
Jesus and the Mission

“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and 
place where he was about to go. He told them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.
When you enter a house, first say, Peace to this house. If someone one who promotes peace is there, your peace 
will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, the worker 
deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.
When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 
The kingdom of God has come near to you. But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets 
and say, Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of 
God has come near.’” (Luke 10:1-11)

What does it mean to be “on mission”?
Living out the message of Jesus in word and deed.

A disciple is a messenger

What will this require?
• Urgency
• Flexibility
• Courage

What will be the result?
Participation in God’s work

“However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” (Luke 
10:20)

We have an identity that leads to mission; we have a mission that’s grounded in our identity.

What’s one step I can take in living out my identity?
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Below is an example of how to pray the passage.
Dear Father, It is with a humble heart that I acknowledge your love for me.  Help me to respond to your love 

by loving you with every part of my being. Give me the ability to love myself honestly so that I can love others 
authentically. All of this is made possible only through the power of the Holy Spirit. In the gracious name of 

Jesus, Amen.

Description for Series

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We will explore 
the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than examining one of the 
Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life and ministry will be explored in all 
four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are two overarching questions to keep in mind. 
First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with 
Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us 
about the gospel and our mission to live as followers of Christ.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Luke 10:27. 

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

Even as Jesus has been teaching his disciples, he now sends a large group of them out on mission—from Jesus’ 
perspective, teaching and training go hand in hand. When they return, Jesus tells them that their joy is not 
ultimately rooted in their success but in their identity. As disciples, we have a mission that’s rooted in our identity, 
and we need to understand both. A mission without an identity produces legalism, while an identity without a 
mission produces laziness.
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Read Luke 10:25-37.

• Who challenged Jesus? What question did he ask? (verse 25) What second question did he ask? (verse 
29) 

• Who are the main characters in the story? With whom do you most identify? How do you think you 
would have responded if you saw the man on the side of the road? 

• What lesson did the teacher of the law learn from the story?

Reflect by thinking about this story in a present-day setting. What if the man on the side of the road was 
an African American, an Iraqi, a Native American, or a homeless person that needed help? Be honest with 
your own prejudices as you reflect on what it means to show mercy to someone in need.  

Respond by intentionally reaching out to someone in need. Ask the Lord to direct you this week to a 
person that you might otherwise overlook.
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Read Luke 10:1-24.

• What is the urgency that Jesus expresses in sending out this group of disciples? 

• Describe how Jesus sent out the people? How would you describe his instructions? 

• What message are they supposed to share when they talk to someone? How are they to respond if the 
people reject their message? 

• What were these disciples excited about when they returned? How did Jesus describe the impact of 
their ministry? 

Reflect on how you might have responded if you had been one of the 70. What challenges and/or fears 
do you face in sharing the Gospel with unbelievers? 

Respond by looking for opportunities to verbally share your faith this week. Pray for courage to be a 
messenger of truth and grace.
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1. How would you explain what it means to “go on mission?” 

2. Jesus tells the disciples that they should not rejoice because the spirits submit to them but should 
rejoice because their names are written in heaven. Why does he make that distinction? 

3. Jesus sent out the 70 with instructions about how to reach people with the Gospel message. Do you 
believe that Jesus is sending you to reach people with the Gospel message? 

4. Pastor George talked about the importance of urgency, flexibility, and courage in proclaiming God’s 
mission. Describe how those three terms are essential to living the mission. 

5. What obstacles are preventing you from living the mission of God? 

6. Pray with one another to have the courage to “be sent” to live God’s mission just as the disciples were 
sent in this passage.  
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Read Luke 10:38-42.

• Who are the main characters in this story? Why does Jesus go to their home? Describe the scene. 

• List at least two things you learn about Mary and at least two things you learn about Martha from this 
encounter with Jesus. 

• How does Jesus respond to Martha? What is the one thing that is needed? 

Reflect on the two sisters. With whom do you identify? What can the sister with whom you don’t naturally 
relate teach you?

Respond by evaluating your time with God. Identify what hinders you and confess that to the Father. Like 
Mary, choose this week to sit and learn from Jesus by spending time in the Word.
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