
Jesus and the Road to the Cross

“As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.” (Luke 9:51)

“As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard the crowd going 
by, he asked what was happening. They told him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.’ He called out, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!’

Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 
‘What do you want me to do for you?’

‘Lord, I want to see,’ he replied. Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.’ Immediately he 
received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God.” (Luke 18:35-
42)

“Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax 
collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the 
crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming his way.
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay 
at your house today.’ So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began to 
mutter, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.’

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, 
and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Today 
salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and 
to save the lost.’” (Luke 19:1-10)

Journeying with Jesus involves:
• Awareness of need
• Persistence 
• Repentance
• Joy

“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light.” (Matthew 6:22)
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Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

Jesus, help me to realize my deep need for your mercy. Forgive me for the pride and arrogance that I feel and 

demonstrate when I believe that I can handle things on my own. Give me the courage to come to you with a 

posture of humility and urgency that acknowledges that you and only you can fill my deepest needs. Amen.

Description for Series

Our study for the next several months will be, Love This Book, Part Three, A Journey with Jesus. We will explore 
the life and ministry of Jesus by looking holistically at the storyline of his life. Rather than examining one of the 
Gospels, stories and events that give us insights into key elements of Jesus’s life and ministry will be explored in all 
four of the Gospels. As we explore the passages in this study there are two overarching questions to keep in mind. 
First, how does the storyline reveal the character of Jesus? Second, how does the storyline reveal our journey with 
Jesus? Throughout the study, we will observe the life and teachings of Jesus and investigate what they reveal to us 
about the gospel and our mission to live as followers of Christ.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Luke 18:38 and 41. These two verses give us a picture of the blind man’s desperate 
plea for Jesus to engage with him and the way that Jesus responded to his cries. As you pray, imagine your need for 

Jesus.
 

“He (the blind man) called out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ When he came near, Jesus asked him, ‘What do 
you want me to do for you?’”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

At this point in the storyline, Jesus is moving intentionally and methodically towards the cross. Yet, even as the 
major storyline unfolds, there are meaningful smaller stories along the way—stories that reveal the nature of 
Jesus’ work. These include two scenes in Jericho where Jesus heals the blind and transforms the life of Zacchaeus. 
Zacchaeus’ experience with Jesus shows that Christianity moves into unlikely places with transforming results.
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Read Luke 18:35-43 again.

• How does Jesus respond to the blind man’s plea for mercy? 

• What question does Jesus ask the man? What was his purpose in asking the question? 

• How does Jesus take this event and use it to teach those who witnessed it? 

• What is the reaction of the man? What is the response of the people?

Reflect on this scene again. How would you have reacted to the blind man’s plea for mercy? Use this time 
of reflection to think about ways you have shown displeasure or disdain to someone who needed mercy 
and grace. Confess your attitude and choose to look differently at circumstances in the future.

Respond by practicing a posture of listening to people this week. Be attune to their needs and look for 
opportunities to extend grace and care.
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Read Luke 18:35-43.

• What is the state of the blind man? What is his response when he hears that Jesus is passing by? 

• How does he identify Jesus? 

• Describe the man’s emotional condition. How do the people around him respond? 

Reflect on the man’s desperate plea for help. When have you cried out to the Lord in desperation? How 
did he minister to your need?

Respond by thinking about areas in your life where you were afraid to act or speak because you were 
afraid of what others might think. Confess those circumstances and choose to act by faith in the future.
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1. Where do these two encounters take place? Who are the main characters in the two stories? 

2. How would you describe the two main people in these stories? What is the goal of both men? 

3. Read Luke 4:18-19 where Jesus quotes a prophecy from Isaiah. How do these words connect to the 
encounters of the two men in Luke 18? What is the common theme? 

4. Both of these men went to extremes to see Jesus. Are you willing to do whatever it takes to see him? 
To be with him? 

5. If Jesus were to ask you, “What can I do for you?”, how would you respond? Are you aware of your 
deepest needs to be able to respond? (What do you want Jesus to do for you that only he can do?)  

6. How have these two encounters challenged and/or encouraged you in your faith journey?
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Read Luke 19:1-10.

• What was Zacchaeus’ role? How is he described? What action does Zacchaeus take in order to see 
Jesus? 

• Describe Jesus’ action and response when he sees Zacchaeus in the tree. How do the people react to 
Jesus when he has dinner with Zacchaeus? 

• What does Zacchaeus say to Jesus even before Jesus can interact or teach him? 

• Why did Jesus proclaim that salvation had come to the household of Zacchaeus? 

Reflect on the phrase, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost.” How does that 
phrase relate to you and your faith journey?

Respond by thinking of changes you should make in your life that reflect the salvation you have received. 
Are there practical ways, like Zacchaeus, to show your thankfulness for the salvation you have been 
granted?
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