Simon? 

• What is Jesus’ first interaction with Simon? How does Simon’s name change point to the ministry he 
will have in the future? 

Reflect on  the question Jesus asks, “What do you want?” Have you considered this question as an 
invitation from Jesus to come to him with your needs and desires? Take time to ponder that thought 
today.

Respond by focusing on the invitation that Jesus extended to Andrew, and most likely John, “Come and 
you will see.” Make the invitation personal and respond by sitting with Jesus and learning from him as you 
spend time in the Word this week.
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1. What words would you use to describe someone who is a disciple? What words would you use to 
describe someone who is a disciplemaker? 

2. What is an apprentice? How does the term apprentice describe what it means to follow Jesus? 

3. Why is there a cost to following Jesus? What has following Jesus cost you? 

4. As the disciples responded to Jesus’ call to follow him, it resulted in a radical re-arrangement of their 
lives. Has following Jesus caused you to re-arrange your life? Why or why not? 

5. What does discipleship look like in your family context? (Think about it from the perspective of a 
student, a single adult, a parent, or a grandparent?) 

6. If we are all called to be disciples, who is God calling you to disciple? Discuss ways that you can live as 
a disciplemaker in your school, home, workplace, and community. 

7. Take time to pray with your family and/or group about the individual(s) you believe God is asking you 
to disciple.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Matthew 4:18-22.

• What is different about this passage from the account in John? What is similar? 

• What was the vocation of these disciples? Why was it surprising that Jesus would call fishermen to be 
his disciples? 

• How would you characterize the response of the disciples? How does their response reveal 
commitment and sacrifice?

Reflect on your spiritual journey? How would you describe your response to the call of Jesus to follow 
him?

Respond by recommitting yourself to a deeper life of discipleship as you intentionally practice living with 
Jesus, loving like Jesus, and leading others to do the same.
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