
Jesus, the Healer

“Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath he taught the people. They were 
amazed at his teaching, because his words had authority. In the synagogue there was a man possessed by 
a demon, an impure spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, ‘Go away! What do you want with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!’ 

‘Be quiet!’ Jesus said sternly. ‘Come out of him!’ Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came 
out without injuring him.” (Luke 4:31-35)

“Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high 
fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at 
once and began to wait on them. At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and 
laying his hands on each one, he healed them. Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, ‘You are the 
Son of God!’ But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah.” 
(Luke 4:38-41)

These scenes reveal Jesus’:
• Power and his passion
• His mission

“This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: He took our infirmities and bore our diseases.” 
(Matthew 8:17)

“At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he 
was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God 
to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.’ And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.” 
(Luke 4:42-44)

These scenes give us:
• Perspective
• Hope

“Jesus’s miracles are not just a challenge to our minds but a promise to our hearts that the world we all want 
is coming.” – Tim Keller, The Reason for God
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Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

“Dear Father, help me to be continually amazed at who you are and what you say through your word. May I be 

receptive to the words that you speak because you teach with power and authority. Open my mind and heart 

as I seek to understand and apply your words and example in my life. In the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, 

I pray. Amen.”

Description for Series 

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We 
will explore the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than 
examining one of the Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life 
and ministry will be explored in all four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are 
two overarching questions to keep in mind. First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? 
Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the 
life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us about the gospel and our mission to live 
as followers of Christ.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Luke 4:32. As you focus on praying the verse this week, reflect on your call as a 

disciple. “They were amazed at his teaching, because his words had authority.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

This day in the life of Jesus reveals both Jesus’ power and his passion; he has power over the 
brokenness of our world, and he has passion to see people restored. These miracles reveal Jesus’ 
identity as the one bringing about God’s plan of restoration (see Isaiah 42, 61); they are signs that 
God’s kingdom has arrived. How we are to think about healing in our own day? We have to see it as 
both possible and providential. Ultimately, Jesus’ miracles give us a realistic perspective on life—they 
reveal life’s brokenness at its deepest level. However, they also give us hope. As Tim Keller says: “Jesus’s 
miracles are not just a challenge to our minds but a promise to our hearts that the world we all want is 
coming.”
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Read Luke 4:31-44, focusing on verses 38-41.

• To whose home does Jesus go after ministering in the synagogue? Luke is the only writer to mention 
the reason Peter’s mother-in-law was ill. What is her physical ailment? 

• How did the events earlier in the day motivate the people to ask for Jesus’ help? 

• How would you describe the ministry that Jesus had that evening in Peter’s house?  

Reflect on this passage by focusing on Jesus and the power and authority that he has over all things. 
Take time to thank him for coming to earth as God in the flesh. Give him honor and praise because he is 
the Holy One of God! 

Respond by thinking about ways that you can show compassion to those in need. Jesus did not walk 
away from those who had physical and spiritual needs. He ministered to those on the margins of society 
and showed them God’s love. Write down individuals to whom you can do the same thing in a more 
intentional way.
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Read Luke 4:31-44.

• On which day does Jesus choose to begin teaching in Capernaum? How did the people respond to 
Jesus’ teaching? 

• Where did Jesus encounter the man possessed by an evil spirit? Why do you think the man was able 
to identify Jesus as the Holy One of God? 

• What statement is repeated in verse 36 that was also mentioned in verse 32? What question was 
being asked by the people observing the scene? 

Reflect on the scene. What words would you use to describe the thoughts and perspectives of the people 
who were viewing Jesus’ teaching? How do you think you would have responded?

Respond by journaling ways that you have seen Jesus’ power at work in your life or the lives of others. 
How have you overcome struggles and challenges with the help and power of Jesus?
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1. How was God’s plan for ultimate restoration revealed through the miracles Jesus performed? 

2. How did these events reveal that Jesus is the Son of God? How did performing miraculous acts help 
people believe that Jesus was the promised Messiah? 

3. As you read the passage and think about the healing acts that Jesus performed, what questions come 
to mind for you about who Jesus is today?  

4. Interact with this quote from Tim Keller, “Jesus’s miracles are not just a challenge to our minds but 
a promise to our hearts that the world we all want is coming.” How does this quote challenge your 
thinking and also give you hope? 

5. In your small group or family, take time to imagine yourself in this scene. The passage tells us that 
the people were amazed at his teaching because he taught with authority. Share with each other 3-5 
words that describe how you might have felt in that setting.  

6. Look at verses 42-44. What do these verses teach us about spiritual rhythms in Jesus’ life? What 
rhythms do you have in place to be renewed and refreshed in your relationship with God?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Luke 4:31-44, focusing on verses 42-44.

• What do these verses teach us about rhythms in Jesus’ life? If Jesus was the Son of God, why do you 
think he took time to get away to be alone? 

• Why did the people want Jesus to stay with them? 

• How does Jesus’ response reveal his priority?

Reflect on Jesus’ answer to the people’s request to remain in Capernaum. He knew his purpose and didn’t 
give in to their demands. Think about times you choose to please people instead of focusing on living 
God’s mission. Ask the Spirit to give you the wisdom to know how to respond to people’s requests in a 
way that still maintains your focus on God’s mission.

Respond by making the mission of God a priority in your day. What would it look like to give the Gospel 
preference in your attitudes and interactions?
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