
Jesus, the Agitator

“Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. He appointed twelve 
that they might be with him and that he might send them...”  (Mark 3:13–14)

“Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. A crowd was sitting 
around him, and they told him, ‘Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.’ ‘Who are my mother and 
my brothers?’ he asked. Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, ‘Here are my mother and 
my brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.’” (Mark 3:31-35)

To learn more about the topics mentioned in today’s message, check out the following resources:

• “Pharisees Then and Now,” Kingdom Roots Podcast, accessed February 18, 2018.
• Tim Mackie, “Jesus and the Torah - Gospel of Matthew Part 6,” Exploring My Strange Bible.
• Continuity and Discontinuity: Perspectives on the Relationship Between the Old and New Testaments edited 

by John Feinberg
• The Law and Its Fulfillment: A Pauline Theology of Law by Thomas Schreiner

LOVE THIS BOOK

S E R M O N  N O T E S

https://podcastaddict.com/episode/125588886
https://exploring-my-strange-bible.simplecast.com/episodes/1ad41a0c-1ad41a0c


Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

“Gracious Father, thank you for sending Jesus to save me from my sins. Help me to remember that I am broken 

and sinful and that, without your grace, I know that I would be lost. You came to give me life, to forgive my sins, 

and to provide healing in my brokenness. Give me the strength and grace to help others find their way to your 

love and mercy. In Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Description for Series 

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We 
will explore the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than 
examining one of the Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life 
and ministry will be explored in all four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are 
two overarching questions to keep in mind. First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? 
Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the 
life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us about the gospel and our mission to live 
as followers of Christ.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Mark 2:17. As you focus on praying the verse this week, reflect on your call as a 

disciple. “On hearing this, Jesus said to them, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners.’”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

These different scenes reveal the fact that Jesus’ ministry creates rising controversy. The reality is this: 
Jesus disrupts the status quo. These stories show that Jesus came to forgive sin, conquer evil, and 
create a new family. The one thing you can’t do with Jesus: simply reduce him to a good moral teacher!

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Mark 2:18-27.

• What images does Jesus use to explain why he and his disciples are not fasting on the Sabbath? 

• What analogy did Jesus use to defend his disciples (verse 19)? What does this teach about Jesus, his 
disciples, and their life together? When will they fast (verse 20)? 

• What was Jesus’ key point in telling the parables of the wineskins and the patched garment? What 
does this tell us about the Gospel and life of following Jesus? 

• Jesus offended the Jewish religious leaders by doing on the Sabbath what they considered unlawful. 
What does Mark want us to understand about the identity of Jesus from this encounter? 

Reflect on your life as a disciple. Jesus’ teaching challenges our discipleship by using the illustration of 
the wineskin. Are you trying to pour new wine in old wineskins? In other words, are you trying to follow 
Jesus without truly allowing him to work in your life and change you? How do you need to surrender to 
him to experience new life?

Respond by thinking about what it means to practice the Sabbath. Jesus’ teaching connects to the 
creation account in Genesis and how God modeled rest on the seventh day. How can you create a 
Sabbath in your life that leads to rest?
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Read Mark 2:1-17.

• What groups of people are present when the man is lowered through the roof? What are the different 
responses to Jesus’ declaration of forgiveness and healing? 

• What provocative statement does Jesus make about himself as he confronts the attitudes of the 
religious leaders?  

• What groups of people are present when Jesus encounters Levi? Why were the Pharisees so upset that 
Jesus interacted with sinners? 

• Using your own words, explain the phrase, “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

Reflect on these two stories. In the first one, Jesus tells the paralyzed man that his sins are forgiven. In 
the second, he chooses to eat with someone who was an outcast in the Jewish culture. Put yourself in the 
shoes of these two people. How has Jesus forgiven and healed you? How has he valued you even when 
you may have felt you were unlovable?

Respond today by showing value to someone in your family, community, or workplace that others 
have disrespected or acted dismissively towards. Be provocative and courageous in your actions for the 
Kingdom!
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1. What would cause Jesus’ family to say, “He is out of his mind?” What do you think Jesus did that caused 
that reaction from them? Have you ever been afraid that you would be accused of being different 
because you were a Christ-follower? Share about a time when you felt that way. 

2. The teachers of the law accused Jesus of driving out demons because he was the prince of demons.  
Jesus’ response is to tell a parable. How does the parable reveal his identity? 

3. These passages from Mark 2 and 3 portray Jesus as an “agitator.” He was stirring people up regarding 
his message and mission. In the Mark 3 verses (20-35), name the groups that were agitated by Jesus. 
How has Jesus “agitated” your life? How has following him been disruptive to your plans and your 
decisions? Share how you have changed or grown because you’ve allowed Jesus to disrupt your life. 

4. Interact with this statement, “The Kingdom of God is invading a hostile environment.” What does that 
mean to the Church (not just Hershey Free) and to you personally? 

5. Listen to the song, “Crazy People,” by Casting Crowns. As you reflect on the lyrics, talk about practical 
ways we can live as “crazy people” who follow Jesus wholeheartedly.   

6. Pray with each other asking for the courage to be people who truly do the will of God, (which is how 
Jesus described what a disciple looks like).

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Mark 3:20-35.

• As news of Jesus’ ministry spreads, the crowds get larger and more intrusive. What does Jesus’ family 
think about him? What do the scribes think about him? What accusations do the teachers of the law 
make about Jesus? 

• Jesus responds to the accusations made by the scribes by telling a parable. What is the meaning of 
the parable? 

• What contrast is Jesus making between his comment in verse 29 and the statement in verse 30 
regarding an evil spirit? 

• Jesus sums up this section by making another provocative statement. How does Jesus define and 
describe a disciple? 

Reflect on your priorities of family and following Jesus. How have you arranged your life to give Jesus the 
number one priority? Are there things you need to change for him to be first in all things?

Respond by writing down ways you make Jesus the priority in your life. One concrete way to do that is 
to look at your week and see how you are taking the time to be in the Word and to obey it in your daily 
actions and responses to people in your sphere of influence.
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