
Jesus, the Storyteller

Why parables (Matthew 13:9-17)?
• Parables were stories designed to convey divine truths. 
• Stories help us to see the big picture and draw us in.
• Stories are easily retained. 
• Stories help us self-reflect and self-evaluate.
• Stories move us to action. 

The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1-8, 18-23): 
• Jesus uses this parable to teach us about our hearts.
• We should be challenged to think about which soil we are.

 ű The path: hardness, unwillingness to receive 
 ű Shallow soil: superficial, lack of depth
 ű Tangled soil: twisted, confused, and cluttered  
 ű Good soil: fruitful, productive, and healthy 

• Our mission is to bear fruit from the soil.
 ű The condition of our heart dictates how or if we bear fruit. 

Application:
• Ask: Which soil am I?
• Ask: Are our hearts and actions bearing fruit? How are they bearing fruit? 
• Ask: What is keeping me from being transformed? 
• Act: Commit to bearing fruit to be shared with others. 
• Act: Reflect on how you can mature and grow.  
• Act: Arrange your life to allow your soil to be more receptive to the Sower. 
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Below is an example of how to pray the passage.
“Dear Jesus, this parable can be viewed as a picture of the heart.  Help me see where my heart is hard and 

resistant to you and your teaching. Show me where my heart is shallow and unwilling to follow you fully. Give 
me understanding of the areas the things of this world are choking out the ways of your Kingdom. And finally, 
transform my heart so that it is totally open to you so that my life can be fruitful and lead others to you. In the 

powerful name of Jesus, Amen.”

Description for Series

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We will explore 
the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than examining one of the 
Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life and ministry will be explored in all 
four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are two overarching questions to keep in mind. 
First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with 
Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us 
about the gospel and our mission to live as followers of Christ.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Matthew 13:1-9 . Read these verses slowly and reflect on the parable and how 

it helps you understand your own heart. Pray the verses as an act of response and obedience to how the Spirit is 
guiding you to see yourself in the passage.

“That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into 
a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘A farmer 
went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some 
fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun 

came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns, which 
grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times 

what was sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.’”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

A central part of Jesus’ teaching involved parables. Parables are indirect forms of communication designed 
to give us new insight and to help us see life from a different perspective. In so doing, they ultimately move 
us to action. The parable of the soils is a classic example of how these stories can challenge our perspective. 
This parable shows us different ways our hearts can be unreceptive to Jesus’ transforming work—we can be 
dismissive, distracted, or comfortable with discrepancies. However, when we have a receptive heart, our lives 
will bear fruit.
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Read Matthew 13:24-30 and 13:36-43: The Parable of the Weeds.

• Who is the man who sowed good seed in this parable? Who is the enemy? 

• Who or what do the weeds represent? Why is the destruction of the weeds delayed? 

• What is the meaning of the parable? How does it portray the kingdom in the present and in the 
future?

Reflect on the way that the wheat and the weeds co-existed. What is the promise for the wheat in this 
passage? How does that promise make you aware of the present and give you hope for the future?

Respond by identifying people in your life who are described as weeds. Take seriously the mandate you 
have as a disciple and reach out to people who don’t know Christ. Look for ways to reveal the kingdom to 
them.
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Read Matthew 13:1-23: The Parable of the Sower.

• What is a parable? Why did Jesus teach in parables? 

• Describe the different soils. What happened to the seed in each of the different soils? 

• What is the meaning of the parable?

Reflect on this phrase, “Whoever has ears, let them hear.” Ask yourself if you’re someone who has ears to 
hear. How are you listening to the Spirit each day? How would you describe the soil of your heart?

Respond by doing a “heart check.” Are you taking care of your spiritual heart? Take time this week to 
assess the kind of fruit you are producing as a disciple of Jesus.
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1. Define what a parable is. How do parables help us understand the deeper meaning from Jesus’ 
teaching? Why do you think Jesus chose an indirect approach to his teaching? 

2. What are the four soils? How are the different soils like the condition of the heart?  

3. How can you arrange your life so that your heart becomes more receptive to the seeds Jesus is 
sowing? What is keeping you from experiencing transformation in your heart? 

4. How would you define the health of your soil (heart)? What criteria should we use to determine the 
health of our heart? 

5. In the parable, good soil produced fruit. In our lives, a healthy heart produces results. What results 
should be evident in a healthy, reproducing disciple?
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Read Matthew 13:31-35, 44-52. The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast, The Parables of the
Hidden Treasure and the Pearl, and The Parable of the Net.

• What is the main idea in each of these parables? 

• How does the parable of the mustard seed encourage you? 

• What warning does the parable of the net convey? 

• Try to imagine that you are hearing Jesus’ parables as a first-century Jew? How do you think you 
would have responded to his teaching in that manner?

Reflect on the parable of the hidden treasure. What is the hidden treasure? Do you still feel great joy 
when you think of the salvation you’ve received?

Respond by processing how the parables you read this week impact your daily life? Write down 3-5 ways 
they motivate you to live as a disciple of Jesus.
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