
Jesus, the Philosopher

Jesus is my _____________________.

Jesus is my philosopher.

“blessed”

Isaiah 61 Mathew 5

to preach good news to the poor (v.1) Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the king-
dom... (v. 3)

to bind up the brokenhearted...to comfort all who 
mourn (v. 1, 2)

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. (v. 4)

They will inherit a double portion in their land (v. 7) Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth 
(v. 5)

They will be called oaks of righteousness. (v. 3) Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righ-
teousness (v. 6)

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, 
will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one 
of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that 
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:17-20)

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven,
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” (Matthew 5:3-6)
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S E R M O N  N O T E S



Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

“Dear Jesus, you spoke these words to help live lives that would flourish. They are truths that guide our hearts, 
minds, and bodies in the way that we feel, think, and act. May your teaching guide us in our daily lives and give 

us a world view that reflects your ways and values. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.”

Description for Series 

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We 
will explore the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than 
examining one of the Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life 
and ministry will be explored in all four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are 
two overarching questions to keep in mind. First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? 
Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the 
life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us about the gospel and our mission to live 
as followers of Christ.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Mark 2:17. Read these verses slowly and reflect on what they mean to you as a 

disciple of Jesus. Pray the prayer as an act of response and obedience to reading these verses spoken by Jesus in the 
Sermon on the Mount.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where 
we practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the 
three days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply 
into God’s word.

When you think of Jesus, what titles come to mind? Lord. Savior. Son of God. How about Philosopher? 
Whether we realize it or not, Jesus’ teachings address fundamental questions about life. Jesus’ sermon 
is his declaration of what human flourishing looks like. In this message, we will look at how the opening 
part of the Beatitudes reshapes our approach to living well. If you don’t allow Jesus to shape your 
thinking, your faith will become disconnected from everyday life.

D E V O T I O N A L  G U I D E



Read Matthew 5:1-12, focusing on verses 6-8. 

• What are the heart attitudes described in the Beatitudes mentioned in these verses? What are the 
resulting actions? 

• What do you find challenging to process and apply when you read Jesus’ teaching on these verses? 

• Why do you think Jesus used terms like hunger and thirst when describing a desire for righteousness? 
What characterizes a person who is hungering and thirsting after righteousness? 

• What do you think it means to be pure in heart? 

Reflect on one of the Beatitudes from this day’s reading. Think about how it impacts the way you look at 
life.

Respond by writing the antithesis of the Beatitude that you reflected on. 

DAY  T W O

Read Matthew 5:1-12. These verses provide insight into how believers should live in the Kingdom of God, 
which has been ushered in by Jesus. However, they also speak to the tension of what is being offered 
currently and what will ultimately happen someday. It is important to understand that the Beatitudes 
work from the inside out. They start with attitudes of heart and spirit and move to actions either by the 
believer or against them. (Bock 203)

Focus on verses 1-5 when answering the following questions:
• What prompted Jesus’ teaching? What was the location of his teaching? 

• How would you define the word blessed? 

• What heart attitudes are described in the first three Beatitudes? What is the resulting action? 

• What do you find challenging to process and apply when you read Jesus’ teaching in the Beatitudes? 

Reflect on one of the Beatitudes from this day’s reading. Allow it to permeate your thinking about how 
you look at life.

Respond by writing the antithesis of the Beatitude that you reflected on. For example, if you chose to 
reflect on being poor in spirit, the opposite might be being prideful.

DAY  O N E



1. Finish this statement by filling in the blank: Jesus is my __________________________. 

2. How does the introduction to the Beatitudes shape your approach to how you live?   

3. The Sermon on the Mount addresses foundational ways to live. How would you describe your 
approach to life? How does your approach to life work when life is challenging or difficult? 

4. How can the Beatitudes be transformational in the way we live? 

5. Interact with this thought, “If you don’t allow Jesus to shape your thinking, your faith will become 
disconnected from everyday life.” Share examples how this has been true for you. 

6. Individuals in our culture have expressed a fear of FOMO (Fear of Missing Out). How does the 
following statement address that cultural issue? Hope delivers us from the tyranny of the present. The 
feeling of need to grab as much as we can before all opportunity passes away forever.

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Matthew 5:1-12, focusing on verses 9-12.

• What are the heart attitudes described in the Beatitudes mentioned in these verses? What are the 
resulting actions? 

• What do you find challenging to process and apply when you read Jesus’ teaching on these verses? 

• What does it mean to be a peacemaker? 

• What do these verses tell us about responding to persecution? 

Reflect on one of the Beatitudes from this day’s reading. How does it make a difference in your daily life?

Respond by writing the antithesis of the Beatitude that you reflected on.

DAY  T H R E E


