
Jesus, the Son of God

When was the last time someone disappointed you?

“After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain 
by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white 
as the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.

Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.’ While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, 
‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!’

When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. ‘Get 
up,’ he said, ‘Don’t be afraid.’ When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, ‘Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the 
Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’

The disciples asked him, ‘Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?’ Jesus replied, ‘To be 
sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, 
but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.’ 
Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist.’” (Matthew 17:1-13)

“…This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” (Matthew 17:5)

Listening well involves trust and truth.

“For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to your goodness, knowledge; and to 
your knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, 
mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will 
keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does 
not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.” (2 Peter 1:5-
9)
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Below is an example of how to pray the passage.
Dear Father, Thank you for the words that you spoke about your son in the presence of the disciples. Help me to 
remember that those words are still true today. Jesus was obedient in every way and lived his mission perfectly. 

He is worthy of all honor and surrender. Help me to pay attention to the way he lived and to the words he 
spoke so that I, too, can be obedient in my life. In the name of Jesus I pray, Amen.

Description for Series

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We will explore 
the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than examining one of the 
Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life and ministry will be explored in all 
four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are two overarching questions to keep in mind. 
First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with 
Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us 
about the gospel and our mission to live as followers of Christ.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Matthew 17:5. Reflect on this scene and think about the words that the Father spoke 

to the disciples.  How do the words encourage and challenge you?

“This is my son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

After beginning to talk opening about his impending death, Jesus takes several disciples up the mountain to 
reveal his glory. The experience of the transfiguration challenges the disciples to see that Jesus’ glory is not 
inconsistent with his impending death—glory and suffering are not contradictory. While the disciples marveled at 
this mountaintop experience, they soon had to return to the valley below. It’s a reminder for us that both mountain 
tops and valleys are part of the journey of following Christ.
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Read Matthew 17:14-21.

• How would you describe the father’s demeanor when he approaches Jesus? 

• What prevented the disciples from healing the boy? 

• Why do you think Jesus used such strong words in describing the people as an “unbelieving and 
perverse generation?” (Consider that these people have seen the ministry of Jesus for the past several 
years.)

Reflect on the phrase that Jesus used to describe the people around him as unbelieving and perverse. 
Are there ways that phrase describes you? 

Respond by paying attention to the way that you live your faith. As you go about this week, be aware of 
how you live. Do you tend to rely on yourself for things before you seek God’s direction?
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Read Matthew 17:1-21.

• What does the Transfiguration reveal about Jesus’ identity? 

• Why is it significant that Moses and Elijah were present (see Exodus 24:12-18; 1 Kings 18:20-40)? 

• Why are the Father’s words significant as part of this event? What other event do these words connect 
to from Jesus’ life and ministry? 

• Why did Jesus tell the disciples not to talk about the Transfiguration until after his resurrection? 

Reflect on the affirmation that the Father gave his Son. In these words, he also directed the disciples 
to listen to Jesus. What is the connection between recognizing the holiness and glory of Jesus to your 
posture of listening?

Respond by reading this verse in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the 
Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who 
is the Spirit.” After reading it, write the verse as a personal prayer for your spiritual growth.
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1. Why was the Transfiguration important and necessary to Jesus’ ministry as the Messiah? 

2. Why do you think God added the statement, “Listen to him,” after he acknowledged that Jesus was his 
beloved son? What was his intention stating that?  

3. How would describe the emotions of the disciples during the Transfiguration? How specifically did 
Peter respond? How would you state his response in your words? 

4. How do Peter’s words in 2 Peter 1:16-18 help us understand how he processed his faith and grew 
through the Transfiguration experience? 

5. What is it about Christ that enables us to come down from mountaintop experiences and still walk by 
faith? 

6. How does our faith help us deal with the complexities of life?

S M A L L  G R O U P  &  FA M I LY  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Read Matthew 17:19-21. This passage is about helping the disciples think about faith. It’s not simply a 
matter of faith or no faith; it is how effective faith is in their lives. It’s not about the amount of faith but 
the focus. Effective faith is rooted in the knowledge of God’s greatness and the confidence that he is at 
work.

• What question was bothering the disciples? Imagine yourself in their position. Why do you think they 
were troubled? 

• How does Jesus describe the disciples’ faith? 

• The mustard seed was the smallest seed in Israel. Why does he use this picture to teach the disciples 
about faith? 

Reflect on your faith. What is its focus? How do obedience and faith go together?

Respond by spending time with Jesus consistently, not just this week, but in an ongoing way. Be aware 
of how your faith and confidence grows as you spend time with him.
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