
New Community

I can’t take my faith seriously without taking us seriously.

“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in 
the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in the kindness to us in Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:4-7)

“he made us alive together with”

What will this involve?
• Commitment
“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3)

• Communication
“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” (Ephesians 4:29)

• Conflict
“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” 
(Ephesians 4:31-32)

Here’s one step…

RESURRECTION AS A WAY OF LIFE
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Below is an example of how to pray the passage.

Dear Father, I pray that I may show the grace of Christ, the love of the Father, and the fellowship of the Spirit in 
my words and actions. Help me to be a person of peace in my relationships and give me the ability to create 

unity in my interactions with those with whom I differ. May my life honor you and be an example of your love 
and grace. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, Amen.

Description for Series
While Easter is a significant day on our calendar, we can approach Jesus’ resurrection as an event we only celebrate 
one Sunday of the year. The writers of the New Testament, however, viewed the resurrection differently. It’s not a 
solitary event—it’s actually an event that changes everything. Because of the resurrection, God’s “new creation” is 
now unfolding, and with this new reality comes a new way to live. In this series, we will examine New Testament texts 
that describe the implications of Easter and explain how we can approach the resurrection as a way of life.
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Prayer Focus
Prayer continues to be an important rhythm in our individual and corporate lives. We want to continue that practice. 
As a church family, let’s continue to pray scripture for ourselves, our families, and the local and global Hershey Free 

Church family.  

Praying Scripture
The prayer focus for this week is Ephesians 4:3.

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guides where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week, in God’s word. Each of the three days you 
will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into God’s word.

The resurrection doesn’t simply save individuals—it creates a new community. Reconciliation in Christ fosters 
reconciliation with others. The resurrection breaks down barriers that separate us from each other.
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Read Ephesians 4:1-16 and think about what this passage tells us about living in community with one 
another.

• What does it mean to be called by the Lord, and when did you first realize God was calling you to 
follow him? What does it mean to walk worthy of your calling? 

• Why do you think that Paul emphasizes unity in our relationships with others? What does that suggest 
about the role of Christian community for our spiritual growth? What is Paul saying is the basis for our 
unity? 

• How many “ones” do you count? What is the point Paul is trying to make with this emphasis? 

• What would it look like for you to live out Christian community in the way Paul describes? What might 
change in your life?

Reflect on verse 15 and ponder why speaking the truth in love is so critical to healthy community. When 
do you find it difficult to balance your conversations with truth AND love?

Respond by talking with someone you have avoided because you have been unwilling to have a truthful 
and loving conversation with them. Ask the Spirit to give you grace to have an honest, authentic, and 
loving conversation and trust that he will guide your attitudes and words.

DAY  T W O

Read Ephesians 2:1-10 to understand the context for living in community.

• How do verses 1-3 describe being “dead in trespasses and sins?” Explain each phrase. 

• What remedy do verses 4-6 give us for being dead in sin? 

• Describe what it means to you to be “alive in Christ.” 

Reflect on the gift of salvation that God has given you. As you focus on this amazing act of grace, take 
time to think about and confess the times that you have wrongly believed that you earned your salvation 
or that you deserved it because you were better than someone else.

Respond by putting Ephesians 2:10 into action and intentionally use your gifts, passions, and talents to 
serve others. Intentionally volunteer in your community or at Hershey Free.
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1. Pastor George stated that, “I can’t take my faith serious without taking us seriously.” Interact with that 
thought. 

2. The three key ideas from the sermon regarding “new community” were:
• Commitment
• Communication
• Conflict 

What does it look like to practice these three principles well so that the result is healthy, biblical   
community? 

3. Paul invites us to know and experience Christ more deeply through significant involvement in the 
lives of other believers. What heart attitudes or sin tendencies in your life produce resistance to 
embracing other believers, which causes you to miss out on Christ’s provision for your spiritual 
growth? 

4. What would a “new community” that lives out the vision Paul described in these verses look like? 

5. How has your family or your LLL group implemented these principles? What areas from Ephesians 4 
are lacking in your interactions? What steps can you take to grow in these areas so that you can be 
part of developing healthy community at Hershey Free?
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Read Ephesians 4:25-32 and think about how these principles build the “new community” that we have 
through the resurrection.

• What are the negative things Paul says we should abandon?  

• How would you describe the vision of Christian community that Paul presents in these verses? 

• In verse 30, Paul says not to “grieve the Holy Spirit.” The Spirit changes our lives progressively. A sense 
of sadness over a particular sin is one indicator that the Spirit is prompting you in this area. His 
sadness, and yours, actually helps fuel the change. Is there any area of worldview, conduct, or speech 
you have been feeling saddened over recently? Besides sadness, what are some other ways you might 
cultivate change in this area?

Reflect on Paul’s words and honestly assess your attitudes, actions, and words. What are things in your 
life that grieve the Spirit? Confess those areas and by the power of the Spirit ask him to help you change.

Respond this week by focusing on verse 29 and think about the words that you use daily. What 
unwholesome talk do you practice regularly? Pay attention to the negative, critical, and sarcastic ways 
that you speak to others. Practice replacing those words with positive speech and look for ways to 
encourage and build others up.
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