
Jesus, the Boundary-Breaker

“Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came 
to him, crying out, ‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” 
(Matthew 15:21-22)

From the disciples’ perspective
“Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, ‘Send her away, for she keeps crying 
after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.’” (Matthew 15:23-24)

From the woman’s perspective
“The woman came and knelt before him. ‘Lord help me!’ she said. He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s 
bread and toss it to the dogs.’ ‘Yes it is, Lord, she said. ‘Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s 
table.’ Then Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.’ And her daughter was healed 
at that moment.” (Matthew 15:25-38)

Do I see Jesus’ plan—not just his power?

Do I see the posture that’s part of his plan?
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Below is an example of how to pray the passage.
“Dear Jesus, You are the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. All things are in your sovereign hands. I come to you 

today because I need you. There are things in my life that seem too heavy for me to handle. I acknowledge my 
need of you and ask that you would be with me during this challenging circumstance. Help me to come to you 
with all of my needs and desires and lay them at your feet. I trust you. I love you. In your precious name I pray, 

Amen.”

Description for Series

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We will explore 
the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than examining one of the 
Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life and ministry will be explored in all 
four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are two overarching questions to keep in mind. 
First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with 
Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us 
about the gospel and our mission to live as followers of Christ.

M A R C H  6

L O V E  T H I S  B O O K ,  P A R T  3

Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Matthew 15:25. This woman had a simple but urgent plea, she desperately wanted 

Jesus to help her and heal her daughter. Think about the times you have been desperate for the Lord’s intervention 

and pray the verse below for yourself and others who need Jesus’s healing touch.

“The woman came and knelt before him. ‘Lord, help me!’ she said.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

At strategic moments in his ministry, Jesus crossed boundaries by ministering in Gentile territories. In his journey 
to Sidon, Jesus encounters a Canaanite woman who desires Jesus to deliver her daughter from a demon. From 
the perspective of the disciples, Jesus reveals the way his kingdom mission is crossing social boundaries. From 
the perspective of the woman, we see the way Jesus is inviting her into faith—he’s inviting her to overcome her 
ignorance and the scorn of others and to trust him humbly. Thus, the journey of following Jesus overcomes both 
external and internal barriers.
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Read Matthew 15:21-28.

• Why do you think the disciples wanted to send the woman away? Why did Jesus tolerate her insistent 
cries? 

• What does his answer in verse 24 indicate about his message and mission? 

• How does Jesus lead the conversation with her to make his message known? 

• How would you describe the woman’s overall attitude and demeanor in her encounter with Jesus?

Reflect on your own spiritual journey. Write down times when you persisted because of great faith.

Respond by  thinking of people in your life that need help. How has your response to them revealed the 
mercy and truth of Jesus in your life? Have you walked away or looked for ways to encourage and support 
them in their need?
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Read Matthew 15:21-39. Focus on verses 21-28 to answer the following questions.

• To what region has Jesus traveled? What is significant about the region? What has precipitated Jesus 
traveling to a Gentile region? 

• Why did the mother approach Jesus? What does the phrase, “Lord, Son of David” indicate about her 
knowledge of Jesus? 

• How would you describe Jesus’ initial response to the woman’s impassioned request? 

Reflect on a time that you cried out to Jesus and he didn’t answer you in the way that you thought he 
should have. How did you respond?

Respond by thinking of either a past or current situation in your life. Take time to journal what you 
learned during a time when Jesus seemed to ignore your request. How did you grow in the silence?
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1. What does Jesus’ intentionality with withdrawing to a Gentile area teach you about how Jesus viewed 
humanity? Why do you think Jesus wanted to push the disciples out of their comfort zone in this way? 

2. Matthew uses the word Canaanite in this text to emphasize the woman as being a marker of all the 
problems in the world from a Jewish perspective. This essentially paints her as “those people” or 
people we wouldn’t associate with. When do you find yourself thinking of people in that category? 
Who do you most often categorize as “other people?” 

3. What is different from the statement in verse 22 and the statement in verse 27? How does verse 27 
show the faith of the Canaanite woman? 

4. Jesus uses a short parable to highlight that he was coming to care for the Jewish people and not to be 
a genie in a bottle for whoever asked. How does this parable help the Canaanite woman express her 
faith in Jesus? Why do you think humanity’s propensity is to see God simply as a fulfiller of our wants, 
desires, and asks? 

5. What happens when we shift the focus of our hearts from our agenda to God’s plan? What needs to 
shift in your life to focus more on God’s plan instead of your own? 
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Read Matthew 15:29-39.

• Jesus returns to the Galilee region and is, again, inundated with crowds of people desiring healing. 
How does Jesus respond to their needs? 

• How do the people respond to Jesus’ healing ministry? 

• How long were the crowds with Jesus? What is his response to their physical need? What does the 
disciples’ response to Jesus’ request to feed the people indicate? 

• How many loaves did the disciples have? How many basketfuls of pieces of bread did the disciples 
pick up after the meal?(The number 7 in scripture indicates the idea of perfection or completion. It’s 
possible that the underlying meaning of this miracle reveals the completion or fullness of meeting 
the needs of all people, including the Gentiles. Wilkins 541)

Reflect on your view of Jesus. He is the miracle-working God, and he meets our needs. Think about the 
way he has met your needs and praise him for his goodness and faithfulness.

Respond by  tangibly meeting the needs of different individuals this week. It may be something simple 
like purchasing someone’s coffee or something greater like giving a gift or money or time to someone
who has a need.
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